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Applied Learning Courses

Introduction  (2022-24 Cohort; 2024 HKDSE)

Applied Learning (ApL) is a valued senior secondary elective subject
which complements other senior secondary subjects to form a
flexible subject combination that helps enrich students’ subject
choices. The courses focus on practical learning elements linked
to broad professional and vocational fields with dual emphasis on
theory and practice. It develops students’ knowledge, generic
skills, positive values and attitudes through providing simulated or
authentic contexts, as well as deepens students’ understanding of
vocational and professional education and training (VPET), preparing
them for further studies and work in future.

ApL covers six Areas of Studies, namely Creative Studies; Media
and Communication; Business, Management and Law; Services;
Applied Science; and Engineering and Production. In addition,
there are courses covering cross Areas of Studies, including Applied
Learning (Vocational English)(ApL(VocE)) and Applied Learning
Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students) (ApL(C)), the latter
of which is provided exclusively for non-Chinese speaking (NCS)
students meeting specified circumstances. ApL(C) is designed to
provide a simulated applied learning context to help NCS students
build a foundation for using Chinese in the workplace and obtain
an alternative Chinese language qualification? to prepare them for
further studies and career pursuits.

The duration of each ApL course (except ApL(C)) is 180 contact
hours, generally spanning two school years at the senior secondary
level, commencing either at Secondary 4 (S4) (to be completed at
Secondary 5 (S5); the results will be released in one go with other
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) subjects after
the completion of the HKDSE at Secondary 6) or S5 (to be completed
at Secondary 6 (S6)). The arrangement of ApL(C) course is different.
The duration of each ApL(C) course is 270 contact hours, spanning
S4 to S6.

Regarding the 2022-24 cohort, i.e. the cohort of students sitting the
2024 HKDSE, the Education Bureau (EDB) has already approved the
offer of a total of 52 ApL courses to schools and students, including
two pilot ApL courses, three ApL(VocE) courses and three ApL(C)
courses. Please refer to the course list for details.

1 Students who have learned Chinese Language for less than six years while receiving primary and
secondary education; or students who have learned Chinese Language for six years or more in
schools, but have been taught an adapted and simpler Chinese Language curriculum not normally
applicable to the majority of students in local schools.

2 For the purpose of admission to post-secondary education programmes, ApL(C) is in general
accepted as an alternative Chinese Language qualification, but it is not considered an elective
subject.
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Application for ApL Courses

Application for ApL courses will commence on 22 February 2022. Students intending to take ApL courses commencing
at S5 in the 2022/23 school year MUST apply through their schools for ApL courses, and each student may apply for and
take a maximum of TWO ApL courses as elective subjects (NCS students meeting specified circumstances can also take
one ApL(C) course). Teachers, students and parents are welcome to participate in the following events to obtain more

information of ApL courses. Details are as follows:

m Applied Learning Courses Virtual Exhibition Applied Learning Taster Programmes

Date March 2022

12 and 19 March 2022 (Saturdays)

Online resources on ApL Courses, e.g. course briefs,

Course introduction, demonstration and workshops will

Content course introduction videos, student works, live talks and . :
sharing will be provided by the course providers be provided by the course providers
Target Students, parents, teachers and the public Students
Enrolment | Through the ApL website at (www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en) Students can apply through the schools. Details will be

announced in mid-January

Quality Assurance

The EDB has institutionalised an ApL quality assurance
mechanism involving the Curriculum Development Council
Committee on ApL, the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation
of Academic and Vocational Qualifications and the Hong
Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA)
to ensure that courses are developed according to the
design principles; the curriculum is delivered as designed;
and the learning outcomes of students can meet the set
standards.

Assessment and Attendance Rate Requirement

ApL courses are Category B subjects of the HKDSE, and
there is no public examination for ApL subjects. The
assessment of each ApL subject comprises six to ten tasks
undertaken within the period of study. Course providers
will conduct assessments of respective ApL subjects while
the HKEAA is responsible for moderation of the assessment
results submitted by the course providers. The moderated
results will be recorded on the HKDSE certificate. Students
taking ApL courses are required to attend lessons (e.g.
lecture and e-learning) and other learning activities (e.g.
application and practice activities, site visits and project
learning) arranged by the course providers. The minimum

attendance requirement of ApL courses is 80% of the total
contact hours.

Reporting of Performance and Recognition

The reporting of students’ performance in ApL subjects
(except ApL(C)) is by three levels, namely, “Attained”,
“Attained with Distinction (I)” and “Attained with Distinction
(I)”.  Performance of “Attained with Distinction (I)” and
“Attained with Distinction (ll)” are deemed comparable to
Level 3 and Level 4 or above of Category A subjects of the
HKDSE respectively. As for ApL(C), student performance is
reported as “Attained” and “Attained with Distinction”. For
all ApL courses, candidates with performance below the
standard of “Attained” or attendance rates below 80% wiill
be designated as “Unattained”, which will not be reported
on the HKDSE certificate.

In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students who have
successfully completed ApL courses that are registered in
the Qualifications Register as certificate programmes at
Qualifications Framework (QF) Level 3 will
obtain a QF Level 3 certificate to be issued
by the course providers. Details are available
on the Qualifications Register website (www.
hkgr.gov.hk).

Further Studies and Work
For further studies in undergraduate programmes, tertiary
institutions in general value the learning experiences that
students acquire in ApL. ApL subjects are recognised as
elective subjects, or considered for award of extra bonus
or additional information, varying by individual institutions,
faculties or programmes. For further studies in sub-
degree programmes, students with level 2 or above in five
HKDSE subjects (including Chinese Language and English
Language) are eligible to apply for admission to Associate
Degree or Higher Diploma Programmes. In general, each
student is allowed to use up to two ApL subjects in the
application. As for ApL(C), currently, University Grants
Committee-funded universities and most post-secondary
institutions accept ApL(C) as an alternative qualification in
Chinese Language for the admission of NCS students with
“Attained” as the minimum grade required.
For details, please refer to the relevant
websites of individual institutions or the EDB
website (www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en/quality-
assurance-and-recognition).

The Civil Service Bureau (CSB) accepts students’ ApL
results in the HKDSE (including “Attained” and “Attained
with Distinction”, up to a maximum of 2 ApL subjects)
in civil service appointments. The CSB also accepts
“Attained” and “Attained with Distinction” in ApL(C) as
meeting the Chinese language proficiency requirements of
relevant civil service ranks. For details, please refer to the
website of CSB (www.csb.gov.
hk/english/info/2170.html) and
(www.csb.gov.hk/textonly/
english/admin/appoint/35.
html)
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List of Applied Learning Courses (2022-24 Cohort; 2024 HKDSE)

BE S AR BERE e B ES D T HEES
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Note 1.and Note 2 Course Provider N3 | Medium of Instruction
e FRAX B 5L
1. FRERZSRERET -
676 Fashion Image Design vic Cg:g;:hor
it 2. EWHRE TR
Design Studies 668 Interior Design vic Chlne§e or
English
3. BURSEMR—BRERE FRSZ B3RS
717 Jewellery Design in VTC Chinese or
> 4 Digital Age English
N gital Ag
‘s lﬂ‘/ . 4. BRHERRIERE S
\v » 669 Computer Game and VTC Chinese or
* "’ Animation Design English
' / —— 5. WISBWASTENE BB
=g = 707 Digital Comic Design and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
EIJE'Q.LE Media Arts Production English
Creative
tudi e
Studies 710 6. MATEREEE HKCT EF‘K
Popular Music Production Chinese
7. ST — SBRRE ==}
R : 599 Taking a Chance on Dance HKAPA Chinese
FIBES]
Performing Arts .
8. FHIEIRILA - BIEiE thy
677 The Essentials of HKAPA Chinese
Theatre Arts
9. BISERERTELRIE AR B L
711 Digital Media and Radio HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
B - TiREEES Production English
Films, TV and
Broadcasting Studies T L~ FR3Z B3RS
702 10. EE"&EB 4Rae . VTC Chinese or
ilm and Transmedia English
1. S RAREE # AR B SL
718 Digital Brand HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
. Communication # English
e IHARBL B AL R I
Media and = e Pl @ # B
. o Media Production 719 | T2 EREEE 0 o | Hksusce Chinese or
ommunication and Public Relations ultimedia Storytelling English
13. ARAR S IEREE # FRX B
708 PR and Multimedia HKCT Chinese or
Communication # English
BEt &R = AR B ESL
Accounting and 703 e ?¥Rﬁt%.§ﬁ: Busi CityU (SCOPE) Chinese or
Finance ccounting for e-Business English
BML 15. N TEHE— B RER . FRZBR
| 720 Al in Business CityV (SCOPE) Chinese or
English
e 16. EHEBIERER AR B ESL
| Susiness Suclzs 693 Data Application for HKIT Chinese or
,i,g Business English
)P E
Business, 17. ThiR & KA _E HERE [==hvg
Management 681 Marketing and Online CityU (SCOPE) Chinese
and Law Promotion
s 18. HEBHIEETE AR B
Le /al Stfludies 672 Law Enforcement in HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
9 Hong Kong English

ST sizian) HERE spRg BRES AR BBEE
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Cenrse Mot 1l el e 2 Course Provider N°t€3 | Medium of Instruction
19. ¥mKERRGaE # =shg
721 Modern Southeast Asian HKCT Chinese
Cuisine #
RERHREE 20. BRI ESE # eSS
Food Services 688 Patisserie and Café HKCT Chinese or
and Management Operations # English
# FR3ZER S
616 2k Eﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ. VTC Chinese or
Western Cuisine # English
22. IR R ERIEEE iz
@ 709 Airport Passenger HKCT Chinese
Terminal Operations
. . HiEARTE 23 EERIEEE # ] AR B3
Hospitality Services 611 Hospitality Services in CityU (SCOPE) Chinese or
Practice # English
AR 615 24, EREAEE * e TR
Services Hotel Operations # English
25 4FAEER # FRSZEY 3R
704 Child Care and CICE Chinese or
Development # English
BN Rt & AR5 26. RHE # R EE
Personal and 665 Child Care and VTC Chinese or
Community Services Education # English
27. ERBEMR thy
610 Fundamental CICE Chinese
Cosmetology
ByfE 28. R FhBIFTERF AN E R
) Crrres 712 Food Innovation and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Science English
29. BNYREE . T
689 Animal Care CityU (SCOPE) English
30. FREEZEEA TR iz
592 Foundation in Chinese HKU (SPACE) Chinese
Medicine
BEERER .
- - FR3ZER RS
fEERaE:E 618 3. BREERTE CICE Chinese or
Medical Science Health Care Practice English
and Health Care
32. BEFEALERFI FR3ZER I
660 Medical Laboratory HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Science English
. 33. REREIRETS FRSZEY 3RS
q Rehabilitation Care CICE Chinese or
B
KR *4'} Practice English
Applied
Science 34, FEFILIRE # s
662 Applied Psychology # LIFE Chinese or
DI English
Psychology .
Ry # PR B S
691 R o # HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
ractical Psychology English
36. EEN R BEBAEHR # PR EZEL
674 Exercise and Fitness HKCT Chinese or
PEE 7)) Coaching # English
Sports N N .
P 37 BERB R * (PGS,
627 Exercise Science and HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
Health Fitness # English

BB B2 BB mig EORES ESE TR HEBEE
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Note 1.and Note 2 Course Provider Note 3 | Medium of Instruction
K BHERER T2 38. B REER T FR3ZER 3R SL
Civil, Electrical and 683 Electrical and Energy VTC Chinese or
Mechanical Engineering Engineering English
o FR3Z B3R SL
19
722 ik ﬁlsf ':’;BE*%W* HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
and Robotics English
40. TBREEEERHY FR3ZEL 3RS
en - 684 Computer Forensic HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
BT Technology English
o) Information Engineering o R B
= 714 4. %"‘Tﬁ - HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
& eSports Technology English
o mEn it @ FR3ZEYZESL
EI&&E.E 706 G2 Tﬁ"ﬁgwﬁ% HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
ngineering ech Basics English
and. 43, gz Y EEEY
Production _ 640 Aviation Studies HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
il M English
Services Engineering YRR
44. R <2
698 Railway Studies HKCT Chinese or
nglish
45. FEX(EE # £33
75 English Communication # vic English
FEFREE (RE 46. FIPIBRFEZERE # T
Applied Learning 723 English for Business HKCT English
(Vocational English) Services #
A7. RIFHEBERE 54
716 English for Service HKU (SPACE) English
% .’ Professionals #
p 48. TR # sy
695 Chinese in Business PolyU (SPEED) Chinese
FEREZE L Service #
(FFEEREBAERA) 49. ERIEIEPX # e
S - Applied Learning 700 Chinese in Practical HKBU (SCE) Chinese
gﬁ*gp\gﬁmﬂ Chinese (for non-Chinese Context #
r r i
?Z? d.eaS speaking students) 699 50. BT # KaT thr
of otudies Practical Chinese # Chinese
51. BREIFE S K& Xk
725 Korean Language and LIFE Cr?i:n}gse
Culture
52. EF#NE (B®R) 2 DS
726 Practical Translation LIFE Chinese and
(CHI-ENG) English

#— NOTE 1

# BAER—ERERMERARAHEE=F "#, {Z/RAIZEFE ° For courses marked with “#”, only one course in the course cluster could be taken by a student.

@ TR "EHE—RIHBERER (CLAP-TECH) 1 A3IM—&5  ABIEERE—MEERSENBERK - GRS - SHERREMEE—ZESTABHER
B EB% - The courses below are part of the CLAP-TECH project that aims to develop a learning pathway with the engagement of industries. For details, please contact the
course provider, HKBU(SCE).

B EGE FRAZHER sppg BRES RA2iR gt HBES
Area of Studies Course Cluster Course Note 1and Note 2 Course Provider Not3 Medium of Instruction
HEERER IRBESUEERAHRIR ZIRREHE # HKBU (SCE FR3CE ST
Media and Communication Media Production and Public Relations Multimedia Storytelling # ( ) Chinese or English
TIRREE HNTRE HAHRIEE HKBU (SC AR EFET
Engineering and Production Information Engineering Tech Basics (SCE) Chinese or English
i~ NOTE 2

BREBRSCRARI > BERNTERCHRNERSMH  BREERBR=NEENERASERE  TEERRRMMBRIBERBR=NEE &  []ET =]
BRI RIEEREEEE (www.edb.gov.hk/apl) BVEERZMEE (www.hkgr.gov.hk) ° In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students who have successfully -
completed ApL courses that are registered in the Qualifications Register as certificate programmes at Qualifications Framework (QF) Level 3 will obtain a QF

Level 3 certificate to be issued by the course providers. Details are available at the ApL website (www.edb.gov.hk/apl) or the Qualifications Register website E
(www.hkqgr.gov.hk).

= NOTE 3

FF21R{HH#4E Course Provider

CICE FEitEERE Caritas Institute of Community Education

CityU (SCOPE) FEHEWHABEEEEZR School of Continuing and Professional Education, City University of Hong Kong

HKAPA FHEEEERR The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

HKBU (SCE) FHIERBIHERFE LM School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University

HKCT EREEEEZRK Hong Kong College of Technology

HKIT FEFRE LERR Hong Kong Institute of Technology

HKU (SPACE) EEABEEEEZRR School of Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong

LIFE SR ARIFREIZER Lingnan Institute of Further Education

PolyU(SPEED) FHETABEEEZZMR The School of Professional Education and Executive Development, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
VTC i2£21##J5 Vocational Training Council

{5 REMARK

HEEPE « BIHE  RADRMBR - EREEAHEAPE R PR EHRBREENRERRFEMFIILHBBE R AT LS FRENRE  KEXEREZBEY
FRT2EF © Students in aided, government and caput schools, schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and special schools with senior secondary classes studying the
senior secondary curriculum prepared by the Curriculum Development Council and published for use in schools by the EDB will be fully subsidised by the EDB to take ApL
courses.




