ApL

Applied Learning Courses
(2023-25 Cohort)

Introduction

Applied Learning (ApL) is a valued +im
senior secondary elective subject which ¥
complements other senior secondary
subjects to form a flexible subject
combination that helps enrich students’
subject choices. The courses focus on
practical learning elements linked to broad
professional and vocational fields with dual
emphasis on theory and practice. It develops
students’ knowledge, generic skills, positive
values and attitudes through providing simulated
or authentic contexts, as well as deepens students’
understanding of vocational and professional
education and training (VPET), preparing them for
further studies and work in future.

ApL covers six Areas of Studies, namely Creative
Studies; Media and Communication; Business,
Management and Law; Services; Applied Science;
and Engineering and Production. In addition, Applied
Learning Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students)
(ApL(C)) is provided exclusively for non-Chinese speaking
(NCS) students meeting specified circumstances’. ApL(C)
is designed to provide a simulated applied learning context
to help NCS students build a foundation for using Chinese §
in the workplace and obtain an alternative Chinese language
qualification? to prepare them for further studies and career
pursuits.

The duration of each ApL course (except ApL(C)) is 180 contact
hours, generally spanning two school years at the senior secondary
level, commencing either at Secondary 4 (S4) (to be completed at
Secondary 5 (S5)) or S5 (to be completed at Secondary 6 (S6)). The
duration of each ApL(C) course is 270 contact hours, spanning S4 to
S6.

Regarding the 2023-25 cohort, i.e. the cohort of students sitting the 2025
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE), the
Education Bureau (EDB) has already approved the offer of a total of 58
ApL courses to schools and students, including two pilot ApL courses,
three ApL(Vocational English)(ApL(VocE)) courses and three ApL(C)
courses. Please refer to the course list for details.

1 Students who have learned Chinese Language for less than six years while receiving primary

and secondary education; or students who have learned Chinese Language for six years or

more in schools, but have been taught an adapted and simpler Chinese Language curriculum
not normally applicable to the majority of students in local schools.

2 For the purpose of admission to post-secondary education programmes, ApL(C) is in general
accepted as an alternative Chinese Language qualification, but it is not considered an elective
subject.
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Application for ApL / ApL(C) Courses and relevant information

Each student can take a maximum of TWO ApL courses as elective subjects (NCS students meeting specified circumstances
can also take one ApL(C) course). Students intending to take ApL courses in the 2023-25 cohort (i.e. cohort of students
sitting the 2025 HKDSE), they can commence at S4 in the 2022/23 school year (Remark: Relevant application procedures
have been completed and the courses have commenced in September / October 2022), or at S5 in the 2023/24 school
year (students should apply through their schools from 22 February 2023 to 12 April 2023). For S4 NCS students intending
to take ApL(C) courses in the 2022/23 school year, they should apply through their schools from 12 October 2022 to
8 November 2022. Teachers, students and parents are welcome to participate in the following events to obtain more
information of ApL courses. Details are as follows:

m Applied Learning Courses Virtual Exhibition Applied Learning Taster Programmes
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Date October 2022 to April 2023

March 2023 (Saturdays)

sharing will be provided by course providers

Online resources on ApL Courses, e.g. course overview,
Content leaflet, learning and teaching activities, student works/

Course introduction, demonstration and workshops will be
provided by course providers

Target Students, parents, teachers and the public

Students

Enrolment | (https://apl-virtualexhibition2022.com/) or
the ApL website (www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en)

To visit through the following link Ll

Students can apply through schools. Details will be
announced in January 2023

Quality Assurance

The EDB has institutionalised an ApL quality assurance
mechanism involving the Curriculum Development Council
Committee on ApL, the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation
of Academic and Vocational Qualifications and the Hong Kong
Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) to ensure that
courses are, developed according to the design principles; the
curriculum is delivered as designed; and the learning outcomes of
students can meet the set standards.

Assessment and Attendance Requirement

ApL courses are Category B subjects of the HKDSE and there
is no public examination for ApL subjects. The assessment of
each ApL subject comprises six to ten tasks undertaken within
the period of study. Course providers will conduct assessments
of the respective ApL subjects while the HKEAA is responsible
for moderation of the assessment results submitted by the course
providers. The moderated results will be recorded on the HKDSE
certificate. Students taking ApL courses are required to attend
lessons (e.g. lecture and e-learning) and other learning activities
(e.g. application and practice activities, site visits and project
learning) arranged by the course providers. The attendance rate
of ApL courses has to reach at least 80% of the total contact hours.

Reporting of Performance and Recognition

The reporting of students’ performance in ApL subjects (except
ApL(C)) is by three levels, namely, “Attained”, “Attained with
Distinction (I)” and “Attained with Distinction (II)”. Performance
of “Attained with Distinction (I)” and “Attained with Distinction
(I1)” are deemed comparable to Level 3 and Level 4 or above of
Category A subjects of the HKDSE respectively. As for ApL(C),
student performance is reported as “Attained” and “Attained with
Distinction”. For all ApL courses, candidates with performance
below the standard of “Attained” or attendance rates below 80%
will be designated as “Unattained”, which will not be reported on
the HKDSE certificate.

In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students who have
successfully completed ApL courses that are registered in the
Qualifications Register as certificate programmes at Qualifications

Framework (QF) Level 3 will obtain a QF Level 3 [=]%
certificate to be issued by the course providers. e
Details are available on the Qualifications Register ]
website (www.hkqr.gov.hk). et
Further Studies and Work

All along, student admission in tertiary institutions has followed
the principle of institutional autonomy. For further studies in
undergraduate programmes, tertiary institutions value the
learning experiences that students acquire in ApL. ApL subjects
are recognised as elective subjects, or considered for award
of extra bonus or additional information, varying by individual
institutions, faculties or programmes. For further studies in
sub-degree programmes, students with level 2 or above in five
HKDSE subjects (including Chinese Language and English
Language) are eligible to apply for admission to Associate Degree
or Higher Diploma Programmes. In general, each student is allowed
to use up to two ApL subjects in the application. As for ApL(C),
currently, University Grants Committee-funded universities and
most post-secondary institutions accept ApL(C) as an alternative

qualification in Chinese Language for the admission of w5 S
NCS students with “Attained” as the minimum grade ZE#yE T
required. For details, please also refer to the relevant #;;1%"

websites of individual institutions or the EDB website
(www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en/quality-assurance-and-recognition).

The Civil Service Bureau (CSB) accepts students’ ApL O
resultsinthe HKDSE (including “Attained”and “Attained g
with Distinction”, up to a maximum of 2 ApL subjects) =% _1*
in civil service appointments. For details, please refer [=]¢E;
to the website of CSB (www.csb.gov.hk/english/info/2170.html).
The CSB also accepts “Attained” and “Attained with E"’%El
Distinction” in ApL(C) as meeting the Chinese language .
proficiency requirements of relevant civil service ranks.

For details, please also refer to the website of CSB !'5'
(https://lwww.csb.gov.hk/english/admin/appoint/35.html).
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List of Applied Learning Courses (2023—25 Cohort; 2025 HKDSE)

Biz and Media

BEES RIZHE R FIERHES E3E ;ﬁ;cﬂ SRTZIR (R aﬁme 2 HREE
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction
. FRSE R
676 1. BRPRER _ VTC Chinese or
Fashion Image Design English
n=tea 2. ENHEERG FRASCEZE X
e . 668 Interior and Exhibition VTC Chinese or
Design Studies Sesia English
3. HISFR—IKRERE FRSZER R
e 717 Jewellery Design in VTC Chinese or
) ‘4 + Digital Age English
- Aﬂ\'/ . 4 BHHERBERE e,
\ v ' » 669 Computer Game and VTC Chinese or
ta % Animation Design English
: pHEE R 5. EIS2ERATEEUE FRSZER R
glEEE M dgf:{,r‘g 707 Digital Comic Design and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Cl:;ative edia Arts Production English
Studies
710 |6 TATEESUE HKCT FRX
Popular Music Production Chinese
7. EEHFHE— EISEM b fhz
599 Taking a Chance HKAPA Chinese
ORI on Dance
Performing Arts 8. BB - MIEHE i
677 The Essentials of HKAPA Chinese
Theatre Arts
9. HEENERELNE RS SRL
711 Digital Media and Radio HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
T - ETREERS Production English
Films, TV and -
Broadcasting Studies 10. B2 B iRIsEe EPXEE*K
702 PRI SCRRIRRS . VTC Chinese or
Film and Transmedia English
1. BHS R RS # FRCER SRS
718 Digital Brand HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Communication English
IERRBLEER AR \ —
; ; - B
Media Production and 12. SRR E @ :
Public Relations 719 Multimedia Storytelling HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
nglish
13. ARAR Z1RRE(EER # FRSEZE X
708 PR and Multimedia HKCT Chinese or
Communication English
14. %iﬂ;ﬁé%(ﬂgﬁﬁ*%)— *
BREREE ENEE sy
Media and 715 Applied Learning VTC Erizlish
c icati (Vocational English) —
ommunication English Communication
15. B2 E (HERFE) — *
R BR TS EE T
== Bt 723 Applied Learning HKCT English
L;: =ll.|a o and (Vocational English) —
8ult?.lre English for Business Services
16. E@ig(ﬁﬂ&k%ﬁ;ﬁ )—*
AR e =
716 Applied Learning (Vocational HKU (SPACE) Er;*;;ﬁish
English) — English for Service
Professionals
17. BIEREE — sk < 54
728 Creative English - HKCT English

BEGE BT L] REKE B ARG B HEPES
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction
18. BIEREE — AR < Y
729 Creative English - CityU (SCOPE) English
PR and Marketing
19. BER#E (O8X) X REX
726 Practical Translation LIFE Chinese and
(CHI-ENG) English
ZEERIE 20.FEF HEERBAIE 7 X R HEE
Language and 731 Applied Japanese and LIFE Chinese and
- Culture Japanese Culture Japanese
BEREER N
Media and 21 £EHERBAXL * P K HEE
Communication 732 Everyday Japanese and HKU (SPACE) Chinese and
Japanese Culture Japanese
22 BEIFENX KXt R K583
725 Korean Language and LIFE Chinese and
Culture Korean
BEtREm 23 BFEHE LG TS
Accgynting and 703 :i;counting for e-Business CityU (SCOPE) Cgr:]gl?sehor
inance
e FRAS BB
24 N\TEeE—HEER . .
720 ) ; CityU (SCOPE) Chinese or
BML Al in Business English
25. B BUBER FRSZERZRSL
693 Data Application for HKIT Chinese or
— TR Business English
[E A =$5 Business Studies AR B
g 26. £RRHEAF o
KR 730 - TR . HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Business, Introduction to Fintech English
Mz?]fjgfgnvf”t 27, ThB B R L 1R s
681 Marketing and Online CityU (SCOPE) Chinese
Promotion
sErREa 28. HEAHEETS AR BT X
Legal St_Ll?_dies 672 Law Enforcement in HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
Hong Kong English
29. ¥k I aE 32 t =g
721 Modern Southeast HKCT :
Asi - Chinese
sian Cuisine
BRRERERE 30. BT R e 448 # R BT
Food Services 688 Patisserie and Café HKCT Chinese or
g and Management Operations English
) . Y
31. AR E VT .
. . 616 Western Cuisine C Chlne§e or
English
@ 32 HIBEEAMBESE thy
709 Airport Passenger HKCT Chinese
R Terminal Operations
Services SRS 33, BRI EE # , PR3 B EET
Hospitality 611 Hospitality Services CityU (SCOPE) Chinese or
Services in Practice English
s # FRS B ZEC
615 34, JBIEEE VTC Chinese or
Hotel Operations -
English

e EeEiE R L] RERE et RAIRGUEE B HEES
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction
35. 4R EEE FRIE R
704 Child Care and CICE Chinese or
@ Development English
(X ] ARt BT 36. RHE P B
Personal and 665 Child Care and VTC Chinese or
Community Services B English
. 610 Fundamental CICE Chi
Services Cosmetology nese
; 38. RPAIFTERIE R
SI=E| s
E ﬁjﬁsﬂqL 712 Food Innovation and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
ood Science Sefeee English
39. BYEIE : E374
689 Animal Care CityU (SCOPE) English
40. FREEZERA AR ==hvg
592 Foundation in Chinese HKU (SPACE) Chinese
Medicine
EARER -
femReEe 61g | 4 mmmEEES CICE FMERY
. ; . Chinese or
Medical Science Health Care Practice English
and Health Care
42, BFSILERTIE AR R
660 Medical Laboratory HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Science English
43 RFREIE R oG B
B 713 Rehabilitation Care ICE Chinese or
ﬂi}i Tlij Practice English
Science S EE &I E 3
662 44‘35%?(—2-2%2 cholo LIFE Chinese or
P (212 YEIOCOY English
Psychology st
691 45 FRADER HKBU (SCE) E&Xj@e}‘(
Practical Psychology Elr?gl?ghor
46, 3B KRR EAE IR R
674 Exercise and Fitness HKCT Chinese or
1) Coaching English
SpoiiS 47 BEFRRIBEHE P GES
627 Exercise Science and HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
Health Fitness English
oy s FRA B
Lk BMEMETR | * Dl Consrcton e “Engish |
o Civil, Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering 49, BRRELR TR PR Y
o) 683 Electrical and Energy VTC Chinese or
% — Engineering English
. o 50. A TEREERHEAH A FR3ZEREEST
IE&EE 722 Al and Robotics HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Engineering B TH English
and Information Engineering B,
. 51. BRSSERERHR A E
Production 684 Computer Forensic HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Technology English

BTG Y bl RIS B SRARIRGUEE B HEPES
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction
FAS BB
52. ERFEFIR :
714 HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
ez eSports Technolo ;
HHILE o 24 English
. Information .
Engineering 706 53. HiFHEE @ EPKEE%Y
o Tech Basics HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
s — English
& -
54. B FR3CEEE L
THEREE 640 [ HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
Engineering BRI H2 English
and Services thy B
I B
q i 0 B
Production Engineering 69g | So-HEE HKCT Chinese or
ailway Studies English
56. HERIEHX <+ iy
695 Chinese in Business PolyU (SPEED) Chinese
Service
E3177
A 57. RABEHY * i
(JFEERASAEEA ) 700 Chinese in Practical HKBU (SCE) :
Applied Learning Chinese o Chinese
. : ontext
(for non-Chinese speaking students)
- <
699 58. B ':FY
Practical Chinese HKCT Chinese
i NOTE 1
G EERAETER 2022/23 BAEFRPUREIR o o % The course will not be available for Secondary 4 in the 2022/23 s.y.
# BAEER—EREARANRTHEE—E T#, ERNERRE - # For courses marked with “#”, only one course in the course cluster could be taken by a student.
* BHEARMEE—{E "%, ERARE o [w] it ] % For courses marked with “3”, only one course could be taken by a student. [m] i [w]
< BERAEE—E "< ZRARE <> For courses marked with “<>”, only one course could be taken by a student.
* BUEHAMEE—FE "k, ERAERE © % For courses marked with “k”, only one course could be taken by a student.
< %EREH%EEE Med | HERAVEERR [w] o For courses marked with “s§”, only one course could be taken by a student. =

FREBHBECRERSI  BERITTRERZNEERM - BH
EREEBE-NRBENERALERE  FTEEZREREM
WEBEREERBEMNETE HBHEEEZMNEE
(www.hkgr.gov.hk ) FIFERZZHE (www.edb.gov.hk/apl) °

@ TIRREARRE B "HE —AIRBEER(CLAP-
TECH) s GBI —&8%) » SHEISERRERSEEPNBEIR @
& - BRIFE - ARRRRRMRE SERSABHENE

AR o

In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students who have successfully completed ApL courses
that are registered in the Qualifications Register as certificate programmes at Qualifications
Framework (QF) Level 3 will obtain a QF Level 3 certificate to be issued by the course providers.
Details are available on the Qualifications Register website (www.hkgr.gov.hk) and the ApL website
(www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en).

The courses below are pilot courses which are part of the CLAP-TECH project that aims to
develop a learning pathway with the engagement of industries. For details, please contact the
course provider, HKBU(SCE).

B ZRzan e SAzIRAtEE B e _
Area of Studies Course Cluster Course Note 1 Course Provider Note2 Medium of Instruction
HEERER IRREBUIEERNFLRA LR ZIRREHE # HKBU (SCE) X B
Media and Communication Media Production and Public Relations Multimedia Storytelling # Chinese or English
TRRREE HTRE HHRER HKBU (SCE) FRS B HT
Engineering and Production Information Engineering Tech Basics Chinese or English
= NOTE 2
SRIZIR{HH4E Course Provider
CICE BiEit@ERE Caritas Institute of Community Education
CityU (SCOPE) ERFHHABREEEIEZ R School of Continuing and Professional Education, City University of Hong Kong
HKAPA FHEHEEZR The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
HKBU (SCE) EEFEABIHERFE LR School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University
HKCT EHBFEHEEZ K Hong Kong College of Technology
HKIT BB E FER Hong Kong Institute of Technology
HKU (SPACE) EBABEEEEZR School of Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong
LIFE SRR BIHGEZZR Lingnan Institute of Further Education
PolyU(SPEED) BB T ABEEHEEZIR The School of Professional Education and Executive Development, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
VTC Bi23# 5 Vocational Training Council
s REMARK

TEEMPE  BIREB  RAPREE - BERABETEIP R KR
BTN EHEREERRERREG R LARERA
hZEPRENSRE  BEXNEREREMREER -

Students in aided, government and caput schools, schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and
special schools with senior secondary classes studying the senior secondary curriculum prepared
by the Curriculum Development Council and published for use in schools by the EDB will be fully
subsidised by the EDB to take ApL courses.




