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Assessment of ApL Subjects

 Category B elective subjects under HKDSE

 No public exam in ApL subjects

 HKDSE results based on completion of 6 – 10

assessment tasks

 Assessments designed and implemented by CPs

 The HKEAA is responsible for monitoring the

quality of assessments conducted by CPs to

ensure the overall appropriateness of the

assessment results



2021 HKDSE ApL Results 

• 3,115 subjects assessed

• 37 subjects including two ApL Chinese (for non-

Chinese speaking students)

• Overall results (except ApL C):

 Attained or above: 93.5% 

 Attained with Distinction (I) or above: 28.1%

 Attained with Distinction (II): 8.2% 



Results of 2021 ApL Chinese 

(for non-Chinese speaking students)

• 91 subjects assessed

• Three ApL (for non-Chinese speaking students)

courses

• Overall results:

 ‘Attained’ or above: 86.8% 

 ‘Attained with Distinction’: 20.9% 



Reporting System of ApL Subjects

Reported in 3 grades:

*Attained with Distinction (I)

Attained

* Attained with Distinction (I) is comparable to L3 while Attained with Distinction (II)
is comparable to L4 or above for Category A subjects

*Attained with Distinction (II)



Proposed 

Cut Score

Recommended Cut Score 

Course Moderation Report

+

Quality of Assessment Task Assessment Criteria

Assessment Task

Marking Quality
Performance 

Standard

Determining the level of ‘Attained’: 

Course Moderation by Expert Judgement 



Considerations for deciding a cut score 

of ‘Attained’

1.  Assessment Task

(validity)

Assessment Tasks and Criteria

• Relevance

• Coverage/sufficiency

• Cognitive requirement 

• Discriminatory power

• Structure of  test/exam paper

• Appropriateness (question type)

• Weightings of questions/sections

2.   Marking Quality 

(reliability)

• Accuracy

• Consistency

• Compliance with marking criteria

3.  Performance Standard • Mark statistics

• Samples of performance

• PD of Attained 



Unattained

Attained

Attained with Distinction (I)

Cut score for Attained

• Proposed by CP 

• Moderated by a panel of judges 

with reference to samples of students’ 

work in relation to the Performance 

Descriptors

Cut score for Attained with Distinction (I) 

• Award percentage is determined 

statistically based on the Group Ability 

Index (GAI) for Level 3 of HKDSE core 

subjects

Attained with Distinction (II)

Cut score for Attained with Distinction (II) 

• Award percentage is determined 

statistically based on the Group Ability 

Index (GAI) for Level 4 or above of 

HKDSE core subjects

Determining Distinction Levels by 

Statistical Method 



ApL Chinese 

(for non-Chinese speaking students)

Reported in 2 grades*:

Attained

* Refinement of levels of performance would be considered when  

more data is collected

Attained with Distinction



Performance Descriptors of ‘Attained’ (PD)



Assessment Scheme



Points to Note



Registration for HKDSE

 Students taking ApL subjects (including

S5/6 repeaters) must register through

schools to enter for HKDSE

 Entries from private candidates will

normally not be accepted



ApL Repeaters 

 S6 repeaters may re-take the same ApL 

subjects as school candidates with the 

support of CP 

 It should be noted that:

 Y1 marks will not be counted

 Y2 marks will be proportionally adjusted 

to 100%

 Y2 assessment should constitute at least 

50% of the subject total; otherwise, 

alternative assessments will be required



Attendance Requirement

 Minimum attendance requirement of 80%

 DSE result reported as ‘Unattained’ if 

attendance is less than 80%



SEN Provision 

 Aims of special arrangements:

 to allow students to be equitably assessed under 

suitable conditions without having an unfair 

advantage or disadvantage over other students

 Discretion should be exercised in providing special 

arrangements to SEN students, depending on the 

nature and severity of their disabilities 

 SEN students’ data will be treated the same as other 

ordinary students’ data



SEN Provision (Cont’d)

 Details regarding SEN provision: 

 ApL Assessment Information Package 

 Guidelines on SEN arrangements

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/Candidates/special_needs_candi

dates/index.html

‘Integrated Newsletter(融情)’

http://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/edu-

system/special/overview/newsletter/32/index.html

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/Candidates/special_needs_candidates/index.html
http://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/edu-system/special/overview/newsletter/32/index.html


Useful links

 HKDSE Regulations and Assessment Frameworks
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/HKDSE/Exam_Regulations/2016HKDSE_
Regulation_E.pdf

 ApL Assessment Information Package (Core Part)
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/Subject_Information/apl/

 Applied Learning Subjects
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category
_b_subjects

 Grading Procedures and Standards-referenced 
Reporting in the HKDSE Examination
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/Leaflets/HKDSE_SRR_A4booklet_
Mar2018.pdf

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/Subject_Information/apl/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category_b_subjects
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