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26 May 2020

To: Principals of Secondary Schools

Applied L earning Cour ses (2021-23 Cohort)
Arrangement Detailsfor Course Commencement at Secondary 4

The purpose of this letter is to inform schools of the details of implementation of the
Applied Learning (ApL) courses at Secondary 4 (S4) in the 2020/21 school year and
facilitate interested schools to make earlier arrangements.

Details

2. Currently, students generally begin to take ApL courses at S5 and complete them at
S6. Some schools have also applied for “Piloting Early Course Commencement of ApL”!
to allow students to start the ApL courses at S4. Regarding the ApL courses of the
2021-23 cohort, as in the past, schools may consider early offering these coursesat S4in
the 2020/21 school year, allowing students to start taking the courses at S4 and
complete them at S5. According to the prevailing arrangement, the students concerned
should apply for entering the relevant ApL subjects in the 2023 Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education (HKDSE) Examination upon promotion to S6. As for the
arrangements of offering the relevant ApL courses at S52, please refer to the circular
memorandum to be issued later.

3. For the arrangement of early course commencement of the ApL courses (2021-23
cohort) at S4, schools may refer to the course list and the respective implementation mode
at Annex 1 and the notes on application at Annex 2.

4. If your school intends to offer the ApL course(s) at S4 in the 2020/21 school year,
please complete the application form at Annex 3 and submit it to the Applied Learning
Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB by fax (fax no.: 2714 2456). The
application deadlines for offering courses via Mode 1 and Mode 2 arrangements are
24 June and 15 July 2020 respectively. Please note that schools intending to offer Mode

! For the implementation details of “Piloting Early Course Commencement of ApL” of ApL courses for the 2020-22
cohort, please refer to para. 20 of EDBCM No.174/2019.

2 Schools can arrange students studying S4 in the 2020/21 school year to apply for taking the ApL courses of the 2021-23
cohort at S5 and S6, and register for entry to relevant ApL subjects in the 2023 HKDSE Examination.

484k http://www.edb.gov.hk BTTE : edbinfo@edb.gov.hk
Web site : http://www.edb.gov.hk E-mail : edbinfo@edb.gov.hk



2 class(es) (including through collaboration with other schools) have to reach an initial
consent with relevant course provider(s) beforehand on the implementation details,
including allocation of teaching work, provision of lesson support, arrangements of venues
and facilities, etc.

5. In order to facilitate students to make informed choices of ApL courses, apart from
providing guidance support, schools may encourage students to refer to the ApL course
prospectus (2020-22) 3 already uploaded to the website
http://www.edb.gov.hk/apl/prospectus 2020-22.pdf. Schools may also request copies of the
course prospectus by returning the request form at Annex 4.

Tech Basics

6. As mentioned in the Annex 1 of EDBCM No. 174/2019, an ApL course entitled
“Tech Basics” has been tried out in some schools since the beginning of 2020. The pilot
initiative aims at developing a learning pathway on Information Technology and
STEM-related disciplines with the engagement of industrial partners. The pathway starts
with taking “Tech Basics” at S4, and provides articulation opportunities for students to
pursue Higher Diploma programmes if their HKDSE Examination results meet the
minimum entry requirements for sub-degree programmes.

7. In addition to the schools currently participating in the pilot, “Tech Basics™ will be
open to students studying S4 in the 2020/21 school year (i.e. the current S3 students) in
public sector and Direct Subsidy Scheme schools for application via Mode 1 arrangement.
The course is expected to be commenced at S4 in January 2021. Schools intending to
arrange the S3 students to apply for the course should refer to the application arrangement
stated in paragraphs 3 and 4. Student applicants will be invited to attend interviews
arranged by the course provider in due course. For details of the course, please refer to
the following website:
https://www.sce.hkbu.edu.hk/en/programme/applied-learning-tech-basics/.

Enquiry

8. For further enquiry, please contact Ms Y P CHUANG at 3698 3179 or Ms Amy LAU
at 3698 3177 of the Applied Learning Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB.

Yours sincerely,

= e

(Edith YC TSE)
for Secretary for Education
Encls.

3 ApL courses (2021-23 cohort) available for schools to offer at S4 in the 2020/21 school year are basically those ApL
courses in the 2020-22 cohort which have been approved to be continuously provided.



EHEHEZEERE (202123 F£&)
AR 2020721 R P UKEARRE —BER
List of Senior Secondary Applied Learning Courses (2021-23 Cohort) for

Course Commencement at Secondary 4 in the 2020/21 School Year

Fi$%— Annex 1
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Studies Provider Instruction NOTE 3
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Applied 4 ]
PN N 1 P AE
Science g 662 }f%%_ 2 LIFE . B 1
Psychology Applied Psychology* Chinese or English
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674 |Exercise and Fitness HKCT . . 1,2
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E Coaching*
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Civil,Electrical 683 |Electrical and Energy VTC . . 1,2
) ] . Chinese or English
and Mechanical Engineering®
1244 Iinglneerlng
Engineering | F 14 [ e HKBU ¢ REe
and Infor.matl(.)n 706 | Tech Basics T (SCE) |Chinese or English !
Production | _Engineering
‘ sz HKU v R
Fhﬁl.l # 640 Aviation Studies (SPACE) |Chinese or English 1.2
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# 3* Remarks

FATH A € FUR B W (bl4e 43 B Rl 4 A R X B B TR RE) TS T A v B M (F4p0 Y ¢ R
¥ 5 #%#E 5 awin]) o Course providers will confirm finally whether to provide relevant courses (including classes with Chinese or English as the
medium of instruction) at Secondary 4 according to individual situation (e.g. number of student applicants for individual courses, lesson arrangement,
venues and resources allocation, etc).

ot 2021-23 £ R R B Y FAm g e g henid @ 2 F o All Applied Learning (ApL) courses to be provided in the 2021-23 cohort will
be announced in the circular memorandum to be issued later.

- NOTE1

B4 hke- Bifenp PP BH - #ETF T#H g BT T@ ) PEARIR DT B T HARRAR SR T B P18 #r 2021-23 & R4k % - Forcourses
marked with “#”, only ONE course in the course cluster can be taken by a student. Courses marked with “@” are being reviewed and will be provided
in the 2021-23 cohort subject to approval by the Education Bureau.

AP AFEY B PR B B RF Y S R RE KT B A E RS RS R F BRE TR R Y R S BERT b 2 KT
eiAz * o All students in aided, government and Direct Subsidy Scheme secondary schools, caput schools and special schools operating senior
secondary classes following the senior secondary curriculum recommended by the Curriculum Development Council will be fully subsidised by the
Education Bureau to take ApL courses.

3 - NOTE 2
A2k &4 Course Provider
CICE PEAERETR Caritas Institute of Community Education
CityU(SCOPE) ABBH £ L ¥ F School of Continuing and Professional Education, City University of Hong Kong
HKBU(SCE) ABEE X EF YK F1 School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University
HKCT ABEEREBER Hong Kong College of Technology
HKIT ABEPHE IR Hong Kong Institute of Technology
HKU(SPACE) AEEEE e E R School of Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong
LIFE B i BEYefn Lingnan Institute of Further Education
VTC B 2R Vocational Training Council

= NOTE 3

B - ARl & X P A B A TR B SR 1T Tl SRR T AR FRF R SRR A 0 AP b ol @ s
ZARARA RATEREE 0 I d BRI AR ST T TR R P BRASGAR GBI OF T s fE s RE 1 T ik
HEAE T EF oK E - ForMode 1, courses take place mainly at the venues of course providers on Saturdays and are taught by the tutors who
are recognised by the course providers. Schools should make arrangements for students to attend the courses according to the timetables set by the
course providers. As for Mode 2, courses take place mainly in schools, with lessons collaboratively arranged by teachers of schools and tutors recognised
by course providers. Schools should work out the detailed arrangements with course providers, such as allocation of teaching work, provision of lesson
support, arrangements of venues and facilities, etc.

= NOTE 4

R EV O B e o (THGY 0 f A8 0 LS E R e BV R TP L ) & 2019/20 FE BT o 28 F iR
CRHAR EBE AR ZE B R T IR BAOE R TF R E | BT 2020/21 F £ R 7 o 5T OE Kb 0 2021-23 & B diA Y
- SFRLY G B 2021 & 10 AP m BB ke § ORARESARE 2 (G T HT 202021 B ARG Y w b 2 )R BREF Y 0 & 2
Hefed b H S eng 242/ o To explore the direction of curriculum development and implementgtion modes of ApL, including more engagement
of industries, a pilot ApL course “Tech Basics” has been tried out in the 2019/20 school year. The participating organisations in the scheme include
School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University, the course provider, and the pilot schools. “Tech Basics” will continue to be tried out in the
2020/21 school year. In addition to the pilot schools, the course will be open for Mode 1 applications for the 2021-23 cohort, which will commence at
Secondary 4 in January 2021. Students (applicable to students who will study secondary 4 in the 2020/21 school year) intending to apply for the course
should submit their applications through schools and participate in the interview processes to be arranged by the course provider later.



Annex 2
Offering Applied Learning (ApL) Courses (2021-23 Cohort)
at Secondary 4 (S4) in the 2020/21 School Year

Notes on Application

Schools intending to offer the ApL courses (2021-23 cohort) at S4 in the 2020/21 school year may submit
application via Mode 1 and/or Mode 2 (including through collaboration with other schools) arrangements.
Points to note are as follows:

Application for offering course(s) via Mode 1

Schools have to submit the completed application form (Annex 3) to the Applied Learning Section,
Curriculum Development Institute, EDB on or before 24 Jun 2020 (Wed), with related information
such as course name, mode of implementation and estimated number of student applicants.

Course providers will inform students via schools of the selection interview arrangements (including
date, time, mode) on or before 4 Jul 2020 (Sat). The EDB will release the selection results to schools
as soon as possible.

The EDB will contact individual schools on or before 15 Jul 2020 (Wed) to confirm the enrolment list,
to be endorsed by the principal, and hence the provisional Diversity Learning Grant for disbursement
in Aug 2020.

The course commencement arrangements will be uploaded to the ApL website (www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en)
before course commencement.

Application for offering course(s) via Mode 2

Schools should negotiate with course providers about the arrangement details of the Mode 2 ApL course
commencing at S4 by Jul 2020 (e.g. formulation of course duration, time-tabling, selection interview
procedures; allocation of teaching work, provision of lesson support, arrangements of venues and
facilities, course fee reduction, etc). Some course providers may arrange school-based taster
programmes for S3 students of the schools concerned if applicable.

Schools have to submit the completed application form (Annex 3) to the Applied Learning Section,
Curriculum Development Institute, EDB on or before 15 Jul 2020 (Wed), with related information
such as course name, mode of implementation and estimated number of student applicants. If schools
need more time to liaise with course providers on related applications, please contact the Applied
Learning Section for support.

Course providers will arrange selection interviews for students as agreed with schools and inform
schools about the selection results. The EDB will then contact individual schools to confirm the
enrolment list, to be endorsed by the principal, and hence the provisional Diversity Learning Grant for
disbursement in Aug 2020 the earliest.

Schools should have an agreement with course providers about course commencement arrangements
before course commencement.

Schools should make a written agreement with course providers (e.g. memorandum of understanding)
before course commencement regarding the use of the school premises. The record of the agreement
should be properly kept by schools. Please note that course providers registered under the Education
Ordinance (Chapter 279) are required to submit application for extension of school premises to the
School Registration and Compliance Section, EDB, with the agreement of schools.


http://www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en

Annex 3
Offering Applied Learning (ApL) Courses (2021-23 Cohort)

at Secondary 4 in 2020/21 School Year

Application Form

<> Please return the completed application form to the Applied Learning Section, Curriculum
Development Institute, EDB by fax (fax no.: 2714 2456) on or before 24 Jun 2020 (Mode 1)/

15 Jul 2020 (Mode 2).
<> For enquiries, please contact the Applied Learning Section, Curriculum Development Institute,
EDB at 3698 3186.
Note:

1. This application form should be completed by schools intending to offer the Applied Learning (ApL)
courses at Secondary 4 (S4) in the 2020/21 school year (sy) via Mode 1 / Mode 2. If the offering
of Mode 2 course is arranged via collaboration of schools, each of the schools should submit its
application form separately.

2. Please make copies of Part C of this application form if needed.

3. If schools intend to offer Mode 2 course(s) and are unable to submit the application form before the
said date, please contact the Applied Learning Section for support.

4. Upon receiving applications, EDB will confirm with individual schools about student particulars via
e-mail in due course.

Part A School and Contact Person Information

School Name

School No. - Tel. No.
Name of

Contact Person Post
Tel. No. Fax No. Email

Part B Declaration by School Principal

I confirm that
(a) my school intends to offer a total of ApL course(s) at S4 in the 2020/21 sy, with details
given overleaf; and

(b) (applicable to schools intending to offer via Mode 2 course(s) only) my school has reached initial
consent with relevant course provider(s) on offering the ApL course(s) at S4 via Mode 2.

Signature of Principal

School
Chop

Name of principal

Date

Application Form / p.1



Part C Information of ApL Courses to be Offered

ApL Course 1

Course Provider

(11 []2

*k

Course Name Mode [] collaboration
Start date End Date

(month/year) (month/year) No. of students

Remarks

ApL Course 2

Course Provider

11 []2
*
Course Name Mode [ ] collaboration
Start date End Date
(month/year) (month/year) No. of students
Remarks
ApL Course 3
Course Provider
1t []2

*
Course Name Mode [ Jcollaboration
Start date End Date
(month/year) (month/year) No. of students
Remarks
ApL Course 4

Course Provider

(I [

*

Course Name Mode [Jcollaboration
Start date End Date

(month/year) (month/year) No. of students

Remarks

* Please put a “v” in the appropriate box(es)
Application Form / p.2
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Request Form for Applied Learning Course Materials

ERNEHIGRIEER  FHELAEXREZEFRIRAELREENEZEEHMHE (FEIEH
2337 0371) > WM A FIEE HIWIR AR T 2 B2 4 B F A0 1E LT H R <H HLC:
If schools wish to collect the course materials, please fax this application form to Applied Learning

Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB (fax no.: 2337 0371), and collect the course materials
according to the specified date at the following venue from 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm:

JUREE I IRE 19 B E B ILEERE RS T 008 E—# WI130 =

Room W130, 1/F, West Block, Education Bureau Kowloon Tong Education Services Centre,
19 Suffolk Road, Kowloon Tong, Kowloon

75 37 B8 &% Enquiry Telephone No.: 3698 3185

F—E - HERMEE  PartI: To be completed by School

L EA

Name of School: i S ]
N 57 M/ s
Contact Person: % Ms* HEH Date: School Chop
BEEEYEHE Tel. No.: {HEHEHS Fax No.:

*EEIE R AEHZ o Please delete as appropriate.

AR R BT B e sE B H AT

Our school wishes to obtain the following publications with quantities and date of collection proposed below:

RIEMEEF Prospectus 2020-22: 2 copies

ERlELE Information Leaflet 2020-22: {53 copies

BEEIUEHL 2020/ /

Proposed date of collection:

H Month H Day

FE_H 4y HEFR/IERE PartIl: To be completed by the Education Bureau

e

A E R A HRE TR R EEHHERLL TREER -

Please bring along this form and carrying tools for collecting the following course materials on the specified date.

RIZHEEE Prospectus 2020-22: K copies
E LR Information Leaflet 2020-22: 57 copies
FHELE
Date of collection: 2020 / /

H Month H Day
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