Ref : (1) in EDB(CD/K&P)/PH/1(1)

23 November 2023
Education Bureau Circular No. 20/2023

Introduction of Primary Humanities

[Note: This circular should be read by-

(a) Supervisors/Heads of all Government Schools, Aided Schools (including
Special Schools), Caput Schools, Private Schools, and Schools under the Direct
Subsidy Schemes — for action; and

(b) Heads of Sections — for information.]

Summary

The purpose of this circular is to announce the release of the Primary
Humanities Curriculum Framework (Provisional Draft) prepared by the Ad Hoc
Committee on Primary Humanities Curriculum under the Curriculum Development
Council (CDC) and details of the support measures, curriculum briefing sessions and
school questionnaire survey.

Background

2. The 2023 Policy Address delivered by the Chief Executive announced the
introduction of Primary Science and Primary Humanities. The relevant circular on
Primary Science (EDB Circular No. 18/2023) was issued on 14 November 2023 for
schools’ reference.

3. To tie in with the introduction of Primary Science, the Education Bureau
(EDB) has been concurrently formulating the curriculum of Primary Humanities. The
Primary Humanities curriculum is based on the current General Studies curriculum.
Most of the content is derived from the existing topics of General Studies and is
reorganised with enrichment on the elements of Chinese culture, national history and
national geography. The enrichment aims to keep pace with the times and
systematically cultivate students’ sense of belonging to our country, national sentiments
and sense of national identity from an early age for the implementation of Patriotic
Education. The EDB has been proactively carrying out relevant preparatory work to
facilitate schools in preparation for the implementation of the curriculum.

4, Primary Humanities covers the content of the Personal, Social and Humanities
Education Key Learning Area. It aims to help students develop their understanding of
individuals, families, our country and the world; nurture their humanistic qualities by
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learning to respect the value of every individual, treasure themselves and care about the
well-being of others so as to build a caring and inclusive society. Students are
expected to appreciate and inherit history and culture as common human experiences;
care for the environment and love nature as well as promote sustainable development.
Since the curriculum content covers the core elements of the Personal, Social and
Humanities Education Key Learning Area and highlights the importance of humanistic
qualities, the subject is named Primary Humanities. This can clearly reflect the
learning content and allow teachers to help students build a solid knowledge foundation,
develop generic skills and different thinking skills, cultivate proper values and attitudes,
and strengthen students’ patriotism and understanding of our country, so as to further
promote humanities education, national education and national security education, etc.
as well as enhance the interface between primary and junior/senior secondary levels.

Details

5. Primary Humanities will be implemented in phases. The EDB recommends
that schools, with due regard to the school context and readiness, pilot the new
curriculum according to the Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework in the 2024/25
school year at the earliest.  Starting from the 2025/26 school year, all primary schools
in Hong Kong are required to implement Primary Humanities (starting from P1 and P4
IS recommended).

6. The EDB will continuously provide support to schools for the implementation
of the new curriculum (please refer to paragraphs 9 and 10 for details), including
diversified teacher training courses and learning and teaching resources. [Notes: Past
and current teacher training courses as well as learning and teaching resources provided
for General Studies teachers are still applicable to Primary Humanities.]

Curriculum Emphases and Content of Primary Humanities

7. “Cultivating Values for Leaders of Tomorrow, Enquiry Learning and Making
Connection with Life” is the rationale of the Primary Humanities curriculum. The
curriculum helps students integrate and apply knowledge and skills, explore issues
from multiple perspectives as well as care for the development of society, our country
and the world through diversified enquiry and experiential learning activities. It also
helps students explore issues from different perspectives; care for the development of
society, our country and the world; and nurture positive attitudes, proper values as well
as good behaviours and habits of cherishing life, self-improvement and self-
encouragement.  Meanwhile, through the learning of topics such as the social
development of Hong Kong, Chinese culture, significant national historical events and
figures, the development and achievement of our country as well as linkage between
our country and the world, students are able to understand that Hong Kong has the
advantage of enjoying strong support of the Motherland and being closely connected
to the world, which helps them build up cultural confidence and become informed and
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responsible persons to contribute to the common good for the family, society, our
country and the world.

8. Most of the content of the Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework
(Provisional Draft) is derived from the existing strands and the core learning elements
of General Studies. After re-organisation, the curriculum covers the following six
strands, including “Health and Living”, “Environment and Living”, “Financial
Education and Economics”, “Community and Citizenship”, “Our Country and I”” and
“The World and I’ (Annex 2) (Chinese version only). Under different topics, the
breadth and depth of the essential learning content for different primary levels are stated
clearly. The curriculum framework also provides detailed elaboration of the learning
content, suggested learning activities or teaching suggestions, and relevant learning and
teaching resources for each topic for teachers’ reference and use. Teachers can take
into account their school context, students’ needs and learning progress, and the
learning content of relevant subjects to integrate or adjust the suggested learning
activities or teaching suggestions through school-based professional arrangements such
as subject panel meetings and collaborative lesson preparation.

Professional Training for In-service Teachers

9. The training related to humanities education provided for General Studies
teachers in recent years is still applicable to Primary Humanities. Relevant training
information has been uploaded to the EDB website (https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph) and
teachers can continue to use it as a reference. Besides, the EDB will continuously
provide diversified training opportunities, including the provision of approximately
4,000 training places for the training related to the learning and teaching of Primary
Humanities every year to enhance teachers’ professional capacity in teaching Primary
Humanities. The arrangements for the professional training are as follows:

@) Professional training courses for Primary Humanities teachers
(including seminars, workshops, guided study tours etc.): The targets of
the training are all Primary Humanities teachers. The content covers
different themes including curriculum interpretation, curriculum planning
and assessment, learning and teaching strategies, national historical figures
and stories, cultural heritage of our country, national geography, guided study
tours, the latest development of our country, Constitution and Basic Law
education, financial education, environmental education, anti-drug
education, media and information literacy education, etc.; and

(b) Setting up of the Primary Humanities Learning Circle:
Interested schools will be invited to join the learning circle. Activities
including experience exchange, open lessons, experience sharing sessions,
etc. will be organised to strengthen professional exchange among Primary
Humanities teachers and broaden their professional horizons.


https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph

Curriculum Resources

10. The learning and teaching resources provided for General Studies teachers in
recent years are still applicable to Primary Humanities. Relevant information has been
uploaded onto the EDB webpage (https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph).  Teachers can
continue to use them as references. In tandem with the implementation of the Primary
Humanities curriculum, the EDB will provide more diversified learning and teaching
resources from the 2023/24 school year, including:

@ Learning and teaching resources of Primary Humanities: In
tandem with the content of the Primary Humanities curriculum, the EDB will
continue to provide learning and teaching resources (including those related
to enquiry learning, such as comics and drama on national history) to support
teachers in the teaching of Primary Humanities. The learning and teaching
resources will be launched starting from the 2023/24 school year. The past
learning and teaching resources related to humanities education provided by
the EDB for General Studies teachers are still applicable.

(b) Online learning platform for students: The EDB has launched
the “Constitution and Basic Law Online Self-learning Platform for Upper
Primary Students”. Students can log in to the platform using their Hong
Kong Education City accounts to conduct self-learning.

Related website http://cble.edb.hkedcity.net/student

Link of the self-learning
platform

(c) Card games: The EDB will develop card games for the Primary
Humanities curriculum, including “Matching of Monuments in Hong Kong -
The Past and The Present” and “The History, Culture and Geography of Our
Country” to provide opportunities for students to learn in an interactive and
interesting way, and enrich students’ learning experiences within and beyond
the classroom. The card games will be launched starting from the 2023/24
school year.

Curriculum Briefing Sessions

11. To enable schools to understand the content of the Primary Humanities
Curriculum Framework (Provisional Draft) and to collect stakeholders’ views, the
Kindergarten and Primary Section of the EDB, together with the Science Education
Section, will conduct four curriculum briefing sessions on Primary Humanities and
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Primary Science from November to December 2023 (please refer to EDB Circular
N0.18/2023 for details). The school head and two relevant teaching staff members
from each primary school are recommended to attend the curriculum briefing sessions
(CSD020230589). Schools can enroll in the briefing sessions via the EDB Training
Calendar System (tcs.edb.gov.hk) from 14 November 2023.

School Questionnaire Survey

12. The EDB is going to collect schools’ views on the implementation of the
Primary Humanities curriculum, in particular, schools’ readiness and needs for
support, for reference by the Curriculum Development Institute. Please refer to the
enclosed documents “Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework (Provisional
Draft)” (Annex 3) (Chinese version only) and “Primary Humanities Curriculum School
Questionnaire Survey” (Annex 4) (Chinese version only), which have also been
uploaded onto the Primary Humanities webpage of the Kindergarten and Primary
Section, EDB (https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph):

Primary Humanities Curriculum Primary Humanities Curriculum
Framework (Provisional Draft) School Questionnaire Survey
(Chinese version only) (Chinese version only)

[m] Z=i[m]
[m] 3ty

13. School heads or their representatives (such as Vice Principal, Primary School
Master/Mistress (Curriculum Development) [PSM(CD)], General Studies subject
panel head) are requested to complete the online questionnaire (Link of online
questionnaire: https://forms.office.com/r/B1GGb3xsaE) on the Primary
Humanities Curriculum Framework (Provisional Draft) by 5 January 2024.



https://tcs.edb.gov.hk/tcs/publicCalendar/start.htm
https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph
https://forms.office.com/r/B1GGb3xsaE

Enquiry

14. For enquiries, please contact Ms Katy HSIEN of the Kindergarten and
Primary Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB at 2892 5857.

LEE Kin-wan
for Secretary for Education
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Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework (Provisional Draft)
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Annex 4

Personal, Social and Humanities Education Key Learning Area
Primary Humanities Curriculum
School Questionnaire Survey (Chinese version only)

Purpose

The purpose of this questionnaire is to collect schools’ views on the
implementation of the Primary Humanities curriculum, including the curriculum
framework (provisional draft) and related support measures.

Background

2. The 2023 Policy Address delivered by the Chief Executive announced the
introduction of Primary Science and Primary Humanities. To tie in with the
introduction of the science subject, the Education Bureau (EDB) has been concurrently
formulating the curriculum of Primary Humanities. Primary Humanities covers the
content of the Personal, Social and Humanities Education Key Learning Area and aims
to help students develop their understanding of individuals, families, our country and
the world; nurture their humanistic qualities by learning to respect the value of every
individual, treasure themselves and care about the well-being of others so as to build a
caring and inclusive society. Students are expected to appreciate and inherit history
and culture as common human experiences; care for the environment and love nature,
as well as promote sustainable development.

3. The Curriculum Development Council Committee on Personal, Social and
Humanities Education has set up the Ad Hoc Committee on Primary Humanities (the
Ad Hoc Committee) for reviewing and developing the Primary Humanities curriculum.
In formulating the content of the Primary Humanities curriculum, the Ad Hoc
Committee has made reference to the relevant content in the General Studies curriculum
for primary schools, fully considered the needs of students and the development of the
society, and took into account the views collected from major stakeholders, including
principals from primary and secondary schools, teachers, academics from tertiary
Institutes and professionals.  After thorough deliberation, the Ad Hoc Committee
completed the compilation of the Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework
(Provisional Draft) and remarked that the new curriculum can foster students’ physical
and mental growth, help them build a solid knowledge foundation, develop generic
skills and different thinking skills, cultivate proper values and attitudes, and strengthen
students’ patriotism and understanding of our country, so as to further promote
humanities education, national and national security education, etc.. The Ad Hoc

Committee submitted the Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework (Provisional
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Draft) to the Curriculum Development Council Committee on Personal, Social and
Humanities Education in November 2023 and it was endorsed by the Committee

Questionnaire and Curriculum Document
4. This questionnaire (Chinese version only) and the attached Primary

Humanities Curriculum Framework (Provisional Draft) (Annex 3) (Chinese version
only) can be downloaded from the Primary Humanities webpage of the Kindergarten

and Primary Section, EDB:
[m] il
E - o

https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph

Completion of the Questionnaire

5. Each school should return ONE online questionnaire (Chinese version only)
and it should be completed by the school head or his/her representative (such as Vice
Principal, Primary School Master/Mistress (Curriculum Development) [PSM(CD)], and
General Studies subject panel head). The information provided by the school will only
be used by the CDC and the EDB for the holistic review of the Primary Humanities
curriculum.  The information will be processed in a confidential manner and
information of individual schools will not be disclosed.

Deadline

6. Schools should return the online questionnaire (Link of online guestionnaire:
https://forms.office.com/r/B1GGb3xsaE) on or before 5 January 2024.

7. For enquiries, please contact Ms Sheila WONG of the Kindergarten and Primary
Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB at 2892 5822.

( Continued on next page )
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