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Education Bureau Circular No. 12/2025

Primary Humanities Curriculum Guide and Support Measures

[Note: This circular should be read by-

(a) Supervisors/Heads of all Government Schools, Aided Schools (including
Special Schools), Caput Schools, Private Schools, and Schools under the Direct
Subsidy Schemes — for action; and

(b) Heads of Sections — for information.]

Summary

The purpose of this circular is to announce the release of Primary Humanities
Curriculum Guide (the Guide) prepared by the Curriculum Development Council
(CDC) and support measures. The Guide is for use in schools starting from the
2025/26 school year.

Background

2. Following the announcement of the introduction of Primary Humanities in
“The Chief Executive’s 2023 Policy Address”, the Committee on Personal, Social &
Humanities Education under the CDC established the Ad Hoc Committee on Primary
Humanities Curriculum (AHC) earlier for the development of Primary Humanities
curriculum.  The AHC has all along made reference to views collected by the
Education Bureau (EDB) through various channels, including school visits, focus group
interviews, school questionnaire surveys, learning circle, teacher professional
development programmes, workshops and meetings on home-school co-operation, etc.
After considerable deliberation, the AHC submitted the Primary Humanities
Curriculum Framework (Provisional Draft) and the Primary Humanities Curriculum
Framework (Final Draft) to the CDC Committee on Personal, Social & Humanities
Education and the CDC in 2023 and 2024 respectively and were endorsed. The
Primary Humanities Curriculum Framework (Final Draft) was announced in March
2024 to enable the school sector to consider the piloting of the new curriculum, as well
as to gain an early understanding of and prepare for the implementation of the new
curriculum.

3. The EDB conducted the “Primary Humanities Curriculum School
Questionnaire Survey” among all public sector primary schools in Hong Kong in
November 2023 and September 2024 and over 90% and about 85% of primary schools
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responded respectively. The findings of the surveys revealed that a vast majority of
schools concurred with the curriculum rationale and aims of Primary Humanities and
agreed that the curriculum could support schools in promoting national education,
values education and student-centred learning. The findings also showed that over
80% of public sector schools have already piloted the Primary Humanities curriculum
in this school year, or are actively preparing for the implementation of Primary
Humanities.

4, The AHC submitted the Guide to the CDC in June 2025 and was accepted.
All primary schools in Hong Kong should implement Primary Humanities starting from
the 2025/26 school year at Primary 1 and Primary 4, and extending to all levels by the
2027/28 school year to replace the General Studies curriculum.

Details

5. Primary Humanities covers the content of the Personal, Social and Humanities
Education Key Learning Area with enrichment on the elements of Chinese culture,
national history and national geography. The rationale of the curriculum “Cultivating
Values for Leaders of Tomorrow, Enquiry Learning and Making Connection with Life”
aims to systematically cultivate students’ sense of belonging to our country, national
sentiments and sense of national identity for the implementation of Patriotic Education®
through different topics in the curriculum.  Through diversified enquiry and
experiential learning activities, students are encouraged to connect learning with their
daily lives to acquire a wide range of learning experiences. The curriculum covers the
following six strands:

*  “Health and Living”;

*  “Environment and Living”;

*  “Financial Management and Economy”’;
¢ “Community and Citizenship”;

*  “Our Country and Me”; and

*  “The World and Me”.

6. The Guide comprises six chapters. The main contents include:

e Chapter 1 “Introduction” emphasises the rationale of the curriculum
“Cultivating Values for Leaders of Tomorrow, Enquiry Learning and
Making Connection with Life”, which focuses on nurturing students’
whole-person development, including humanistic qualities, healthy
physical and psychological development, and the forging of good

'National education and national security education of Hong Kong has incorporated elements and spirit of patriotic
education. To tie in with patriotic education, the curriculum content of “Primary Humanities Curriculum Guide”
includes the learning elements related to national education, Constitution and Basic Law education, national
security education and law-abiding education, so as to deepen students’ understanding of our country and national
affairs, cultivate their proper values and attitudes, strengthen their cultural confidence, sense of national identity
and patriotism.
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character, morality and social values It aims to help them understand our
country and society, and foster their sense of national identity, thereby
nurturing the future masters for our country and Hong Kong society at an
early age to be virtuous and able, with love for our country, Hong Kong
and their family;

Chapter 2 “Curriculum Framework” emphasises that schools should
follow the essential learning elements to deliver the curriculum at each
level with articulation between different levels, so as to enable students to
learn in a progressive and spiral manner;

Chapter 3 “Curriculum Planning” emphasises that schools should plan
the implementation of the curriculum in accordance with the principles of
curriculum planning to help students build a solid foundation of
knowledge, develop generic skills and thinking skills, and cultivate proper
values and attitudes, so as to further promote humanities education,
national and national security education, etc., as well as enhance the
interface between junior and senior secondary levels;

Chapter 4 “Learning and Teaching” emphasises the use of diversified
learning and teaching strategies to arouse students’ motivation, promote
their participation, enquiry learning and enhance their learning
effectiveness, so as to help students build a solid foundation of knowledge
and cultivate proper values, proactive attitudes and appropriate behaviour;

Chapter 5 “Assessment” suggests that teachers should use a variety of
assessment methods to enable students to demonstrate their learning
outcomes and provide timely and quality feedback to help them construct
knowledge actively, develop and apply generic skills in an integrated
manner progressively, and cultivate humanistic qualities. Teachers
should also arrange effective assessments and assignments to arouse
students’ interest and motivation in learning, avoid mechanical drilling,
and allow students to have room for enquiry learning and developing their
potentials; and

Chapter 6 “Learning and Teaching Resources” emphasises the
judiciary use of suitable and appropriate learning and teaching resources
(including the resources related to the use of artificial intelligence) to
design effective and meaningful learning and teaching activities that align
with the objectives and the learning themes of the Primary Humanities
curriculum, as well as making good use of learning time to enrich
students’ learning experiences both with and beyond the classroom, so as
to promote , broaden and extend students’ learning.



7. The Guide has been uploaded to the webpage of Primary El.' FiH
Humanities (https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph) for reference of schools and g, =11
teachers. x

8. To support schools to implement the curriculum effectively, the EDB will
continue to organise professional development programmes and develop learning and
teaching resources:

Teacher Professional Development Programmes

e In the past two school years, the EDB provided a total of more than 140
teacher training programmes with more than 20 000 training quotas. The
themes of these programmes include curriculum interpretation,
curriculum planning and management, pedagogical and assessments,
national history, national geography, Chinese culture, the latest
development of our country, national security education, financial
education, anti-drug education, sustainable development education, sex
education, healthy living education, etc. so as to systematically enhance
teachers’ capacity and teaching effectiveness. (Please refer to Annex 1
for those tentative teacher professional development programmes for the
2025/26 school year.)

e The EDB has set up the Primary Humanities Learning Circle from the
2023/24 school year with more than 150 primary schools participated so
far. About 20 try-outs and open lessons offered by core schools were
organised so as to foster professional exchanges among teachers and
boost their confidence in conducting learning and teaching in the
classroom. (Please refer to Annex 4 for the accomplishment of the
learning circle.)

e The EDB also provided schools with the new Primary Humanities Onsite
Workshop in September 2024 to support schools for the implementation
of the new curriculum. As at June 2025, about 50 sessions have been
organised, benefiting over 160 schools.

e The EDB will launch a new Certificate Course for Curriculum Leaders in
Primary Humanities (30-hour) in the 2025/26 school year to further
enhance the capacity of Primary Humanities panel chairpersons on
curriculum leadership and management. Details will be announced on
the EDB’s Training and Calendar System in due course.


https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph

Learning and Teaching Resources

e The EDB has been providing schools with diversified learning and
teaching resources on Primary Humanities since January 2024, covering
contents on national history, national geography and the latest
development of our country. For example, “Little Seedling Tells You”
Series, Learning and Teaching Tips in Primary Humanities and 1 [E{/f%
st A%y "% ) bz have been uploaded to the EDB website
(https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph/resource) for teachers’ use and reference.
(Please refer to Annex 2 for the learning and teaching resources in
Primary Humanities developed by the EDB)

e The EDB will continue to launch new learning and teaching resources,
including the Learning Booklet on Belt and Road (please refer to Annex
3 for details of the Learning Booklet), video on cultivating students’
humanistic qualities, the series of “FREZE A EKIT”, etc.

e For textbooks, the Recommended Textbook List for the 2025/26 school
year has included the information on the approved Primary Humanities
textbooks for Primary 1 and Primary 4 for schools to choose from. It is
expected that the review of Primary Humanities textbooks for Primary 2
and Primary 5 will be completed and the approved textbooks will be
uploaded to the Recommended Textbook List in the first quarter of 2026.

To support the implementation of the Guide, the EDB will continue to provide support
measures to schools, including professional development programmes and learning and
teaching resources. For details, please refer to the Training Calendar System and the
webpage of Primary Humanities (www.edb.gov.hk/ph) respectively.

Enquiry

9. For enquiries, please contact Ms Katy HSIEN of the Kindergarten and
Primary Section, Curriculum Development Institute at 2892 5857.

LEE Kin-wan
for Secretary for Education


https://www.edb.gov.hk/ph/resource
file:///D:/PH/PH%20Curriculum/Cu%20Guide/Circular/20250527%200912%20by%20Katy/www.edb.gov.hk/ph/resource
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