LEUNG
Yuen-ching

HEEP YUNN SCHOOL

Theme:

Family Bond

e -— m ra : -I 4E= =]
B ERBBIERE SRS
Senior Secondary Student Visual Arts Portfolios Visual Arts Work 2022/23

Artist Statement

"It would have been better not to see him. It would be even better if he had
never existed!

Such a saying from my family member to his brother has left me in
disbelief - the once loving family has fallen apart and the fact that | could
only be a mere bystander has made me helpless and sorrowful.

By filling in the negative spaces with white, the figures of my family are
being revealed through the 'non-existing’ brushstrokes | made. Is it true
that the bonding we cannot see at this very moment never existed? | hope
onance with my personal experience and remind viewers of
lationships.

d piece, | depicted the relationship of my family through the
gshells - they are fragile, fragmented and stings when they are
covering them with countless quotations from my family, |
ress how these hurtful conversations can erode people's

s day by day, accumulate as time goes by, and turn innocent
nto darkness.



Theme: Family Bond

Title: Existence and Noy-existence

Medium: White charcoal on paper

Size: A set of 10 pieces, dimensions variable
(ranging from 10.8X 13.3 cm to 15.9 X 27.3 cm)
Year: 2020

Artwork 2
A Flawless

Bonding
Marker and
eggshell on

canvas
60cm in
diameter

Work 2

Theme: Family Bond

Title: 4 Flawless Bonding

Medium: Marker and eggshell on canvas
Size: 60cm in diametre

Year: 2021

Student Artworks

Artwork 1
Existence and

Non existence
White charcoal

on paper
dimensions

variable

(ranging from

10.8x 13.3cm

to 15.9x27.3

cm)
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Reflection of work 1

What do I want to express?

It all started from a single comment that I’ve overheard and I guess the first emotion that [ have got from
this is ‘unacceptance’, not being able to believe why the break of bond can make something as disturbing
as this to come out of a family member’s mouth. I grasped onto this kind of emotion to start investigating

_my work and the kind of sorrow and process of my family falling apart are the key points of what I want
to express. | want to show the perspective as an almost bystander, how I see this and how I react to it.

How many layers of meaning and feeling are conveyed in my work?

I guess multiple feelings are mixed and presented in my work. I cannot really just define it with a word —
maybe numb, sorrow, regretful, guilty and mostly powerless and helpless. I feel like I can do nothing but
watch, even | would have done something, and it would be no use. Watch as time passes, watch as the
smallest of all things accumulate until it becomes something unbearable someday. Realizing how the pass
~on of my grandpa bring so much impact to the family that was once view as a family.

I want to show the audience, what is the thing I ‘see’ behind these drawings, and what the audience can
see, as well. It is true that the only thing that has ever existed is the in what I draw onto the black paper?
Is there nothing else? Is it true that those bonding never existed in the family? Is it true that if we can

_never see these family love anymore, it does not even exist in the first place? Those questions are what
inspired me to make this work.

Is the artwork effective?

[ feel like it is effective enough. It is able to evoke the same, or similar emotions I had from the audience,
even just the slightest, most subtle feelings. And somehow, show the whole experience | had, as a

‘bystander, or as someone who can do nothing. Overall, I am satisfied with this work and I think it is
entirely completed. The whole set.

What have I learnt about myself in this artwork?

I am really glad I chose to refer to my very personal experience when starting this work. It really helped
me sort out my feelings, opinions towards this whole issue, and made me feel clear about what is in my
mind. It gave me an opportunity to learn more about my family, my grandpa, the childhood of my father.
lj_eoplg say that this is a very sentimental, emotional work, but when I look back, every detail is filled with
rationality. I tried to reason every detail in my work, reason the order of my work, reason the decisions of
every little thing — 1 feel like I cannot be too sentimental, or else it would make me emotionally attached,
but at the same time I want to trust my pure emotions and instincts to put forward this piece of seemingly
emotional work. This contradiction, I believe is caused by the fact that if I truly become sentimental with
this, it would hit me even harder that I can do nothing about it. Only by by distancing myself from that line,

remaining as a mere bystander, could I make myself numb from helplessness. This is something I realize

only after discovering how n much rationality I have urged myself to put into this work.

How can I develop the next work?

I don’t have a clear direction yet, but there are some elements I find interesting and possible for
development. I believe they will help me illustrate more of my opinions towards this experience.

—
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Reflection on work 2

RACLICGUV A —— =

What do I want to express? What are the feelings conveyed?

What I want to express is the frustration 1 felt because of how my family was somehow broken to a point where it
cannot be healed fully; how sorry 1 feel for my family because they pretend everything is fine, but in fact nothing
is fine, everything is breaking apart and there is no way of returning to the innocence during their childhood. I don’t
think I was severely affected by these relationships unlike those typically bad family, but I did go through a lot as
a bystander, and part of the family at the same time. | guess one of the reasons why | was frustrated is that | was
helpless, had no power to be involved, and that I look like a bystander.

By using my grandma’s favourite bowl, I want show how the absence of my grandpa has caused the family to
blatantly fall apart, and my grandma’s efforts to hold them together was barely working. By using the words and
the shells, T wish to show the audience how my family pretended to be fine, but even a bystander knows that
something is not right. Through time, all I have ever heard was hurtful conversations, and fighting, and shouting. ..
these are the things that slowly tear them apart without them knowing. As soon as they realize, they already hate
each other so much that they’d wish the other never existed. The bond had become so fragile that it could break
anytime. | hope my audience will be able to learn from our mistakes.

Is the artwork effective?

I feel like the work is effective. In the art making process, 1 endured a lot, I experienced a lot which was similar to
the family situation that I was illustrating. I was able to actually incorporate these emotions in the making instead
of presenting it in the results of the artwork. This has made my work closer to me, and more memorable. I believe
I have thought through every detail of my work, e.g. the nature of eggshells, the relationship between each element,
the visual impact it brings etc. so I am satisfied with the result.

What have I learnt about myself?

The most significant feeling/ moment when making this piece of art is frustration, tiredness and boredom, especially
during the writing of Chinese characters, repeating each and every word for over thousands of times. At some point
1 felt dizzy staring at all the tiny words, my eyes felt really pressured, my shoulders and back hurt, and my whole
body is exhausted from all these ‘torturing’. By constantly repeating each sentence in my heart, I even gained the
negative emotion and thought to myself, ‘Ah, that’s why they were annoyed’, ‘that’s why they couldn’t take it
anymore’ and I realized anything would break apart if we are to say hurtful things repeatedly over ten years. I would
have gone crazy too. It’s like I could finally get a glimpse of what the family was actually experiencing.

Another thing would be how I realized how patient and determined I was to finish the work since this work takes a
long time to just do the background and a great amount of patience is needed, whether it is peeling off the inner
membrane of the shells, or writing even and every little word.

I had gone through so much trial and error when compared to work one, and I believe I did come a long way t
finally be comfortable and confident of what I was doing. | was anxious, stressed, worried when I was stuck_ but
thankfully I was able to get advice from my teachers and classmates, which helped me tremendously. I felt like 1
actually had a taste of being an artist.




