
Arts Education Section & English Language Education Section, CDI, EDB

Hong Kong Baptist University

31 October 2025

Briefing Session



Rundown
Time Content Speaker(s)

3:30-4:05 p.m. Part 1
• Background and key information on

“We Write ‧ We Sing” Music Competition 
2026

• Tips on writing lyrics

Mr Ralph WONG,
English Language Education Section

4:05-4:40 p.m. Part 2
• Analysis of melodies
• Original Composition 
• Key information on “We Write ‧ We Sing” 

Music Competition 2026

Ms Winnie LI,
Arts Education Section

4:40-4:45 p.m. Part 3
• Students’ sharing

Winners of “We Write ‧ We Sing” 
Music Competition 2024

4:45-5:00 p.m. Part 4
• Q&A
• Evaluation

Ms Winnie LI,
Arts Education Section
Mr Ralph WONG,
English Language Education Section



Aims of  “We Write ‧ We Sing” Music Competition 2026

• Encourage students to cultivate their creativity and enhance their singing 

and appreciation abilities through engaging in lyric writing, song composing 

and singing performance

• Enrich students’ language (both Chinese and English) and music learning 

experiences

• Promote Language across the Curriculum and cross-curricular 

collaboration

• Nurture proper values and attitudes in students
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Entry Requirements
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• Participants should be full-time primary or secondary students.

• Divisions and categories:

• Each entry should be submitted on an individual or group basis (with up to 5 students, 
including the lyricist(s), in each group).

• Each student, with a clearly specified role, can submit a maximum of 
two entries.

• There is no upper limit for the number of entries submitted from each school.

• All entries should be submitted through the schools of the students.

Division Category
Primary Lyric Writing

Secondary Lyric Writing
Original Composition



Rules and Regulations – Lyric Writing Categories 
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• Each participant/group should write lyrics in Chinese or English and perform a song in 
Cantonese, Putonghua or English using one of the melodies newly composed by the 
Hong Kong song-writer Mr NG Cheuk-yin. 

• For Primary Division, please use Melody 1 or Melody 2.

• For Secondary Division, please use Melody 3 or Melody 4 (with male and female keys 
provided for selection).

• Please complete the online Enrolment Form (https://forms.office.com/r/zPAAjzW4ct) 
to obtain the following:
• Music Minus Ones (MMOs) 

[to be used for recording of singing performance and entry submission]
• Demos with melody guide [for reference only]
• Lead sheets [to be used for submission of lyrics showing word-to-note alignment]



MMO (without melody guide) for 
accompaniment for entry submission 
and singing performance

DEMO (with melody guide) 
for reference

Important Notes for Using Related Materials
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Lead sheets 
for entry 
submission



 The required duration of the entry is between 2 and 5 minutes.

 The composition should contain lyrics.

 Accompaniment music can either be recorded in person or using Digital Audio
Workstation (DAW) productions.

 The entries must be in popular music genre, e.g.
- Pop Music 
- Electronic Dance Music 
- Rock 
- Country
- Jazz 
- Rhythm and Blues

 Entries must be original works that have neither been published nor submitted
to any competitions.

Rules and Regulations – Original Composition Category 

 The required duration of the entry is between 2 and 5 minutes.

 The composition should contain lyrics.

 Accompaniment music can either be recorded in person or using Digital Audio
Workstation (DAW) productions.

 The entries must be in popular music genre, e.g.
- Pop Music 
- Electronic Dance Music 
- Rock 
- Country
- Jazz 
- Rhythm and Blues

 Entries must be original works that have neither been published nor submitted to
any competitions.



Rules and Regulations –
Requirements for Lyrics (Chinese and English)
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• Convey a positive message and promote proper values and attitudes e.g.

• Display creativity in the use of language (e.g. use literary devices where
appropriate)

• Show an awareness of song structure (e.g. verse and chorus)

A Positive Message Proper Values and Attitudes

• Be grateful and treasure what 
we have

• Stay positive and optimistic
• …

• National identity
• Perseverance
• Responsibility 
• Empathy 
• …



Tips on Writing Lyrics 
(Chinese and English)
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Good Lyrics Should …
• have an attractive song title

• have a clear theme

• be well-structured

• use precise and concise diction

• use literary devices appropriately

• have a catchy “hook line” (e.g. Count on Me by Bruno Mars)

• match the melody as well as the rhythm and mood of the music

• be creative (e.g. using new combinations of words 過關無關不過)

• create a strong and vivid mental picture for listeners

• resonate with listeners

• be inspirational
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Avoid …

• using words or phrases which only the lyricist understands

• words which are too difficult to pronounce

• vague content

• content which is not relatable to listeners

• plain descriptions of things and people

• over-reliance on direct telling of feelings/emotions

• using the same words repeatedly without much meaning
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Steps of Writing Lyrics (1)
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• Listen to the melodies and list the associations you have in mind. They could be 
random thoughts, images and words.

• You may use the following table to organise the information:

• Compare the melodies (e.g. tempo/rhythm, mood). 

• Choose the one which can resonate with and relate to you more.



Steps of Writing Lyrics (2)
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• When an initial theme for the lyrics is formed, brainstorm the other details to help 
you write the lyrics.

• The following mind map may be useful:

Theme

Message of my 
song?

Possible 
similes/metaphors to 

describe the 
emotions/people/things?

What story to tell in my 
song around these 

people/things?
What scenes to 

include?

What 
words/phrases to 

use?

People/Things to 
feature in my song?



Steps of Writing Lyrics (3)
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• Enrich your lyrics with literary devices e.g.

• Use literary devices where appropriate to express your ideas and feelings. 
Overuse may render the lyrics unnatural.

Figures of speech Sound effects Clever use of words and 
sentence patterns

• simile
• metaphor
• personification
• symbolism
• imagery (5 human senses)

• rhyming
• alliteration
• other forms of meaningful 

repetition

• pun
• parallelism

create a vivid image and 
a mental picture 

make the song  more melodic, 
catchy and memorable 

make the lyrics more 
condensed and refined 



Example 1
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• The theme of the song is about 
celebrating diversity and respecting for 
others.

• The use of parallelism and contrast can 
help enhance the message of the song.



Example 2
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• Repetition of the words “重新出發” to make 
the song melodic, catchy and memorable

• Imagery (use of natural phenomena as 
symbols of hope) to create a vivid image 
about the lyricist’s enduring spirit of 
perseverance



Steps of Writing Lyrics (4)
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• Edit and polish the lyrics. You can sing the song repeatedly and check for the 
following:

• Are there words which do not entirely fit the melody and/or the rhythm? 

• Are there parts which listeners may not understand? 

• Are there grammatical errors? 

• Is the flow natural?

• Is the message of the song effectively conveyed?

• Is the “hook line” catchy enough?

• Is the first line of the song strong/gripping enough?

If yes, replace them with better alternatives.

If yes, use clearer and simpler words instead.

If yes, rectify them.



Steps of Writing Lyrics (5)
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• Come up with a powerful song title. A good title:

• should highlight the theme of the song and encapsulate its key message in just a few words

• stimulate the imagination of listeners and arouse their curiosity

• can be formed by:

action words e.g. Help! by the Beatles, Imagine by John Lennon, 《信自己》(葉倩文、杜德偉)

a question e.g. How Deep is Your Love? by the Bee Gees

 an image e.g. Set Fire to the Rain by Adele, 《紅日》(李克勤)

 the “hook line” or the most often repeated phrase or line in the lyrics 
e.g. Count on Me by Bruno Mars

• You can recall some good song titles you have come across:
Song title

Theme of the song

Reasons why the song title is
powerful



Useful Tools and References
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• Online tools for writing Cantonese songs
• 黃錫凌《粵音韻彙》電子版

• Reference books
• 《半步詞》(作者：岑偉宗) 

• Writing Better Lyrics: 
The Essential Guide to Powerful 
Songwriting (Author: Pat Pattison)



Lyric Writing Workshops

Date: 20 November 2025 (Thursday)

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Target 
Participants:

Language and Music Teachers in 
Primary Schools

Venue: Room W424, 4/F, West Block
EDB Kowloon Tong Education
Services Centre
19 Suffolk Road
Kowloon Tong
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Date: 24 November 2025 (Monday)

Time: 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Target 
Participants:

Language and Music Teachers
and Students in Secondary
Schools

Venue: Lecture Hall
Hong Kong Space Museum
10 Salisbury Road
Tsim Sha Tsui

(Primary) (Secondary)



Rules and Regulations – Singing Performance
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• The song can be performed solo or in group (with up to 5 students, 

including the lyricist(s), in each group).

• Participants should only use the MMO(s) for the singing performance.

• Choreography and movement would not be assessed though they 

might enhance the overall performance.

• The singing performance should be video-recorded for submission.



Understanding Song Structure and 
Analysis of Melodies



Selected Example: Melody 2



Intro
Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro



Intro
Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro



Intro
Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro



Intro
Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro



Intro
Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro



Song Structure – Melody 2
Sections Recording Time Bars

Intro 0:00 1
Verse 1 0:19 9
Verse 2 0:38 17
Chorus 0:58 25
Outro 1:37 41

You can plan the 
development of 

your text based on 
the song structure



Song Structure – Melody 1

Sections Recording Time Bars
Intro 0:00 1
Verse 0:10 4

Pre Chorus 0:43 13
Chorus 0:57 17



Song Structure – Melody 3
Sections Recording Time Bars

Intro 0:00 1
Verse 1 0:12 5

Pre Chorus 1 0:38 13
Chorus 1 0:49 17

Music Break 1:15 25
Verse 2 1:29 33

Pre Chorus 2 2:03 41
Chorus 2 2:15 45
Chorus 3 2:49 56

Outro 3:14 64



Song Structure – Melody 4
Sections Recording Time Bars

Intro 0:00 1
Verse 1 0:15 9

Music Break 1 0:31 17
Verse 2 0:47 25

Pre Chorus 1 1:03 33
Chorus 1 1:18 41

Music Break 2 1:34 49
Pre Chorus 2 1:50 57
Pre Chorus 3 2:06 65

Chorus 3 2:21 73
Outro (ad lib) 2:38 81



Verse
Consider phrase structure to write lyrics Intro

Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro



Verse
Consider phrase structure to write lyrics Intro

Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro

Listen and count the syllables

X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X
X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X



Chorus Intro
Verse 1
Verse 2
Chorus
Outro

Music stress vs word stress



Original Composition



Conduct Research on the Genre You Plan to Compose



Research the Genre You Want to Compose

Timbre

Melodies

Chord 
Progression

Key changes

etc.Drum pattern

Structure

Texture Instrumentation



Find Your Own Approach Before Composing



Find Your Own Approach Before Composing

Timbre

Melodies

Chord 
Progression

Lyrics

Others 



Draw a Rough Timeline

Intro (15s) Verse 1 (40s) Chorus (40s) Music break 
(20s)

Level of tension

Don’t worry if you need to change 
the timeline as you compose; 
staying connected to your song’s 
theme is more important.

Write down your ideas, 
such as the type of 
instruments to use, some 
lyrics and the melody

Describe the build-ups 
and climax roughly to get 
a holistic view for yourself



Composing Melody for the Lyrics

The melody should match the emotion 
and meaning of the lyrics.

Choose suitable intervals to match the 
tone of different words.

Emphasise important words by elongating 
the note and raising the pitch range.



Using DAW or Recording Using Acoustic Instruments 

Using DAW like Logic Pro, GarageBand, 
Ableton Live to compose

Compose the music with notational 
software like MuseScore, Sibelius. Then 

record it using acoustic instruments.



Other tips for composing a song

Be brave enough to wipe 
everything off and start 
again if you have time —
every attempt is a learning 
experience that improves 
your skills.

Always keep track of your 
goals and stay focused on 
song’s theme or style.

When reviewing your 
music, try closing your eyes
to focus more on the 
sounds rather than visuals.

Learn how to compose by 
imitating some music 
elements of your favourite
songs. 



Popular Song Composing Workshop
Date: 2 December 2025 (Tue)

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Target participants: Music teachers and students in secondary schools 

Venue:
Lecture Theatre, 4/F, West Block,
EDB Kowloon Tong Education Services Centre,
19 Suffolk Road, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong 

Speaker: Prof Edmond Tsang



Awards and Prizes

46



Awards and Prizes





Musicality and Performance Techniques 
Musicality Performance Techniques 

• interpretation and emotions displayed and 
conveyed in a music performance

• the skills required to make music

• more subjective and related to the emotional 
aspect

• more objective and measurable e.g. accuracy 
of rhythm and pitches

• Musicality and performance techniques are different in its substance.

• In reality, a music performance can be very emotional but lack technical accuracy or 
technically “perfect” but without much emotion.

• If a music performance places too much focus on the performance techniques,
it will be like a robot. If musicality is exaggerated or unnatural, it will be too vulgar.
Hence, striking a balance between musicality and techniques is of the utmost
importance, and it is an ART.



Pop Singing Workshop
Date: 12 December 2025 (Fri)

Time: 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Target participants:
Music teachers in both primary and secondary schools, 
and students in secondary schools 

Venue:

Lecture Hall
Hong Kong Space Museum
10 Salisbury Road
Tsim Sha Tsui

Speaker: Ms FUNG Ha-yin



For Lyric Writing Categories and Original Composition Category
• The completed Entry Submission Form

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/students-
activities/wewritewesing/WWWS2026_Application.pdf

• The completed Declaration and Consent Form
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/students-
activities/wewritewesing/WWWS2026_Declaration.pdf

• The song lyrics in both WORD and PDF formats (for Chinese lyrics, please specify 
whether the song is performed in Cantonese or Putonghua)

• A video recording of the singing performance in MP4 format

For Lyric Writing Categories
• The song lyrics written or typed on the lead sheet to display the word-to-note alignment

For Original Composition Category
• A MMO in WAV or AIFF format

• A synopsis of about 300 words in Chinese or English in WORD format 
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/students-
activities/wewritewesing/WWWS2026_Synopsis.pdf

Schools should upload the above items onto a cloud drive (e.g. Microsoft OneDrive) 
and send the shareable link to Ms Ada LAM of the ELE Section of the CDI, EDB 
by email (cdoe2@edb.gov.hk) by 23 January 2026 (Friday).

Submission of Entries



Samples of Lead Sheets



Important Dates



Intellectual Property
• All entries should be original and have not been publicised on any 

occasions.

• The content of the entries should not infringe any copyright and publication rights.

• For details,  please visit 

https://www.ipd.gov.hk/filemanager/ipd/en/share/publications/IP-in-Hong-

Kong.pdf 

• The EDB retains the right to edit, modify, publish, use and display any entries, 

including the song lyrics and singing performance, in any forms for educational 

and/or publicity purposes, and has the final decision of the above actions.



Use of Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) in Lyric Writing and Original Composition

• While the use of A.I. may
assist participants in
exploring possibilities for
creating lyrics and
melodies, such use must be
declared when submitting
the work to promote ethical
A.I. practices. Failure to
comply with the declaration
may result in score
deduction. Students are
strongly encouraged to
develop authentic and
personally innovative ideas
through observation,
reflection, and imagination.



For more information:
• Competition website:
• https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/wewritewesing (English version)

• https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/wewritewesing (Chinese version)

• Annex 5 to the EDBCM No. 180/2025



Students’ sharing
WONG Tsz-lung, Kenson
Henrietta Secondary School
Winner of Outstanding Award and 
Best Performance Award
“We Write ‧ We Sing” Music Competition (2024) WONG Kin-ho

S.K.H. St. Benedict’s School
Winner of Outstanding Award and Best Lyrics Award 
(English)
“We Write ‧ We Sing” Music Competition (2024)

CHOY Wing-yan, Natalie
Leung Shek Chee College
Winner of Outstanding Award
“We Write ‧ We Sing” Music Competition (2024)

WAN Sing-yee, Starry
Leung Shek Chee College
Winner of Outstanding Award
“We Write ‧ We Sing” Music Competition (2024)

NG Chung-him
S.K.H. St. Benedict’s School
Winner of Outstanding Award and Best Lyrics Award (English)
“We Write ‧ We Sing” Music Competition (2024)



Enquiries
Arts Education Section

Ms Winnie LI

Curriculum Development Officer
(Music)

Email: cdom4@edb.gov.hk
Tel: 3698 3534

English Language Education Section

Ms Ada LAM

Curriculum Development Officer
(English Language Education)

Email: cdoe2@edb.gov.hk
Tel: 2892 6572


