
Preface
This resource package is designed and developed in support of the English Language Curriculum and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 – 6) (2007) and the Suggested Schemes of Work for the Elective Part of the Three-year Senior Secondary English Language Curriculum (Secondary 4 – 6) (2007)(. It provides learning resources and teaching ideas for the development and implementation of the elective module “Learning English through Debating”.

Aims
The rationale behind the package is that students will have ample opportunities to enhance their presentation, argumentation, critical thinking, collaboration and information skills, increase their world knowledge and develop self-confidence through engaging in a broad range of debating activities. Carefully designed and sequenced, the materials and activities in this package aim to develop students’ ability to:

· understand the basics of debates; 

· express, respond to and argue about points of view persuasively and confidently;
· collaborate with others in planning, preparing for and conducting a debate;

· research, develop, and justify ideas;

· analyse and solve problems by considering related factors, exploring and comparing different perspectives; and

· reflect on how language is used to create effects in the context of a debate.
How to use this resource package
This resource package comprises student’s handouts, teacher’s notes, supplementary materials and a DVD. It covers the key aspects of debating and topics suggested in the SoWs for the module, e.g. “Understanding the Fundamental Idea of Debating”, “Eliciting, Confirming and Establishing Knowledge about Debating”, “Looking for and Using Underlying Principles”, “The Language of Persuasion”, “Supporting Arguments (Logical Appeal)”, “Researching”, “Speech Writing”, “Using Questions in Debating”, “Summary Speeches”, “Teamwork”, “Presentation Skills” and “Final Debate”. Students are provided with the basic knowledge and skills for debating in the earlier sections. They are then engaged in developing their arguments and rebuttals, as well as preparing and conducting a debate in the later units or focuses. Given the range of learning activities in this package, teachers are encouraged to exercise careful planning, be selective about the materials and freely adapt them to suit their school contexts and students’ needs, interests and abilities.

Student’s Handouts

The learning activities on the student’s handouts (indicated by the page number prefix “S”) provide a balanced coverage of the four main language skills (i.e. reading, writing, listening and speaking). Warm-up activities are also included in all focuses to build a relaxed learning atmosphere and help students to project their voice effectively. The range of activities engages students in a variety of ways, encouraging personal response and collaborative work, developing their research skills, analytical power and critical thinking, as well as providing stimulus for argumentative writing and persuasive speeches. The “Assignment Checklist” and “Reflection Log” included at the end of this section help students to keep track of their own progress and reflect on their learning.
Teacher’s Notes

The teacher’s notes (indicated by the page number prefix “T”) provide explanations of teaching steps, answer keys and alternative approaches as to how to carry out the activities. Teachers may feel free to select and flexibly adapt the activities into assessment tasks to promote learning and teaching. 

To help teachers to support “less advanced students” and stretch “more advanced students”, additional teaching suggestions are contained in the “Catering for Learner Diversity” boxes. 
Assessment criteria have been provided for all writing assignments to facilitate teacher assessment and feedback in the course of the module. The criteria, however, are for teacher’s reference only. Teachers should feel free to adapt them to suit the students’ needs and use them to promote self and peer assessment among students.

Suggested time allocations have been provided for each activity for teachers’ reference during lesson planning. The suggested time, however, is for indicative purposes only and will vary according to learners’ needs and abilities. Teachers should use their professional judgement to gauge appropriate timings with a particular group of students in mind.
Supplementary Materials

The supplementary materials section provides additional materials and resources for teachers’ use and reference. Extended activities and supplementary notes that aim to challenge the more advanced and support the less advanced students have been provided to help teachers to cater for students’ diverse abilities and needs. Mark sheets for the final debates are also provided to facilitate teacher or peer assessment at the end of the module.
DVD
The DVD consists of an electronic version of the learning and teaching materials in this resource package, as well as the audio-visual recordings that support some of these activities. The text files are available in both PDF and MS WORD formats for teachers’ ease of use and adaptation. The audio-visual clips in the DVD include sample debates that help to demonstrate different aspects of debating such as the format, the use of persuasive language, and the skills of public speaking. Track titles and numbers of the clips are provided in the explanations for relevant activities and on the cover page of each module focus in the teacher’s notes. Teachers should, however, note that the video-recorded speeches may not be entirely the same as the transcripts provided in the student’s handouts and the teacher’s notes as they may have been adapted to suit the needs and design of individual learning activities.
The weblinks or addresses included in this package were accurate at the time of publication but they are subject to change. Teachers might like to make use of a search engine to regain access to any resources that have been relocated, or may look for similar resources on the web.

To further support the implementation of the module, other relevant online teaching resource materials for each module have been developed and can be accessed at the English Language Education Section website <http://cd.edb.gov.hk/eng>.
( From this point forwards referred to as SoWs
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