

Learning English through Debating


Supporting Arguments (Logical Appeal)
Learning Activity 1: Warm-up

In pairs, each student will take turns to pronounce a word from each set of words in the list below while the other student listens and identifies the word pronounced.
After practising with your partner, listen carefully to your teacher as he / she reads out one word from each set of words below. Underline the words you hear.
/f/, /v/ and /w/ in the initial position
	(1)
	fail
	veil

	wail

	
	(2)
	fairy
	vary

	wary

	(3)
	fault
	vault

	walt

	
	(4)
	fear
	veer
	we’re

	(5)
	feared
	veered
	weird
	
	(6)
	feel
	veal
	we’ll

	(7)
	feign

	vain
	wane
	
	(8)
	file
	vile
	wile

	(9)
	fine
	vine
  
	wine

	
	(10)
	first
	versed
	worst


/p/ and /b/ in the final position

	(1)
	rope
	robe

	
	(2)
	cap
	cab

	(3)
	lap
	lab

	
	(4)
	flap
	flab

	(5)
	tap
	tab

	
	(6)
	rip
	rib

	(7)
	cop
	cob
	
	(8)
	lop
	lob

	(9)
	mop
	mob

	
	(10)
	pup
	pub


Learning Activity 2: Types of evidence
In the previous focus, we explored how we could make use of strategies related to emotional and personal appeal in persuasive speaking or debate. In this focus, we will consider the use of logical appeal. An argument has logical appeal when it is supported by evidence and facts.
There are four kinds of evidence that are commonly used:
	1.
	Anecdotes
	–
	evidence based on experience

	2.
	Common knowledge
	–
	evidence based on beliefs commonly held by the general public

	3.
	Statistical data
	–
	evidence that involves figures from research or formal studies

	4.
	Quotations from experts
	–
	evidence based on judgements of experts in specific fields


PRACTICE 1 – Below are examples of different types of evidence. Identify which type of evidence each example belongs to and fill in the blanks.

Anecdotes                Common knowledge
Statistical data          Quotations from experts
	Example 1: _______________________________
A study conducted by Cancer Society has found that smokers have a 70% excess risk of dying from all causes of death compared to non-smokers. A person who smokes more than ten cigarettes a day is 60% more likely to die.


	Example 2: _______________________________

“Many old people have the misconception that quitting smoking will shorten one’s life as they see their friends soon die after quitting smoking, but the truth is that they were already quite ill,” said Doctor John Chan from Hong Kong Hospital.



	Example 3: _______________________________
Many smokers start at a very young age. For example, Susan started smoking when she was just 13 years old. She tried to quit many times but failed. She quit when her first child was born with respiratory problems, due to her nicotine addiction.


	Example 4: _______________________________
Smoking is an addiction that can cause a number of health complications, such as heart disease, stroke, respiratory disease and premature deaths in babies. 




PRACTICE 2 – Read the speech below and write down the kind of evidence the speaker uses in the bubbles. 

Smoking should be banned in public places
	
As we all know, smoking is one of the leading causes of cancer, heart disease and other serious health problems. Smoking also causes bad breath, yellow teeth and yellow fingers, and these faults embarrass smokers. But what about the effects of second-hand smoke? Well, researchers have found that smoke can be just as deadly to people who breathe in the polluted air as it is to the smokers themselves. For example, my aunt’s husband smoked for many years. My aunt developed lung cancer, and we were very sad. Non-smokers who spend time around smokers can develop lung cancer. Second-hand smoking may also be a cause of miscarriages in pregnant women and slow brain development in children. Every year, the number of deaths resulting from smoking has increased by 3%. For this reason, we believe that smoking should be banned in public places.  


Learning Activity 3: Evaluating evidence

In pairs, discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each type of evidence you learnt in Learning Activity 2. The first point has been provided for you. 

	Type of evidence
	Advantage(s)
	Disadvantage(s)

	Anecdotes
	e.g. Stories can attract the audience’s attention.

	e.g. Stories may not be reliable.


	Common knowledge
	
	

	Statistical data
	
	

	Quotations from experts
	
	


Learning Activity 4: Arranging supporting details and evidence
Now that you know your arguments can be supported by a variety of evidence, it is time to learn how to make appropriate use of different types of evidence and supporting details to form a coherent argument. Consider the argument below FOR the motion “Smoking should be banned in public places”:
	Main argument (topic sentence):  Smoking is the biggest cause of cancer.

Elaboration and evidence:

· A cigarette contains a lot of toxic chemicals such as Nicotine. 

· Many of these chemicals are not written on the cigarette box and so are unknown to people.

· Research has shown that these chemicals cause cancer even in small amounts.

Restatement of argument: Thus, not only smokers, but also those who breathe in the smoke second-hand, can die of cancer.



PRACTICE – Arrange the following supporting sentences in a logical sequence.

	Main argument (topic sentence):  Smoking pollutes the air and quite often dirties the environment.

Elaboration and evidence:
(
Cigarettes contain over 4000 chemicals which are exhaled and released into the air and the atmosphere.
(
To make matters worse, millions of cigarette butts are discarded onto the ground every day.

(
Besides causing air pollution, it takes a lot of trees to produce and package cigarettes.
(
They end up in the rivers and lakes where fish and animals eat them by mistake and often die as a result.
Restatement of the argument: Smoking is harmful to the environment.



Learning Activity 5: Application
Get into groups of six. This will also be your group for the next focus, i.e. Focus 6.

Look at your past speeches on the motions below:
Everybody under 18 should be subject to an 8:00 pm curfew; and 

Exams should be abolished in schools.

Study your speeches on either one of the above motions and think about what kinds of evidence you should use to strengthen your argument. All members of the group should focus on the same motion. Try to come up with different kinds of evidence relevant to your topic and stance and complete the note sheet below:
EXAMPLE

	MOTION: Everyone under 18 should be subject to an 8:00 pm curfew
POSITION: FOR the motion 

Kinds of evidence: 

· statistics of underage pregnancy, drinking, drug abuse and crimes
· research on beneficial effects of curfew in other cities / countries

· survey findings reflecting how much parents welcome the curfew




MOTION: ________________________________________________________________

FOR the motion

	Kinds of evidence: 

·   


AGAINST the motion

	Kinds of evidence: 

·   
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