Learning English through Debating


Supplementary Activity for Focus 8:

Formulating Questions (Learning Activity 4B)
Complete the table by writing down the questions directed at different debaters.
	
	Debater
	Argument
	Questions to challenge the speaker

	1
	Affirmative captain
	This practice (of keeping wild animals as pets) is so negative that it should be illegal.

First, wild animals are always dangerous and they remain so for the rest of their lives. A chimpanzee may be a pleasant companion for a while but can become wild again.

Second, the capture of wild animals (like gorillas) is a major problem for the preservation of wildlife.

	Example: You seem to suggest that wild animals only consist of apes. How about other wild animals such as birds, fish and lizards? Are they dangerous?  

	2
	Affirmative 1st speaker
	Matthew Liebman of the Law Faculty at Michigan State University believes wild animals are less domesticated as they have needs that far exceed their owners’ capacities.
	What does a law professor __________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________?



	3
	Affirmative 2nd speaker
	The law can only concern itself with the general case.

Laws may make illegal some behaviour that seems acceptable but this is the nature of law.
	Are you suggesting that ____________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________?




	
	Debater
	Argument
	Questions to challenge the speaker

	4
	Opposition captain
	My opponent has offered a strangely circular argument. They say that wild animals are wild because they desire freedom.


	Example: Instead of playing on words, can you tell us if you think animals have feelings and if they like to be put in a cage?

	5
	Opposition 1st speaker
	Although people may buy wild animals as pets, we do not see that this is cause of extinction.
	What do you think  ________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________?

	6
	Opposition 2nd speaker
	My opponent says that the laws are always inexact but we think laws can be exact. For example, licences are required for people to keep animals that might be dangerous in Hong Kong. 
It is not impossible to create just laws. It just requires thought and precision.

	You said that _____________________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________.

Can you explain how ______________

________________________________

________________________________

_______________________________?
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