Learning English through Debating

Supplementary Activity for Focus 6:
Identifying the Stance of Sources (Learning Activity 5)
A good argument is one supported by strong evidence. You are going to research a variety of sources (e.g. newspapers, magazines, books, journals, and the Internet) to identify information relevant to your motion and stance. 

Below are some sources on capital punishment (also known as the death penalty). Read them and decide which sources are FOR capital punishment, and which sources are AGAINST it. One has been done for you as an example
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Don’t wrong the innocent. Can we be 100% sure that someone is guilty?





410 people convicted of capital crimes in the U.S.A. between 1910 and 1990 were later proved innocent of the crimes accused, according to a report by Amnesty International (1995). Some were fortunate enough to escape execution by minutes, but 67 innocent people were actually executed.


(Amnesty International – Report ACT50/09/98, April, 1995)
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According to Merry Kindheart, Chairperon of the Human Rights International, capital punishment does not respect the right of life. The nature of the punishment is more vindictive than corrective. 
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There’s a claim that it is more expensive to execute a criminal than to imprison him for life. That is not entirely true. It is very expensive to hold someone in prison for life. Life prisoners stay in prison on average for 30 to 40 years at a cost of HK$50,000 to $60,000 per year.


(Journal of Prison Reform, January, 2000)
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“What is the difference between the death penalty and murder? The end result is the same: one more dead body, one more sad family. When we execute someone, we are suggesting that human life is worthless.”
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The number of murder cases dropped by 20% after Peace Town restored capital punishment in 1977. In 1976, there were 55 cases but in 1977, there were only 44.
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According to a United States Government report in October, 1995, “Many death row prisoners are innocent and there is a high risk of wrongful conviction and faulty execution.”





5�
( For


( Against


�
�






At the 2010 Legal Justice Forum, Professor Tim Leung of Impartial University said that each execution of a murderer prevents 20 other murders. He showed that if we increase executions by 1%, we prevent about 105 future murders.
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Professor discusses crime with university law students
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