Learning English through Debating


Supplementary Activity for Focus 2:

Noting down the Main Ideas of a debate (Learning Activity 6)
You will watch the video of the debate on bullying again. In pairs, write down the main ideas that the speakers make by completing the table. Some ideas of the speakers have been provided for you.
	AFFIRMATIVE CAPTAIN 

· Bullying is a major problem and six out of ten students in primary schools have been bullied. 
· Bullying is a major problem and we must take strong action.

· If the bully is expelled, students will see that the issue is important.


	OPPOSITION CAPTAIN 

· We accept that the problem of bullying is important.



	AFFIRMATIVE 1ST SPEAKER 

· We agree that we cannot expel 24% of primary students.
·  There should be enough evidence.

	OPPOSITION 1ST SPEAKER 

· My opponent underestimates the difficulty of proving bullying.

· This resolution is all about punishment and the desire to hurt the bully.

· It is more effective to deal with bullying through engaging students in activities which promote a peaceful, loving and respectful environment.

	AFFIRMATIVE 2ND SPEAKER 

· Bad intentions exist even if we are positive and loving.
· If the teacher responds to bullying by offering extra attention, the bully will be encouraged to continue.

· Bullies only understand punishment and the punishment must be strong.
	OPPOSITION 2ND SPEAKER 

· Preventive methods are the best way to deal with bullying as suffering is avoided.   



Possible answers:
	AFFIRMATIVE CAPTAIN

· Bullying is a major problem and six out of ten students in primary schools have been bullied. 
· Bullying is a major problem and we must take strong action.

· If the bully is expelled, students will see that the issue is important.
	OPPOSITION CAPTAIN
· We accept that the problem of bullying is important.

· It is not practical to expel 24% of all primary students.

· The definition of bullying is broad. We can’t expel a student every time he / she insults another student.
· Bullies often come from difficult homes. We can’t solve a problem by sending them back home.



	AFFIRMATIVE 1ST SPEAKER

· We agree that we cannot expel 24% of primary students.

· The definition of bullying cannot be too broad. One single insult is not bullying.

· There should be enough evidence. 
· Once there is enough proof (e.g. teachers’ or students’ eyewitness accounts of fights or continual verbal insults), the school should expel the bully.
	OPPOSITION 1ST SPEAKER

· My opponent underestimates the difficulty of proving bullying.

· This resolution is all about punishment and the desire to hurt the bully.

· It is more effective to deal with bullying through engaging students in activities which promote a peaceful, loving and respectful environment.

	AFFIRMATIVE 2ND SPEAKER

· Bad intentions exist even if we are positive and loving.
· If the teacher responds to bullying by offering extra attention, the bully will be encouraged to continue.

· Bullies only understand punishment and the punishment must be strong.
	OPPOSITION 2ND SPEAKER

· Preventive methods are the best way to deal with bullying as suffering is avoided.
· Research by City University of Hong Kong shows that “harsh punishment is not effective for stopping bullying”.
· Punishment for bullies is sometimes necessary, but they should still be treated as part of the class.
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