Learning English through Debating


Supplementary Activity for Focus 5:

Types of Supporting Details (Learning Activity 2)
A. This speaker believes that the government should lower taxes. Label the kinds of evidence she uses to support her view by filling out the boxes with the words in the list below:
	Example          Statistics          Expert Opinion          Explanation
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	Stance / Position
	The government should lower taxes.

	Reason
	Lower taxes will help improve the economy.

	Support 1


	If taxes are lower, people have more money to spend. Companies will sell more and this increases jobs.

	Support 2


	When America lowered taxes a few years ago, people in general bought more things.

	Support 3


	According to Dr. Max Moneyback of The Everyday Economist, lowering taxes will help business.

	Support 4


	Corporate sales fell by 5% when our government raised taxes last year.


B. This speaker believes that the government should raise taxes. Read his argument (statements A-F on the right below) and see how he makes use of different types of evidence to build his case. Write the letter of the statement that best fits the description on the left. The first one has been done for you as an example.
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Reason





According to the Financial Secretary, important services such as medical care will have to be cut if taxes are not increased.
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The government should raise taxes.
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Without more money the government can’t provide training for people without jobs.





D





The government needs more money to provide better services.





C





It will take 15 million more dollars to complete construction on the new highway.





B





Tax increases in Sweden have improved the quality of government services for everyone in that country.
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