Learning English through Debating


Supplementary Activity for Focus 9:

Writing a Summary Speech (Learning Activity 6)

Write a 250-300 word summary speech on the motion “The death penalty is an appropriate penalty in our legal system” following the guidelines provided.
	Opposition:

The Affirmative team believes that the death penalty is an effective deterrent that helps to prevent future crimes and protect the innocent. While we agree that the right of the innocent should be upheld, we don’t believe the death penalty is an appropriate and effective measure to achieve this.

While our opponents argue that justice is done through killing the murderers, they seem to suggest that ___________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ We believe that ________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Affirmative team claims to know certainly that the death penalty is a deterrent but _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Affirmative team’s whole case rests on the notion that the death penalty saves lives and prevents future crimes. We are uncertain about this. _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Given that there is always a possibility of wrong condemnation and we should build our society on trust, today’s motion must fall. 


	Affirmative:

Ladies and gentlemen, our case has rested on three principles: justice, deterrence and prevention of future crimes. 

On justice, while our opponents argue that it is wrong to __________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ , we believe that _________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
The Opposition states there is no evidence showing that the death penalty is a deterrent to crime but __________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

The Opposition suggests that there should be trust in society and we must believe that people can change. However, ____________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Considering that the death penalty is an effective way to deter future crimes and protect innocent lives, today’s motion must stand.


























































































Rebut to show why justice is best done through the death penalty and play down the importance of the Opposition’s concerns























Summarise the Opposition’s argument that killing is wrong, especially when there is uncertainty and imperfections in the process of trial





Highlight the possibility of wrong condemnation and the need for trust in society


















































Come up with a new rebuttal for the point made by the 2nd speaker of the Opposition team (e.g. too naive and trusting to believe all humans are good by nature / death penalty be imposed only on persistent offenders) 








Rebut by providing further elaboration or evidence












































Question the validity of the Affirmative’s argument on the deterrent effect of death penalty





Rebut with evidence





Point out the assumption of the Affirmative and challenge their understanding of justice















































































































































Rebut the point on justice and show the team’s stance
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