Learning English through Debating


	
Focus 11: Presentation Skills

Objectives

By the end of the focus, students will be better able to: 

· deliver a speech clearly, with appropriate body language and voice projection
· demonstrate awareness of common pitfalls in delivering speeches
Time Needed

· 50 minutes

Learning / Teaching / Assessment Tasks / Activities

· Students practise persuasion skills through group discussion and presentation
· They distinguish between good and bad body language

· They practise delivering speeches to each other and evaluate the performance of their peers
Materials Required

· Handouts on “Presentation Skills”
· DVD Track 7: Video of sample speech 1
· DVD Track 8: Video of sample speech 2
· DVD Track 9: Video of sample speech 3



Presentation Skills
Teacher’s Notes

Introduction
This focus asks students to first evaluate the performance of some speakers, then practise delivering a speech, and finally evaluate the performance of other students.

Learning Activity 1: Getting the vacant place
20 minutes

This game creates a situation that requires students to persuade an audience. Get students in groups and let them choose which club they would represent. One group will be the school authority and they will decide which club can use the staff quarter after listening to their presentations.
	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, you might demonstrate how to persuade the school authority by providing valid reasons (e.g. The English Club should be given the right to use the room because they need a place for students to practise English after school).



Learning Activity 2: Identifying good and bad body language

10 minutes

Get students to look at the six pictures on the student’s handouts and explain to them what good and bad examples of body language are. Students can then complete the exercise by distinguishing between good and bad body language.
Possible answers:
	Picture 1
	Good example
	–
	looking balanced, standing straight, natural eye contact

	Picture 2
	Bad example
	–
	not serious and slouching, 
head tilted to one side

	Picture 3
	Bad example
	–
	playing with hair,
no eye contact

	Picture 4
	Bad example
	–
	looking aggressive and unfriendly, impolite gestures, finger-pointing

	Picture 5
	Good example
	–
	looking confident, standing straight, using gestures appropriately, good eye contact

	Picture 6
	Bad example
	–
	reading from notes, note sheet held too high, no eye contact


Learning Activity 3: Delivering a speech with poise
20 minutes
A. Video watching

This activity will help students to think critically about the performance of others, and consequently about their own performance. 
Show students three sample speeches (DVD Tracks 7, 8 and 9). Have students concentrate on the body language of the speaker and then complete the chart on the student’s handout.
Another way to conduct this activity is to ask students to give a presentation and their peers to point out their good and bad speaking habits.
Possible answers:

	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	· speaking clearly and fluently 

· speaking in an appropriate speed

· speaking with a natural intonation
· standing still

· making eye contact with audience

· standing straight


	· mumbling
· speaking with a monotonous voice – lacking variety in intonation

· speaking hesitantly
· playing with  hair
· holding cue cards / note sheets too high
· reading from cue cards / note sheets


B. Practice
In this activity, students will practise reading out speeches to each other in pairs. The student not performing will evaluate his / her partner’s performance using the peer evaluation form. Before students carry out peer assessment, go over the criteria on the evaluation form on page S132. Stress that the evaluation form only focusses on delivery skills as this is the main objective of this learning activity. If possible, demonstrate good style for them.

Alternatively, you may ask two or three students to deliver the speech in class as demonstration. Make use of the opportunity to highlight aspects of delivery that students need to pay attention to.
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