Learning English through Debating


	
Focus 12: Final Debates
Objectives

By the end of the focus, students will be better able to: 

· apply the debating skills covered in the module
Time Needed

· Depending on class size, about 20 minutes per debate (excluding the preparation time)
Learning / Teaching / Assessment Tasks / Activities

· Students get into groups of three and take part in a debating competition

Materials Required

· Handouts on “Final Debates”
· Video camera (optional)

· “Final Debates – Judging Criteria”(pages S136 – S137)

· “Mark Sheets for the Final Debates” (pages T126 – T127)




Final Debates
Teacher’s Notes

Introduction
The final debates should be given a sense of occasion. Invite adjudicators, such as the principal or people from outside skilled and interested in debating. You may act as the chairperson or assign students to take turns to chair the debates. Adjudicators should be reminded not to get overly concerned about students’ language accuracy as this is a communicative activity, and students should be evaluated on their ability to think and communicate. Invite an audience (e.g. students from other forms) if possible.
Learning Activity 1: Final debates
A. Grouping
Students will form groups of three and decide among themselves the role of each teammate. You may give them advice on how to share out the work, if appropriate, e.g. summary speeches are usually given by the captain but you may let the teams decide who will do it or have four members in a team so that each member presents a speech. 

B. Preparation
Go over the rules in Learning Activity 8 of Focus 1 with students to ensure they understand the procedure.
A week before the competition, prepare a list of motions relevant to your students’ interests and abilities. Try to include a wider range of motions for variety. Have the teams draw from the motions on the list and draw lots to decide whether they are the Affirmative or the Opposition.
Below are some possible motions for your consideration:
1. Human beings should not be allowed to use other animals as objects of sport and entertainment.
2. The sales and consumption of alcohol should be further restricted.
3. Cosmetic surgery should be banned.
4. Governments should not waste public resources to censor the Internet.
5. Drug tests should be carried out in schools in Hong Kong.
6. Surrogate motherhood should be banned in Hong Kong.

Remember to invite adjudicators (who can be yourself, students with debating experience or English teachers of other classes / levels). Go through the “Final Debates – Judging Criteria” handouts with students to ensure they understand how their performance will be evaluated. You may also give them copies of the “Mark Sheets for the Final Debates” in the “Supplementary Materials” section (pages T127 – T128) and ask them to conduct peer assessment. 
As a token of recognition and encouragement, you may ask the adjudicator(s) to present prizes to:

· the best / winning team 
· the best debater
Invite students to vote and decide the award winners to give them a greater sense of ownership and involvement.
	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, you may consider giving them more than one week to prepare for the final debates. Feel free to adjust the rules to make the task easier (e.g. allowing students more time to come up with an answer for each question, or taking out the question and answer session).

For more advanced students, you may ask them to prepare for more than one motion, and only tell them the motion on the day of the debate. Alternatively, you may let them know the motion in advance but announce their stances on that day. You may also adjust the rules to allow longer speeches (e.g. 3 minutes each for the opening and summary speeches and 2 minutes 30 seconds for the 1st and 2nd speakers’ speeches). Encourage more advanced students to jot only brief notes of their key points on cue cards and give more spontaneous response instead of relying too much on pre-written speeches. If you would like to add more challenge to the final debates, you may even adopt the style of the “Interrogative Debating Session” in Sing Tao Inter-school Debating Competition for the question and answer session (see page T118 of the “Supplementary Materials” section).




C. Debate competition

Each speaker should speak for a maximum of 2 minutes. Allow 20 minutes for each pair of teams to debate. After the summary speeches, give the adjudicators at least 15 minutes to tally their scores and deliberate on the winner, as well as invite them to comment on the debaters’ performance.
	Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, they should also be encouraged to assess their peers. However, instead of asking them to give marks to all speakers, you may ask each student to focus on one debater and note down his / her strengths and weaknesses. Encourage them to give oral / written feedback to the debater afterwards.

For more advanced students, you may ask them to take turns to be the adjudicators using the “Mark Sheets for the Final Debates” on pages T127 – T128 of the “Supplementary Materials” section. Familiarise them with the criteria before they start to assess their peers and ask them to explain why they think a certain team should win. Encourage the students to make suggestions for improvement for both teams at the end of the debate.
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