Learning English through Debating


	
Focus 6: Researching

Objectives

By the end of the focus, students will be better able to:

· find information on a topic from different sources
· distinguish between facts and opinions
· select relevant information in preparation for a debate
· incorporate information from research and give appropriate references to their sources in debate speeches
Time Needed

· 2 hours 30 minutes

Learning / Teaching / Assessment Tasks / Activities

· Students distinguish between facts and opinions and identify them in a sample speech on the motion “Exams should be abolished in schools”

· They practise selecting the most appropriate and powerful supporting evidence / details to support an argument
· They search online for evidence to enrich the speech they choose to work on in Learning Activity 5 of Focus 5

· They cite research findings in speeches using various language structures
· They rewrite an earlier speech to include findings from research

Materials Required
· Handouts on “Researching”
· DVD Track 3: Video of a speech on abolishing exams in schools

· Supplementary activity – “Identifying the Stance of Sources”(Learning Activity 5) (pages T112 – T113 of the “Supplementary Materials” section)



 Researching
Teacher’s Notes

Introduction
The activities in this focus will provide students with the opportunities to conduct online research and to select relevant evidence (facts, opinions and statistics) to support their arguments. The objective is to get students into the habit of doing independent research on a debate topic and acknowledging the sources of information they have used.

Learning Activity 1: Warm-up

15 minutes
The purpose of this warm-up activity is to get students to practise listening to consonant sounds that may be confusing to them. First, students will work in pairs for 5 minutes. One student will choose any set of words on the list and read out one of the words to his / her partner. The partner will try to identify which word is being read out.
After the students have finished reading out the sets of words, you will read out one word from each set and ask students to underline the word they hear. If students are not sure which word you have read out, you may repeat it or put the word in a sentence to provide a context for them to guess. 

You might like to check answers with the students after you have completed one section or wait until the entire activity is done. Ask the students if they can hear the difference between sounds. If they cannot, repeat the words which cause confusion and ask students to read after you. Make sure they can pronounce the words correctly.

Learning Activity 2: Identifying facts and opinions

15 minutes 

The activity aims to develop students’ ability to distinguish between facts and opinions, so that they will know how to select the relevant information or evidence when they carry out independent research in the coming activities. 

PRACTICE 1 – Get students to read the sentences and decide whether they are facts or opinions. They should write “F” for facts and “O” for opinions.

Answers:

	1. The sun sets in the west.

2. Hong Kong is a great city.

3. Teachers are patient people.

4. Dolphins and porpoises are members of the whale family.

5. Giraffes are tall animals.

6. Raisins are made from grapes.

7. Winter is a fun season. 

8. Antarctica is covered by ice. 

9. The Earth has five oceans. 

10. Causeway Bay is famous for shopping.
	1. F

2. O

3. O

4. F

5. F

6. F

7. O

8. F

9. F

10. O


PRACTICE 2 – Ask students to write three facts and three opinions about their school.

Possible answers:

	Facts
	1. Our school is located in Tai Po.

2. There are 67 teachers in the school. 
3. The school was built in 1960.

	

	Opinions
	1. Teachers in Tai Po Secondary School are the best.

2. It is a very popular school in Tai Po.
3. Students in Tai Po Secondary School are clever.


Learning Activity 3: Facts and opinions in arguments

15 minutes
This learning activity allows students to identify facts and opinions in a debate speech. Students watch a video of a sample speech supporting the motion “Exams should be abolished in schools” (DVD Track 3). 

Ask students to read the transcript and have them underline three opinion statements and three factual statements. Have students share their answers with the rest of the class after they finish.

	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, you may start off by asking students to focus on the beginning paragraph and guide them to identify facts and opinions. Make sure students have understood the difference between the two (e.g. facts are indisputable and objective, whereas opinions are personal and subjective) before they work on the rest of the article.



Suggested answers:
The underlined sentences are examples of FACTS and the framed sentences are examples of OPINIONS. 

	Exams Do Not Effectively Test Student Learning

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to talk to you today about exams. I mean the large-scale formal exams such as the HKDSE, HKCEE and A-Level exams, the ones organised at territory-wide level. The exam system we have follows the British system, which has been reformed many times. At one time, a big exam at the age of eleven determined a child’s whole future, whether he or she would be a doctor or a factory worker. Mercifully, that exam is gone, but in this speech, I will argue that the problem is not with any specific exam. The problem is that exams, besides being stressful, are ineffective in assessing student learning.

What is learning? Learning is a wide range of things. We start to learn from the day we are born. We learn to walk and talk. We learn to be kind to animals. In later life, we may learn to play a musical instrument. None of these things can be tested with pen and paper.

What is an exam? There are practical exams, of course, like cooking exams and driving exams, but in most cases large-scale exams have to be easy to standardise, and inexpensive. In almost all cases, that means pen and paper. 
Pen and paper exams do test certain things effectively – knowledge of facts, for instance. What is the capital of India? Give the value of pi to ten decimal places. These are the questions best suited to exams. Of course exams can do more than this, but they can’t do everything.

Different subjects are more or less easy to test. In Britain, the increased use of standardised testing has resulted in extra time for English and science at the expense of art. That is to say, because art and music are not so easy to test, less time goes into teaching them in the schools. Is this a good way to plan an education? To say that real education is testable education is, as they say, to put the cart before the horse.

The increased emphasis on testing also means that students are tested on their ability to take tests. Students take a lot of practice tests today, practising the process of testing itself more than reviewing the subject matter. 

If we imagine how we want a student to turn out at the end of secondary education, it is easy to think what we want: a moral person, a socially responsible person, full of creativity and life. When we look at the testing that students are subjected to in school, we see a very different picture. Exams test learning only very subjectively, and leave out all the most important parts. 

The speech is adapted from The Case against Testing: Research Evidence by the National Union of Teachers (NUT), 2003. <http://www.teachers.org.uk/resources/pdf/Tests-campaign-Evidence-2.pdf>


Learning Activity 4: Selecting supporting evidence
15 minutes
This learning activity consolidates students’ knowledge of the distinction between facts and opinions as well as different kinds of evidence. It also helps them to be more critical and sensitive when selecting supporting evidence for their arguments.  

Go through the answers question by question. Ask students to justify their choice and explain why the other two options are not as appropriate before moving on to the next question. 

Answers:

1. Smoking is bad for you. 

a. Smoking is the number one cause of lung cancer.

b. Smokers also often drink, and drinking is bad for you.

c. My uncle smokes, and sometimes he gets ill.

2. Smoking should be banned in public places.

a. Smokers are people who say rude things, so they shouldn’t be in public places.

b. Passive smoking is a cause of lung cancer in non-smokers according to medical studies in the UK and Australia.
c. We do not want visitors to see that there are smokers in our city.

3. Warnings should be put on all cigarette boxes. 

a. Pictures and words may slow cigarette sales.

b. The World Health Organisation advised governments to ban tobacco advertising to prevent young people from taking up smoking.

c. People will turn to buy chocolate, which does not have a warning.

4. Fewer people smoke in Hong Kong than 20 years ago.

a. We see fewer people smoking on the street.

b. Fewer people have yellow teeth.

c. Surveys show a smaller number of smokers today.
	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, you may first go through each option with them, identifying what kind of evidence (common knowledge, anecdotes, quotations from experts, statistical data) is presented and whether it is a fact or an opinion before asking students to choose the best answer. If they still find it difficult, you may give them some general selection criteria for consideration (e.g. facts are usually more preferred to opinions).
For more advanced students, you can challenge them by asking them to come up with a better alternative to each answer.



Learning Activity 5: Doing research

30 minutes or as homework
Take the class to a computer laboratory with Internet access so that they can look for information or evidence to support their position and arguments. If one computer for each student is not possible, you may have students complete the tasks in pairs or small groups in the library or language rooms. 
Ask students to look at the types of information they have put down for Learning Activity 5 of Focus 5.
Tell students to find at least two websites with the relevant information they plan to look for in Learning Activity 5 of Focus 5. Allow students the flexibility to select evidence other than the kinds they put down in Focus 5. 
Ask students to complete the note sheet by noting down the relevant information and findings from the chosen websites.
	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, you may confine students’ search to some websites debaters commonly use and demonstrate to them how to enter keywords for effective search. Here are two possible sites:
· “Debatabase – the World’s Largest Debate Database”
     http://www.idebate.org/debatabase/topic_index.php
· “Wikipedia – the Free Encyclopaedia”
http://en.wikipedia.org/
To make sure students know how to identify information that are relevant and advantageous to their side, you may do the activity on pages T112 – T113 of the “Supplementary Materials” section with students before they start their information search. The activity enhances students’ ability to analyse the views presented in different sources. 
Answers to the supplementary activity on pages T111 – T112:
1. ( Against

2. ( For

3. ( Against

4. ( For

5. ( Against

6. (For




Learning Activity 6: Citing sources in speeches

20 minutes
To incorporate research findings into a persuasive speech, students will have to learn how to cite sources properly. Explain to students the four core elements to include when citing research findings and go through the expressions and different ways of citing references with them.
Remind students that they may need to paraphrase in their own words when reporting the research findings.

PRACTICE

Ask students to cite the sources and present the findings / information provided using the expressions they have learnt.  

Possible answers:

1. A study done by a team of German scientists on the genetics of animal tameness shows that breeding strategies can be designed to pass specific genes from one generation to the next as a way to domesticate wild animals.

2. In her study of capital punishment, Professor Janet Chan of the University of New South Wales discovered that capital punishment may not be an effective deterrent to serious crimes like murder.

	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students, you may just introduce the following two ways of acknowledging sources, which are less complex and contain less information.

· According to … a website / an article / a report … about / on … (topic) …, …
· In a study of … (topic) …, … (name of researcher) … found / discovered / proved that …
You may also limit the number of reporting verbs they have to use and introduce only basic ones (e.g. show, find).

For more advanced students, you can ask them to rewrite their answers to Questions 1 and 2 using other patterns and reporting verbs.

Below is a website where more information about verbs on citing sources can be found:

http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~ctl/twc/webresources/VerbsforCiting.pdf
e.g. 
Brown’s (2003) findings confirm that …
       
Brown’s (2003) findings conclude that …
Brown’s (2003) study suggests that …
Brown’s (2003) study reveals that …



Learning Activity 7: Portfolio Assignment 4

40 minutes or as homework

Before this activity, ask students to bring back the speech they researched for in Learning Activity 5. Students will rewrite the same speech with the new evidence they have found from their research. 

Remind them to select the most appropriate evidence and use the language patterns they have learnt in this focus to cite sources.

You may ask the students to submit their old version of the speech together with this enriched version for your comparison. The suggested assessment criteria for this portfolio assignment have been provided on page T124 of the “Supplementary Materials” section for your reference when assessing students’ work and giving constructive feedback. After you return the assignments, ask students to reflect on their work and complete the “Assignment Checklist” (page S138) and “Reflection Log – Portfolio Assignment 4” (page S142). 
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