Learning English through Drama
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Expressing Emotion with Your Voice

	When we speak, people don’t just pay attention to the words we use – they also listen to how we say things. The tone of your voice can reveal a lot about your feelings.
	


Learning Activity 1

Listening

Listen to the following short sentences. In each case, how does the speaker feel – happy, sad, angry or afraid? Put a tick in the correct box.

	
	
	Happy
	Sad
	Angry
	Afraid

	a.
	He’s coming back.
	
	
	
	

	b.
	She’s changed her mind.
	
	
	
	

	c.
	Look over there!
	
	
	
	

	d.
	That’s my friend.
	
	
	
	

	e.
	Are you serious?
	
	
	
	

	f.
	Really?
	
	
	
	

	g.
	I didn’t know that.
	
	
	
	

	h.
	Where are you going?
	
	
	
	


Learning Activity 2

Speaking and Listening
1. Work in small groups. Your teacher will give you two sets of cards: 

· Set A: Sentence cards

· Set B: Emotion cards

2. Place the sets of cards upside-down on your desk. 

3. In turns, pick up one card from Set A and one card from Set B. Don’t let your group-mates read your cards!

4. Say the sentence on the card from Set A, using your voice to express the emotion on the card from Set B. 

5. Your group-mates will try to guess which emotion you are expressing. 
Learning Activity 3

Writing and Speaking 

1. 
Work in small groups. Choose one of the sentences from Set A and one of the emotions from Set B.

2. 
Write a short dramatic dialogue that contains the sentence you have chosen. Each person in the group should be a character in the dialogue.

3. 
Practise saying the dialogue. Make sure that your tone of voice expresses emotion every time you speak.

	Sample dialogue

Sentence: She’s changed her mind.                 Emotion: Sad

A:  Hi, how are you? Are you ready for the party?

B:  I suppose so.

C:  You don’t seem very excited. Aren’t you going with Carol?

B:  No. She’s changed her mind.

A:  Why is that?

B:  She says she doesn’t like me any more.

C:  Really? Why not?

B:  She thinks Tommy is more handsome.

A:  Oh, poor you! That’s so unfair!

C:  Don’t worry. You’ll find another girlfriend.
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