Learning English through Drama
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Writing a Short Scene 

	In this activity, you will have the opportunity to write and perform a short script based on a situation in which two people are in some kind of conflict. Remember that your script will be more interesting if the two characters both keep fighting for what they want. 
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Learning Activity 1

Reading and Speaking

1. Read the situation and short script covered in the previous focus again. As you read, mark up the script to indicate sentence stress and intonation and underline words/sounds that you are going to stress in each line.
	Sample situation
Character A: You are a secondary school student. Your parents have discovered that you have been going out with a boy/girl lately. You think your parents should allow you to have a girlfriend/boyfriend. Try to persuade your father/mother (Character B) to allow this.
Character B: You are A’s father/mother. You think A is too young to be dating. Refuse to give your permission.



	B:
	Where have you been? Why are you returning home so late again? Are you going out with a boy/girl?

	A:
	I want to start dating.

	B: 
	Don’t be silly! You’re far too young for dating.

	A: 
	But all my classmates are doing it. Why can’t I?

	B: 
	Because you’re not mature enough.

	A: 
	You never let me do anything I want to do! You are so controlling!

	B: 
	That’s not true. I just don’t think you’re ready to start dating.

	A:
	I am! I am not young anymore. I am already sixteen! 

	B: 
	Sixteen is too young!

	A: 
	Maybe it was when you were growing up, but the world is different now.

	B: 
	I don’t care what you think. I have already said no. Do as I say!

	A:
	But that’s not fair!

	B:
	Life isn’t always fair!

	A:
	I will still go ahead whether you like it or not.

	B:
	You will have only yourself to blame if anything goes wrong!


2. Work with a partner. Practise saying this dialogue in a dramatic way. Think about your use of stress and intonation.
Learning Activity 2

Writing and Speaking
1. Work with a partner. Read the five situations below. Choose one, and work with your partner to write a short script based on the situation. 
2. If you prefer, you can adapt the situations and/or the characters, or you can invent your own characters and situation.
3. Each character (A and B) should have at least ten lines to speak. Remember to use some of the conflict building strategies you learnt before.
	Situation 1
Character A: You are a secondary school student. You want to join your friends at the karaoke. Try 

to persuade your father/mother (Character B) to allow this.
Character B: You are A’s father/mother. You do not allow A to go to the karaoke. Refuse to give your permission.


	Situation 2
Character A: You have been working at a company for two years. You believe that you deserve a pay rise. Try to persuade your boss (Character B) to increase your salary.
Character B: You are Character A’s boss. You cannot afford to give him/her a pay rise. Refuse to increase A’s salary.


	Situation 3
Character A: You are at a party. Character B wants you to drink some beer. Refuse to do so.
Character B: You are at a party. You think that Character A should drink some beer with you. Try to persuade him/her.


	Situation 4
Character A: There is a new student in your class. You think he/she is very nice. You think that your friend (Character B) should allow this new student to join you and Student B for lunch. Try to persuade Character B.
Character B: You think the new student is very boring and unpleasant. Do not accept Character A’s suggestion that the new student should join you for lunch.


	Situation 5

Character A: Character B has made a cake, and wants you to try it. You know that B is a terrible cook, so you do not want to try the cake, but you also do not want to be impolite. Try to find a way to avoid eating the cake.
Character B: You have worked hard to make a cake, and you want Character A to try it. Convince A to eat some of your cake.


4. When you have finished writing your script, check it for content, grammar and vocabulary. 
· Have you built conflicts between characters using strategies you learnt?
· Are there any grammatical errors? 

· Have you chosen the best words to express your meaning? 
· If necessary, ask your teacher to provide feedback. 

5. Next, think about stress and intonation. 
· Which words do you need to stress in each line?

· How can you use intonation to convey feelings and emotions?

· When you have decided on what emotions each character is feeling, write the emotions as stage directions.

6. Think about body language and movement.
· How can you use body language to show the characters’ feelings?

· What movement can you add to make the scene more interesting?

· Write your ideas in the form of stage directions. 

7. What other stage directions can you add? Think about things such as:
· Location – where does the scene take place?

· Appearance – what do the characters look like? What are they wearing?

· Personality – what sort of person is each character?
· Give some information about the setting and characters in the stage directions before the dialogue begins.
8. Memorise your dialogue and movements. Rehearse with your partner until you are ready to perform the scene for your classmates. When you are ready, perform the scene.
9. Use your classmates’ feedback to improve your script and/or your performance.
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