Learning English through Drama
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From Script to Performance

	When we perform a play, we learn our lines and say in front of the audience with good voice projection, facial expressions and gestures. 

We may also try to add some audio-visual elements to improve our performance, for example:

· Props 
· Music and sound effects
· Costumes

· Lighting
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Learning Activity 1

Speaking, Reading and Writing
Before you think about the details of your performance, you need to have a script ready.

1. Work in pairs or groups of 3 – 8. With your partner or group members, choose a script you like best to prepare for a 10 – 20 minute performance. You may:

· further develop the script you have produced in “From Story to Script” or “Creating Drama through Conflict”
· write an original script

· adapt an existing play, story or script
2. Read through the script you have developed with your partner/group members carefully, taking into consideration the criteria in the “Script Feedback Form” your teacher gives you. 

3. Ask another group to read your script and give comments and feedback using the form.

4. After collecting the feedback, revise the script to improve it. 

Learning Activity 2

Discussion

After you have reviewed your script, it’s time to choose the right actors and actresses for the roles.
	You may like to refer to the following criteria when selecting players:

· appearance – Do the actors fit the role they play?

· voice projection – Can the actors speak loudly and confidently to be heard?

· special talents – Do the students have special skills like singing or dancing?

· facial expressions and gestures – Are the actors expressive and dramatic on stage, especially if the role is comical?
· passion and energy – Are the actors keen and energetic about acting?


1. Now, list all the characters in your play and count the number of actors you need. If you don’t have enough people in your group, you may double up some of the supporting characters (those other than the main characters). You are reminded that there shouldn’t be too many characters in a short play.

2. Now, fill in the table by writing down the names of the students playing the characters and briefly explain why they are chosen:

	Name of Character
	Name of Actor
	Reasons for the choice

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Learning Activity 3

Discussion 
With a script ready, you can enrich your drama performance by using lighting, music, costumes and props effectively. These elements help to create audio-visual effects but you may need to consider the scale of production and the resources available. 

1. Lighting  
Lighting can be used to indicate the time and mood of the scene. For example, lights can be turned off and then on to show it is another day or a new scene in a play. 

You can create some simple lighting effects by:

· using flashlights or torches

· switching on or off the lights in class or the spotlights on stage
With your group members, read through the script to see where you need lighting and how you are going to produce that effect.

	Act/Scene
	What lighting arrangement is needed (e.g. lights on, lights off) and why?
	How to produce the effect?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Music and Sound Effects
Music can bring out the mood of the drama. For example, playing light-hearted music for 10 seconds at the start can help to set the tone for a comedy. The audience get a feel of the drama before they see the action.
Transitional music during the play helps to convey the passage of time or a change in mood.

Sounds are created to match the plot, action and emotions of the actors as the play develops.

You can create some simple sound effects by:

· looking for music that suits your drama (e.g. classical music, hip-hop, pop-songs, movie soundtracks)
· pre-recording minor sound effects like door bells, phone ringing and banging of doors
· producing sound effects on the spot orally or manually e.g., knocking on the desk as if knocking on the door, stomping your feet or whistling
· asking a musically talented member of your class (e.g. a pianist or violinist) to perform live

Tips and Reminders:
1. Make sure you have a CD player or laptop computer to play the music. 
2. Check the size of the venue before performance to see if you need speakers and wires to make the music audible to all audience.

3. Practise a few times to get the timing right.
With your group members, read through the script to see where you need some music and/or sound effects. Think about how you are going to add or produce them.
	Act/Scene
	What music/sound is needed and why?
	How to produce it?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Costumes   
Costumes are what actors and actresses wear. They depend a lot on the roles played in the drama and the time and place where the drama is set. For example, a Hong Kong teenager in 2007 will dress very differently from a 60-year-old English lady in the 1930s.
Costumes also include accessories, make-up and hairdo. For example, the actress might wind her hair into a bun when playing the role of an old lady.

You can find suitable costumes by:

· borrowing costumes from the drama club in your school
· trying to use make-up or accessories (e.g. earrings) to create the appearance of the opposite sex, if necessary
Tips and Reminders:

1. Keep the costumes simple. Avoid staging a costume drama or a history play. If you wish, you can stage a modern Hong Kong version of some classical plays like Romeo and Juliet. This can be creative while saving the trouble of looking for costumes.
With your group members, read through the script and think about the look of the characters. Discuss what costume items the actors need and where to get them.
	Character
	What costume items are needed?
	How to get them?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. Props 
Props means the furniture and items used to make the setting vivid. 

You can make props and set the scene by:

· painting some simple set on drawing paper and posting the pictures on the board
· downloading pictures from copyright-free online clip art galleries and project them on the screen as background (you can find pictures of the sea, beaches, rainforests, deserts and so on easily) 

· creating the set with people, for example, people wearing green T-shirts as swaying trees
· adapting the desks and chairs in the classroom into other pieces of furniture. For example, you may put the chairs and tables together, cover them with a cloth to make them look like sofas or a dining table
· using cloth, coloured card-board paper and cartons to make simple school drama props
Tips and Reminders:
1. Avoid heavy bulky props in a short play as they make the changing of scenes inconvenient and time-consuming, which may affect the flow of the play.
With your group members, refer again to your script and think about what props you need. List the items in the table below and discuss how to make or get them.

	Act/Scene
	Props needed
	How to make or get them?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Learning Activity 4
Rehearsals and Final Performance
Now, you have thought through the details of the performance. It is time to start looking for the material you need, learn your lines and rehearse.

Don’t forget that voice projection is very important in acting. Work hard on audibility, pronunciation, stress and intonation.

As you try out different audio-visual effects in rehearsals, you will see what works and what doesn’t. Don’t be afraid to change the lines or modify your part to fit the situation. This fine-tuning is also part of the fun of drama, as you can see your work gradually taking shape and coming to life.
Don’t forget to ask your classmates and teacher for feedback and suggestions for improvement. 

Get ready for the final performance in front of classmates and schoolmates.
Get someone to record your performance for future review if possible.

Have fun!
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