Learning English through Drama


	Focus: Performing a Play
Objectives
By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:

· plan, organise and perform a play or an extended role-play

· evaluate their own and others’ rehearsal or performance
Time Needed
·  7 hours
Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities
· Students develop a script by selecting a story and organising relevant information
· They draft, revise and edit a script

· They discuss roles with group members and assume appropriate parts 

· They enrich the script by including some dramatic elements, e.g. lighting, props, music and costumes

· They rehearse and perform the play for classmates
Materials Required
· A handout on preparing for a performance (“Performing a Play”)
· (Optional) “Script Feedback Form” (from the “Supplementary Materials” section)
· (Optional) “Role-play/Performance Feedback Form” (from the “Supplementary Materials” section)



From Script to Performance

Teacher’s Notes
Introduction:
These activities take students from adapting a script or writing an original one to actual performance.  From developing, drafting, revising and editing a script to adding dramatic elements and audio-visual effects into the play, students need to work both independently and collaboratively. The following discussion activities guide students to plan, organise and carry out a drama performance, as well as giving them ideas about how to evaluate others’ and their own performance.

You may discuss with your students to decide whether they should perform a more formal play or an extended role-play depending on their abilities and interests. Under your guidance, they may either choose and adapt a script or develop one for their performance. You may film students’ performance for evaluation and discussion in class. The recorded play can be a very nice artefact for students to take away at the end of the module. 

Learning Activity 1

Speaking, Reading and Writing
60 minutes

1. Before students start the discussion, they need to form groups and have their scripts ready. Preparation has to be done before class. 
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For less advanced students:
If students are working in pairs, you may encourage them to do a dramatic dialogue. If they are working in groups, encourage them to write a simple script with a few scenes or produce one based on a familiar story. Their role-play may last for about 10 minutes and may not necessarily include technical aspects such as lighting and staging.

For more advanced students:

You may encourage them to be creative, write an original play or adapt a more complicated story into a play with more scenes. 

You may like to arrange students to perform to an intended audience, e.g. a lower form English class or the whole school during morning assembly. In this case, you should draw students’ attention to the audience they will perform for and the venue the performance will take place before you start Learning Activity 1 because this may affect their choice of stories or how the script is written.




2. When students have been given time to choose and develop a script with the purpose and audience in mind, you may encourage them to consider the criteria in the “Script Feedback Form”. This will help them to recall some features of drama they have learnt (e.g. conflict, stage directions) and apply them in script writing. Students are then asked to exchange their scripts and assess each other’s work. 

	Note:

You should feel free to adapt the “Script Feedback Form”, take out or add any criteria to suit the needs of your students.


Learning Activity 2

Discussion

30 minutes

As students are discussing which student should take up which role, you can circulate to give advice. The discussion aims to encourage them to talk in English, so it is fine if students provide reasons like “because s/he wants to take the role” or “because s/he is pretty/handsome”. 

Remind them some roles can double up if the characters don’t appear in the same scene.

If your students are thinking of a more elaborate class play, you may like to take this opportunity to introduce other key players apart from the actors and actresses, who are also involved in a drama performance to enhance their understanding of drama. Students can consider becoming a member of the backstage crew and take part in one or more of the following:
· script writers (who write and edit the script)

· directors (who give directions to the actors and oversee the whole performance)

· stage managers (who plan the use of stage and co-ordinate the front stage and back stage people)

· props team (who make props and design the set)

· music team (who look for music and operate the sound system during performance)

· lights persons (who control the lighting during performance)

· other supporting characters (for example, dancers in a musical, a choir to sing the chorus, narrators and voice-overs) 

Finally, AUDIENCE: - Everybody in the group or class can be involved as a member of the audience to give comments and feedback on the performance during rehearsals.
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For less advanced students:
You can encourage them to perform a dramatic role-play with fewer characters.

For more advanced students:

You can encourage them to stage a more complex drama involving a large group of people and more detailed division of labour.  




Learning Activity 3

Discussion

90 minutes

After students have a script ready, you may guide them to think about their performance. Based on the scale of production and the resources available, they may enhance the audio-visual effect of their play by adding the following elements:

1. Lighting

Explain to students the role lighting plays in a drama but remind them not to overuse it. 

You may wish to tell them the venue of their performance so that they know what technical and lighting arrangements they can make.

2. Music and Sound Effects
Explain to them the role music plays in a performance and the different kinds of sound effects they can add. 

Circulate to give advice.

Remind students to start looking for the music they need after class and meet again to consider suitability.

3. Costumes 
It is sometimes helpful to begin by introducing to students what costumes mean and how they help to present characters and enhance the visual effect of the performance.

Remind students to think carefully about the setting and characters and make sure they can get the appropriate costumes easily.

Circulate to give advice during their discussion.
4. Props 
Explain to students what props mean and how they contribute to the stage effect.

Allow students time to think about the props they need. Some props show where the play takes place and other props are needed to facilitate action (e.g. teacups if the characters drink tea in the story).

Ask the students to consider the venue of the performance when deciding what props are appropriate.

Remind students to look for easily accessible props and avoid bulky ones.

Circulate to give advice during discussion. 

Learning Activity 4

Rehearsals and Final Performance

240 minutes

Encourage students to rehearse in front of an audience (e.g. another group of students outside class) before the final performance if time allows.

Remind students to focus on voice projection (audibility, pronunciation, stress and intonation) and apply what they have learnt in the module to their final performance. 

Both you and your students may give feedback using the “Role-play/Performance Feedback Form” in the “Supplementary Materials” section of this resource package. 

If appropriate, you may add more assessment criteria on the form. Alternatively, you may ask your students to set some extra criteria before they start assessing their peers’ performance. 

You may add a competition element to the performance by presenting the “Audience Choice Award” to the best play the students vote for. 

If possible, book a hall or a bigger activity room for the final performance and video record students’ work. The recording can be included in the student’s folder. 
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For less advanced students:
You may wish to stress the vocal quality and body language (e.g. eye contact, gestures) in acting and put aside technical aspects such as lighting and staging. Students should be encouraged to speak the lines in the form of a role-play with feelings and confidence.

For more advanced students:

You can add more demanding items (e.g. team work, stage effect) to the “Role-play/Performance Feedback Form” or design your own feedback form for a more elaborate performance. You may even adopt a more comprehensive approach and include the audio-visual elements in the assessment to challenge your students. 
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