Learning English through Popular Culture

Photo Captions
Teacher’s Notes
	Objectives
By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:
· identify the content, language structures and features of photo captions

· compile a list of tips about writing photo captions

· crop photos in order to alter the intended meaning and be able to justify their decisions

· produce a collection of photos based on a theme, using various types of shots

· write accompanying captions that adhere to the typical characteristics of this text-type
Time Needed

· Up to 6 forty-minute periods

Learning / Teaching / Assessment Tasks / Activities

Introducing Photo Captions

· In pairs or small groups, students talk about their favourite magazines /  newspapers and the content / pictures

· Students discuss a selection of photos focussing on events and people
· Students match captions to photos

· Students analyse photo captions focussing on tenses and noun phrases
Analysing Photo Captions

· In pairs, students complete a true / false quiz about the features of photo captions and compile a list of caption-writing tips

Cropping and Editing Photos

· Using a website, students discuss their opinions on different versions of photos

· Students practise cropping / altering photos to change the meaning

· Students write two different captions for their cropped photos

· In pairs, students check each other’s captions against their do’s and don’ts list and give feedback

Producing a Photo Story

· (Optional) Students use a website to practise telling a story, sequencing photos and adding captions

· In small groups, students plan and produce a photo story and write captions

Materials Required
· Student’s handouts S1-S14
· A selection of English language newspapers / magazines containing photos and captions (e.g. South China Morning Post, The Standard, gossip magazines from the UK, the USA and Australia such as ‘Heat’, ‘Closer’, ‘People’)

· Internet access (check website links before class)

· Photos for cropping

· Scissors

· Cameras

· CD Tracks 1, 2 and 3




Introducing Photo Captions
Teacher’s Notes
(  Introduction:

These activities are designed to introduce students to photo captions through discussion and noticing of key features. An important point introduced in this focus is that photo captions are used to contextualise and summarise the key points the newspaper is making in the story.

The key features of language and structure used in photo captions are also introduced to support students in producing their own captions later on.
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(  Time Needed: 1-2 forty-minute periods

(  Learning Activity 1
 Speaking
Talking about magazines and newspapers (5 minutes)
This activity is a lead-in task to raise students’ awareness of the features of newspapers and magazines (different stories / images) through personalised discussion.

This can be done as a whole class discussion with the teacher leading and asking individual students to contribute, or with a more participative class, completed by asking students to discuss the questions in pairs or small groups, then feed back as a whole class.

Draw students’ attention to the information box to clarify what a caption is.

Answers: What do we normally see below the photographs? – Captions
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(  Learning Activity 2
 Speaking, Listening and Reading

Discussing topics in newspaper photos

[image: image3.png]&b
(&)



A
Speaking and Listening – What are the photos about? (10 minutes)

This activity focusses students on the topics / themes of newspaper / magazine photos.

Note: You might like to make use of the Hong Kong Copyright Licensing Association (HKCLA) Monthly Reporting Form (accessible at http://hkcla.org.hk(service(instruction purpose(photocopying for instruction,  or in the CD-ROM of this package) to inform HKCLA of the number of photocopies made of the photos on S1 and S2 for students.
Do one example first with the students. Elicit ideas about it, e.g. What’s happening in the photo? Where do you think it is? Describe the people / objects / event shown. Can you guess the story’s topic (e.g. politics, entertainment, sports, local news)? Students work in small groups / pairs to discuss the rest of the examples and write notes if they wish. Stress that there are no correct answers, you just want them to be imaginative.
Listening – What are the photos about?

CD Tracks 1, 2, 3
If you wish to provide your students with extra listening practice and models of how they may discuss the photos, three sample conversations are provided on the CD (Tracks 1-3). Play the conversations and ask students to decide which of the six photos on pages S1 and S2 the people are discussing. Students could also highlight useful phrases and language for discussion in the tapescript.
	Tapescript – CD Tracks 1, 2 and 3

Learning Activity 2  Listening  What are the photos about?
CD Track 1 (1:08 minutes) – Conversation 1

A
Can you describe what you see in the photo?

B
Well, I’m not sure what they’re doing really. I think it’s some kind of sports event. 
The men are all wearing brightly-coloured clothes – the same ones, so they must 
be a team. There are 6 or 7 people and they all have their arms up in the air.  
They are kind of stretching, maybe doing yoga or something.

A
Are there any people in the background?

B
No, I can’t see any other people watching them.

A
And where was the photo taken?

B
I think it’s in a football stadium or other sports stadium.

A
Is there anything special or unusual about the photo?

B
Well, it’s a normal topic for a newspaper photo – sports, but one of the men is 
falling over, so I guess they chose the picture because it’s quite funny and 
unusual. Also, it shows footballers doing something they don’t usually do – yoga.

CD Track 2 (0:50 minutes) – Conversation 2

A
What about the next photo?

B
This is quite interesting because there are people in some water…

A
What are they doing?

B
I think they’re being rescued…

A
Who is in the photo?

B
The people being rescued of course, and some other guys who are rescuing them – 
I ttythink they’re firemen because they are wearing special yellow hats…

A
Like a helmet?

B
Yes, yes, a helmet.

A
Why is it in the news do you think?

B
Probably because it’s quite an exciting story. We don’t often have floods in Hong 
Kong, or not ones as big as this one anyway, so it’s quite unusual.

CD Track 3 (0:53 minutes) – Conversation 3

A
What’s the third photo about?

B
It seems to be a photo of a special event…

A
What kind of event? Sports?

B
No, some kind of show or demonstration of skills. Maybe they’re actresses…

A
Why do you think they are actresses?

B
Because of the clothes they are wearing. They are wearing some special costumes, 
like traditional Chinese costumes.

A
And what are the girls in the photo doing?

B
They’re showing their fighting skills and special movements.

A
Where do you think this photo was taken?

B
Hmm – difficult to say. Somewhere in China I guess…


B
Reading – Matching captions to photos (5 minutes)
This activity asks students to match the captions to photos using vocabulary clues.
Point out the captions and pre-teach vocabulary if necessary, although this may pre-empt the matching, so you may prefer to check new vocabulary after students have tried to match the captions using the pictures as clues. Encourage students to look for and underline key words in the captions that will help them to choose the correct picture: these will tend to be noun and prepositional phrases.
Answers:

	Picture
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Caption
	FSD officers…
	One of the six…
	NBA star Yao Ming…
	Rangers defender…
	Firemen from the New Territories…
	Students from Shanghai…



C
Reading and Speaking – What do the captions tell us?
(10 minutes)

This activity raises students’ awareness of the key informational elements of photo captions.

Tell students that photo captions usually include the following information: Who? Where? What? (and sometimes ‘When?’). This activity is designed for students to check if the real newspaper examples follow this rule.

Answers:

	
	Who?
	Where?
	What?

	Caption 1
	FSD officers / villagers
	On Leung Village, near Lok Ma Chau in the NT
	Rescue / flooding / people trapped in homes

	Caption 2
	One of the six Chinese gods of wealth / taxi drivers
	Hunghom
	Delivers red packets (better known as LAI SEE)

	Caption 3
	NBA star Yao Ming / youngsters
	Queen Elizabeth Stadium, Wan Chai
	Meet at a seminar

	Caption 4
	Rangers defender Chan Wai-ho / Hong Kong football team
	Siu Sai Wan
	He loses balance (‘tips’ over) during training exercises

	Caption 5
	Firemen (from the New Territories East)
	Shing Mun River, Shatin
	Win the final of the dragon boat race

	Caption 6
	Students (from Shanghai) Kang Meng, Sun Pingping and Wang Jie
	The University of Hong Kong
	Show off their martial arts skills


Do the photo captions tell us the writer’s opinion? Perhaps not explicitly; however, it is argued that an ideological standpoint is always implicit in texts. Only introduce these concepts if students are ready to start handling them.


(  Learning Activity 3
 Grammar
Tenses used in photo captions(5 minutes)

This activity provides opportunities for students to be exposed to and practise the grammatical tenses typically used in photo captions describing recent events.

Focus students’ attention on the first two example photo captions (FSD and Lai See) to highlight the grammatical tense used: present simple. Ask students to underline examples of the main verb (the first verb) used in the caption.  In the first two examples, ‘rescue’ and ‘delivers’ are used: both present simple even though the event has clearly taken place in the past.  In (b) on page S4, present simple ‘wait’ is used to refer to a past activity.  Item (c) is different: present simple ‘flock’ is used in the main clause, and past simple ‘opened’ is used in the subordinate clause (which gives additional time-related information).

Guide students through this language feature to sensitise them to how tense is used within news photo captions to create relevance to the moment of reading. You may wish to do some remedial work on tense construction at this point.
Answers: (a) present simple ‘rescue’; ‘delivers’; (b) the main verb in the caption is ‘wait’ (present simple) but (i) Katy Wu visited HK last week; (ii) the photographers waited last week; (c) The verbs used are ‘flock’ and ‘opened’ and (iii) the MegaMall opened yesterday; (iv) shoppers flocked to the Mall yesterday.

(  Learning Activity 4
 Writing  Caption writing tips (15 minutes)

This activity provides an opportunity for students to clarify features of photo captions by writing tips for a journalist.
Instructions for this activity are given in the student’s handout. It may be more productive if students work together in pairs so they can discuss their ideas before writing.
Suggested Answers:

	DO…
	DON’T…

	use present simple in the first line
	write in headline style (abbreviated, omitting words such as ‘the’, ‘an’, ‘and’)

	be concise (keep it short)
	write too much (one line is usually enough)

	identify the main people in the photo
	describe the picture as ‘beautiful’, ‘horrible’, ‘dramatic’, etc. if we can see this in the photo

	use articles (a, an, the) and conjunctions (and, but)
	make judgements / give opinions if you don’t know the truth (e.g. ‘an unhappy boy’)

	include information about where it is (and maybe when)
	

	use the caption to give extra

information that we cannot know just by looking at the photo
	


	Catering for Learner Diversity

For students who need more support
· You could provide the caption writing do’s and don’ts list as a sorting activity by cutting the strips up, distributing to pairs and students decide if each statement is a ‘do’ or a ‘don’t’ tip.
For students who need more challenge

· It could be done as a dictogloss Glossary with you reading out each tip for students to jot notes and categorise into ‘do’ or ‘don’t’.



(  Learning Activity 5  Grammar and Vocabulary
Noun phrases in photo captions (10 minutes)

This activity exposes students to the use of noun phrases for giving information in photo captions and helps students to practise word order.

Go through the information first to highlight the use of noun phrases and typical word order. Students create noun phrases using the words given. Instructions are on the student’s handout. Monitor carefully to ensure correct word order and collocations as some of the words cannot be combined, e.g. ‘old young students’ or ‘big driver bus’. Set a time limit. To add a competitive element, you could see who can make the most acceptable noun phrases in the time given.

Some Suggested Answers:

Happy Mongkok shoppers...  Worried bus worker…  Traditional Hong Kong street market…

	Catering for Learner Diversity

To vary the interaction:
· This activity could be done as a type of Pelmanism Glossary (matching card game) where students turn over cards and see if they make a correct noun phrase.  Teachers would need to provide index cards and marker pens for students to write the words out before they play the card game.



Analysing Photo Captions

Teacher’s Notes
(  Introduction:

These activities help students to focus on features of photo captions through a true / false quiz and by discrimination tasks to highlight what constitutes a good photo caption, compared to a poor example. They round up with a self-directed task where they select and analyse examples of photo captions according to a set of given criteria.
(  Time Needed: 1 forty-minute period

(  Learning Activity 1
 Reading and Speaking
Photo captions true or false quiz (10 minutes)

This activity provides an opportunity for students to consolidate their knowledge of photo captions from previous lessons.

Students work in pairs / small groups to complete a true / false quiz. You may like to introduce a competitive element by awarding points for correct answers.

Answers:
1. F (about 10)
2. F (they usually answer some ‘Wh’ questions)
3. F
(not always explicitly but it’s understood to have happened recently with relevance to now)
4. F
(this is more typical of (scientific) text-book language where a picture needs to be labelled)
5. T
(present simple appears to be the most commonly-used tense, used to show relevance to now)
6. T
(not usually explicitly)
7. T
8. F
(they tend to leave out extra description due to their summarising and objective nature)

9. T
(the position of this descriptive noun phrase changes depending on which paper is using it: it can come before or after the name)
10. T


(  Learning Activity 2
 Reading and Speaking
Good and bad captions (5 minutes)
This activity provides an opportunity to discriminate between more and less successful features of photo captions.

This activity is designed to encourage students to think about the features of photo captions by discriminating between good and poor examples. Some examples are provided but you may wish to add some more of your own to give students further practice. Do an example with them first so you can discuss the types of things they should be looking for, e.g. number of words, correct use of present simple / past simple, noun phrases, viewpoint (*see S4 caption-writing do’s and don’ts and S6 true / false quiz for more features to highlight). During feedback, it is also helpful to highlight that the longer texts are typical of the language we use in news stories (not captions) and that is why they work less successfully as captions. If you would like to vary the interaction in the class, you could put the photos and captions around the room and students walk around to discuss and analyse them. Alternatively, you could turn it into a team competition where each team votes on which caption they think matches each photo (display them on an overhead projector (OHP)) and explain why, then award points.
	Photo
	Possible captions

	1.
Please refer to the print version 
for the photographs used in this activity.

Photo 1


	a. In the picture on the left you can see a black helicopter landing. It was a very cloudy day. Inside the helicopter is the handsome Jet Li who is an actor and he is coming to make his new movie.

b. Film star Jet Li’s helicopter lands in Kowloon yesterday as filming of his new movie begins this week in Hong Kong.

	2.
Photo 2
	a. You can see two photographers waiting for the gorgeous singer Katy Wu to leave the hotel she stayed in last week while she was here for her concert. Over 20,000 fans went to watch her performance at the HKCEC on Thursday night. This was Katy’s second visit to Hong Kong from her home in

Singapore and she said “I love Hong Kong. It is so exciting to be here”.

b. Photographers patiently wait to catch a glimpse of Singaporean singer Katy Wu during her second visit to Hong Kong last week.

	3.

Photo 3

	a. The grand prize in the annual ‘Driver of the Year’ competition is displayed in Shatin on Saturday.

b. This picture is of the car which was the grand prize in a great competition. The competition is held every year to find the best driver in Hong Kong.




Suggested Answers:

Example on S6, Learning Activity 2 – The better caption is (ii) Shoppers flock to the new MegaMall in Lok Fu which opened yesterday, because it tells us who (shoppers), where (Mega Mall, Lok Fu), what (grand opening) and when (yesterday). The first caption simply makes a general statement about preferences which is more appropriate to a text on trends in Hong Kong so is not a good example for this specific event-focussed caption.
	Picture
	Caption a comments
	Caption b comments

	1
	Not good as a caption because it starts with the labelling information (‘In the picture on the left you can see…’); it includes numerous adjectives (black; cloudy;) and gives evaluation / opinion (handsome).
	This is better as a caption because it is shorter, it uses the correct tense (present simple); it tells us who, where and when; Jet Li is described with a pre-modification (‘film star Jet Li’) rather than a relative clause.

	2
	Far too long as a caption; it starts with explanatory context-setting aimed at the reader (‘You can see...’); uses evaluation / opinion (gorgeous); there is background narrative (‘from her home…’) and direct quotes that are not combinations of features we often find in concise photo captions, and more appropriate for continuous text, such as a news story.
	Good as a caption because it summarises the necessary information in as few words as possible; it gives us extra information not evident from the photo; it uses the tense patterns we typically find in captions (present simple followed by past simple).


	3
	Good – less than 20 words; tells us what, where and when; uses a noun phrase (‘annual ‘driver of the year’ competition’); it uses the typical caption tense (present simple).
	Contains an introduction (‘this picture is of…’); does not say where / when; and gives personal opinion (‘a great competition’) more typical of longer text.


(  Learning Activity 3*
  Reading
Investigating photo captions (20 minutes)

This activity consolidates students’ knowledge of photo captions so far by providing an opportunity to do independent research.

Instructions are given on the student’s handout. This activity asks students to find their own examples of captions and find out if the rules apply. If you want to do it as a classroom activity, ensure you have a large selection of newspapers /  magazines containing accessible and suitable photos and captions for students to analyse. Alternatively it could be set as a homework task.
Cropping and Editing Photos
Teacher’s Notes
(  Introduction:

These activities focus on the ways in which images and information may be altered to affect meaning. Key learning points to convey to students are:

(1) Images and information may represent a particular point of view or standpoint, therefore are not neutral.

(2) One technique used to create meaning in images is omission (i.e. what is left out of a news photo is just as important as what is shown).

(3) In order to develop critical thinking / awareness in the students, it may be helpful to determine who is giving us the message and why.

These points are intended to raise students’ media awareness and improve their critical thinking skills.

(  Time Needed: 1 forty-minute period

(  Learning Activity 1  
Speaking and Writing
Changing the meaning of photos 
A 
Speaking – What is this photo about? (10 minutes)

This activity introduces students to the technique of cropping and editing photos to change their meaning.

This website has a huge number of resources aimed at raising students’ media awareness. This particular activity is most effective if students look at the first photo, then discuss their interpretations with a partner (or jot notes) before revealing the full photo. They can then discuss any differences between the two. You may also like to draw students’ attention to the captions and do some language analysis on the structures / vocabulary used.

	Catering for Learner Diversity

For students who need more support

· You may prefer to provide guiding questions for students to use when discussing the photos, e.g. Where is this? How old is the person? Is s/he rich or poor? To provide even more support, they could have multiple-choice answers.





B 
Speaking – Changing the meaning of a photo (5 minutes)
This activity provides students with hands-on practice of cropping a photo.

Provide a pair of identical photos for each pair / small group of students. Go through the suggested ways in which a photo may be altered and pre-teach vocabulary. Make sure students understand the terms alter, crop, and edit.

C 
Writing – Two photos two captions (10 minutes)
This activity provides students with practice of using tenses and noun phrases by producing first drafts of two photo captions.

Instructions are given on the student’s handout. Remind students to follow the do’s and don’ts of caption writing. They should write their captions individually to facilitate the next stage (peer feedback).


D 
Writing – Giving constructive peer feedback (5 minutes)
This activity provides guidance for students on how to structure constructive criticism on a classmate’s work.

In pairs, students assess their partner’s two captions from Learning Activity 1C and fill in the applicable box with a sentence or two.
	Catering for Learner Diversity

For students who need more support
· It may be helpful to give students more options to select from regarding their feedback, e.g. focussing on specific areas they think their partner has been successful in, such as vocabulary, spelling, tenses, and to what extent.



Producing a Photo Story
Teacher’s Notes
(  Introduction:

This section includes various activities designed to support students in planning and producing their own photo stories. Learning Activities 1 and 2 are additional follow-up activities intended to provide further practice and extend students’ knowledge in preparation for the production stage. Learning Activity 3 is a step-by-step guide to creating a photo story and the final stage is scaffolded to assist in the production of photo captions for the photo story.

(  Time Needed: 2-3 forty-minute periods

(  Learning Activity 1*  Reading
Camera shots and angles (10 minutes +)
This activity exposes students to more advanced camera techniques.
This activity is more challenging as it looks at camera techniques which your students may like to try and incorporate in their photo stories to add interest and creativity. You will also need a selection of photos from newspapers / magazines containing a variety of camera angles / shots (you could ask students to collect these examples for homework).


(  Learning Activity 2*  Reading and Speaking
Telling a story in photos and choosing captions (10 minutes)
This activity provides additional practice and support for telling a photo story.

If you feel your students would benefit from more practice on sequencing and telling stories, this activity focusses on this area using an interactive website.


(  Learning Activity 3  Speaking, Listening and Writing
Planning and producing a photo story (25 minutes + time outside class)

This activity prepares students for the production of a photo story to consolidate their knowledge of photo captions.

The stages needed for students to plan and prepare their photo story and the actual photo shoot are explained on the student’s handouts. Students should be divided into groups of about 3-5 (obviously the fewer in a group, the more each student will have to do). Specify a minimum number of photos they must produce (between 16-20 will allow for selection of the best ones and rejections later).

	Catering for Learner Diversity

For students who need more support

· You may choose to assign topics / themes to each group. You may also wish to suggest a specific sequence for their photos / story and give them more prompting about the storyline they are working on, e.g. by providing 8 items of vocabulary to help structure the story. You may also provide examples of photo stories for them to refer to (see the website mentioned in Learning Activity 2 on page S10 for a simple example).

For students who need more challenge

· As a follow-up, ask students to write a short reflective piece on their choice of shots / angles and the effects they may have on the reader. You could also ask them to justify their decisions on locations, characters and events included in their photos.




Alternative procedure if students do not have access to cameras:
Students can collect photos from magazines / newspapers / websites which correspond to their selected theme. It may be easier in this case for them to select the photos first, then build up their storyline around them.


(  Learning Activity 4 
Speaking, Reading and Writing 
Producing captions for your photo story

A 
Speaking – Putting your photos into a sequence (5 minutes)
This provides students with an opportunity to consider the sequence in which they tell a story and to practise using sequencers.

They should work in their photo story group to select and order their own photos then break in pairs to order the sequencers and practise telling the story to each other. Monitor and encourage use of sequencers when they are speaking.
Answers:

	finally (5)
	after that (4)
	next (3)
	to begin with (1)
	secondly (2)


Note: (3) and (4) can be changed around with no effect on meaning.


B
Speaking and Reading – Revision of caption writing tips
(10 minutes)
This activity supports students in revising the key features of photo captions in preparation for writing.
This is a straightforward revision quiz requiring students to select the correct option to make sentences about photo captions. Ask them to circle the answers / cross out the incorrect options. You could turn it into a team quiz, set a time limit and award points if you want to make it more competitive.

Answers: 1. 15;  2. present simple;  3. are;  4. do;  5. just the facts;
6. when / where / who / what;  7. do;  8. unnecessary

C 
Writing – Photo captions for your story (20 minutes)
This activity provides an opportunity for students to produce their own captions adhering to the conventions of this text-type.

Instructions are given on the student’s handout.

D 
Peer feedback – A photo story (15 minutes)
This activity provides students with practice in giving and receiving constructive criticism and praise about their work.

Students should work in groups to look at the other group’s photo story and captions and use the peer feedback sheet to make comments. Set a time limit for their preparation, then each group should go through their feedback sheet with the other group (who could be encouraged to ask questions to clarify what they should do in order to improve their work).
Resources for Photo Captions
Websites for Photo Captions:
Captionmachine  (
A blog where you can upload your photos and add captions or read other people’s captions and add your caption ideas. Easy to use. Warning: this is a public access site so some captions may contain inappropriate material / language: select carefully.

http://www.captionmachine.com
Captionbubble (
An option for students to upload their digital photos and add captions / dialogue in speech bubbles.

http://www.captionbubble.com
Desktop publishing caption tips ((
A general reference and list of tips / features regarding writing photo captions. Not designed for English language learners so some challenging technical terms used but with a little selective editing from the teacher, it has some useful information.

http://desktoppub.about.com/cs/pagelayout/ht/captions.htm
Hot tips for writing photo captions ((
Another informational site with a comprehensive list of tips. Aimed at journalism students.

http://www.poynter.org/content/content_view.asp?id=4355

Photo captions and cutlines ((
Primarily an informational reference about the nature of photo captions and reader behaviour. Aimed at university students, so some more challenging vocabulary.
http://web.ku.edu/~edit/captions.html
Writing photo captions for the web ((
An academic article for teachers’ own background reading about the purposes and features of photo captions.
http://www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue8_9/garner/index.html#g3
BBC Presspack Skills Room (
A student-friendly interactive site telling the story of a day in the life of a BBC journalist. Students drag and drop captions onto photos to produce the story and see tips and information about telling stories with pictures.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/presspack/skillsroom/tellingastory_photos.shtml
Media Awareness ( / ((
A huge variety of activities related to the media aimed at encouraging critical thinking skills. Categorised by themes and student age / grade.

http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/handouts
/consumerism/choosing_editing_photos.cfm (pages related to cropping photos)

Sources of photos online: 
(NB: Check copyright before downloading photos)
South China Morning Post (SCMP)
Bank of photos from SCMP publications. Registration needed (free).

http://photo.scmp.com/index.php
Royalty / copyright-free images sites:

http://www.burningwell.org
http://www.freefoto.com
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