Learning English through Popular Culture
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Reviews: TV Shows
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Learning Activity 1

Speaking

Types of shows

A
Speaking – Types of shows
	You need:
four people with pencils
To play:
Brainstorm titles of the TV shows you see below.
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Take a moment to look at the types of TV shows you can watch on TV.  

Can you think of examples (in any language) that you regularly watch?  
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B
Speaking – Scheduling viewing
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Divide into two pairs for the following task. 




Imagine you are planning a day of TV viewing 



for two people who are sick with flu and are in 



bed at home. Each person has different needs 



and interests. 
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Write down the types of programmes you would 



recommend.  After you have finished, take two



minutes to explain and justify your ideas.
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C
Discussion –  How are adults different from you?  

Preparation  You have just considered some types of TV shows that you watch, and the ones a small child and an older person might watch.  Now consider how your tastes and habits in TV watching are different from your parents or the adults around you.  Take a moment to complete the table below before you start your discussion.
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[image: image13.emf]Discussion  Use the table you have completed above to have a discussion. The discussion question is ‘How are your parents / adults around you different from you in their TV viewing habits and what are the reasons for this?’
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	            Circle the correct answer.
(1) The average person watches the equivalent of seven years / nine years of TV during their lifetime.
(2) TV viewing has been described as the most / least common human activity.

(3) The most-watched programme in Britain by 2000 was a comedy / drama.
(4) TV commercials are the most / least effective way of selling products.
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Learning Activity 2
Speaking and Listening 

Class viewing survey

A
Speaking – Preparing the survey 

(a) How much do you know about your classmates’ TV viewing habits?  Circle an answer.
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Work in groups of four.  Each team mate should choose three people in the class and ask them the following questions about their TV viewing habits. 

(b) To prepare, complete the following with wh-question words:
Example:    Which  types of TV shows do you watch most?

(1)  _____________ time of day do you watch these shows? 

(2)  _____________ decides what you watch on TV?

(3)  _____________ do you watch these programmes?

B
Speaking and Listening – Doing the survey
Your teacher will give you three survey cards so you can find out about your classmates’ viewing profiles.  Stand up and ask your classmates the questions above.  Keep careful note of the answers as you’ll need the information later.



C
Listening – Preparing for the survey feedback 

(a) Listen to the following conversation.  You will hear two people talking about the results of a similar survey they did.  They are describing the bar chart on S90.  Write the four types of TV shows mentioned next to the bar chart.
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(b)  What do the following words and phrases mean?  Match them with the sentences below.  One phrase is used twice.


	a pattern of preference

most (probably over 70%)

a large number (probably over 60%)

only a small number of people




(1)  The majority of people said that…

(2)  The people who liked (…) were in the minority.

(3)  Quite a high proportion of people said…

(4)  Only a low proportion of people said…

(5)  There seems to be a trend towards…

D
Speaking – Preparing the results of your survey
(a) Now, return to your class survey.  In your team, you should have information about several people in your class.  Use your calculator to work out the percentages of people who like different types of programmes.  

Questions to consider when preparing the results of your survey

	Data

1
What’s the most popular type of programme and why?

2
What’s the least popular type of programme and why?

3
What’s the most popular viewing time and why?

4
What’s the least popular viewing time and why?

5
How many students had balanced viewing profiles (i.e. they watch a 
mix of shows)?  How many had ‘narrow’ viewing profiles (i.e. they 
only watch one / two types of shows)?

6
How many students have control of what programmes they watch on TV and when they watch them?  If they don’t have control, who does and why?

Interpretation

7
In your opinion, do students watch TV to relax, to learn, to be 
entertained, or to waste time?  Is it a combination of these things?

8
In your opinion, do students watch the right types of programmes?  

9
In your opinion, do the students in your class have enough control 
over their viewing habits?  What makes you say this?  What would 
happen to their viewing habits if they had more or less control?

10
What types of recommendations do you think would help your class?




(b) You will do a presentation to the class of the findings in your class survey, but how will you do it?  Have a brief discussion about the following:

	Activity
	How will you 

do it?
	Who will do it? Two to three names

	1
	Create or draw and label the bar chart
	
	

	2
	Describe the data (and write it down in a script)
	
	

	3
	Interpret the data (and write it down in a script)
	
	

	4
	Make two helpful recommendations 
	
	

	5
	Present (everyone must do this but who is doing which part?)
	
	All group members



Learning Activity 3
Speaking, Listening and Writing

Watching a popular TV show

A
Speaking – Preparing to watch
Which TV show was the most frequently watched or most popular in your class?  What reasons did people give for watching this type of show?  You are going to watch this programme for homework to investigate why it is so popular in your class.  

Brainstorm  First of all, brainstorm some ideas to describe what might be so appealing about the programme.










B
Homework Assignment – Watching a TV show
Watch the TV show at home. While watching, decide if your class’s ideas were correct.  Are there any other reasons why people like the show so much? Share your ideas with your classmates in the next period.

Learning Activity 4

Reading and Vocabulary

TV reviews

A
Reading – Who’s writing?

(a)  Read the following TV reviews.  Most are written by TV programmers, but two are written by viewing members of the public.    

Can you tell which ones are which?  How do you know?

	Review
	TV
	Public

	(1)  This exciting fantasy-drama series from the writer, Bowles Chan, cleverly uses the same plot as the Matrix movies. Split between two worlds: a 3-D planet-based world, and a space-age, hyper-technical 4-D one, it has non-stop action, and stars the unstoppably handsome Kit Hipster, as a flying martial arts space-boy.  The show sets its own standard in fantasy.  Not to be missed.
	
	

	(2) A profile of father and son, Ken and Jack Lo, who complete and win awards in the same triathlon, this intriguing series follows the personal and physical challenges the men go through during the race.  A deep and cuttingly honest account of the nature of family relationships.  Get out your tissues and get ready to blub.
	
	

	(3)  If you have watched your entire DVD collection twice, have run out of anything else to do, and are really looking for ways to waste your time on purposeless living, then this utter nonsense is for you.  Watch men and women locked into a factory for a day, trying to work out how to use the shoe-making equipment – mostly with unproductive results and the most mind-numbing tedious conversation ever broadcast on TV.  Get it off the box.
	
	

	(4) Lively banter, witty quips and original commentary from this new chat show programme co-hosted by Samantha Lo and Rodney Blythe, the show sends up all and any ridiculous regional news stories of the week and makes light of the celebrity glitz scene.  A must-see relaxant to let it all go after a hard working week.
	
	

	(5)  Cherry Yeung keeps us up-to-date by taking a rare and intelligently critical look at the Hong Kong, Beijing and Shanghai arts, movie, comedy and drama scenes.  Be ready for high-brow critique, post-colonial commentary and popular culture commentary in this fascinating and illuminating series.
	
	

	(6) Even though this programme is overly sentimental and indulgent (it’s full of people with bad-luck stories), the aim seems to be to show people facing their problems and finding practical, step-by-step ways of overcoming them.  It’s supposed to be a documentary, but it’s easy to tell that some parts are dramatised to keep viewers watching.  Overall though, it’s a pretty good show.
	
	


(b)  Can you match the titles to the shows in Part (a) above?  Some are already done, and one title is extra.

(a)   Factory Challenge

_____

(b)  Smart Arts China

_____
(c)   Heartbreakers


_____

(d)  Family Feats


   2    
(e)  Lumaria 9


_____

(f)  Cue the Lights

   4

(g)  Finding your Feet

   6
(c)  Tell your partner which shows you would / wouldn’t watch and why.


B
Vocabulary – Positive and negative language 

Look at the TV reviews from Part A again. Use a coloured highlighter pen or simply underline the words that show that the review is a more positive or negative one. The first text has been done as an example for you. 


C
Vocabulary – Word class
Using the example above, what types of words and phrases are used to express positive or negative judgements about programmes?  

Circle the correct word or phrase.

	(a) This exciting fantasy-drama


	adjective   /   adverb

	(b) It cleverly uses the same plot


	adjective   /   adverb



	(c) the unstoppably handsome Kit Hipster


	adjective + noun /
adverb + adjective

	(d) The show sets its own standard in fantasy
	verb phrase / adverbial phrase

	(e) Not to be missed

	active voice / 

passive voice


D
Vocabulary – Formal or informal*   

Now listen to the following phrases read out by your teacher or your partner, and decide if you think they are more or less formal and more positive or more negative.  Be careful: there may not be examples for every category!

	
	Formal phrases
	Informal phrases



	Positive



	
	

	Negative



	
	




   Learning Activity 5



   Writing



   Writing a TV review

A
Preparing to write – Brainstorming and organising
(a) Choose a show   Which TV show are you very familiar with? This can be the one that you watched for the homework assignment at an earlier point.

(b) Describe and evaluate   You’re going to write a review for your own blog page about this show. First, decide some descriptive phrases you would use to describe the type of show and some evaluative phrases (positive / negative). 



(c) Organisation  Think about the organisation of a review. In what order would you cover these areas?  (There is no single correct order.)

	The title of the show
	How well or badly it has been directed /

produced
	Reasons why you should or shouldn’t watch this show
	Who stars in it and how well they act / how good they look


	The type of show


(d) Practice  Before you start drafting your own review, see if you can complete and analyse the two practice texts on S97.

	Words to use to complete Review A 

funniest 

hilarious

laugh-a-minute



original

typical




	Review A

Apple Pies is the (1 funniest) comedy series you’ll see on TV.  The plot is realistic and (2             ) and makes the best use of the variety of (3               ) characters that you might meet in any high school yard.  Not only is it a (4                        ) show, but it will get you thinking about your own interpersonal problems and possible solutions to them.  Starring the (5                   ) Kat Yau and Jade To, it offers the best laugh on TV.



	Words to use to complete Review B
thought-provoking


deals with



quick-paced but deep

skilful


made-for-TV

	Review B 

If you like dramas, then you’ll love Crack of Dawn, a new (6                        ) series from the gifted director Bluey Au-Yeung.  Set in the New Territories, the drama (7                   ) two generations of the So family and the ways they have learnt to cope with a changing Hong Kong.  

(8                                                ) at the same time, the series stars the 

(9                    ) Ho brothers (graduates of the prestigious APA in Wan Chai).  Never a dull moment in this heated and (10                                ) series.




Analysis   

Answer the following questions.  If you answer ‘false’, say what the real sentence should be.

	Review A  Review A  Review A  Review A  Review A  Review A


(1)  Review A starts with a positive comment.

True   /  False
(2)  It continues with a description of plot and character.
True   /  False
(3)  The next sentence says what time the show is on.
True   /  False
(4)  It finishes with a two-part sentence which tells us 

who the actors are and also makes a positive 

comment.






True   /  False
	Review B  Review B  Review B  Review B  Review B  Review B


(5)  Review B starts by addressing the reader.

True   /  False
(6)  It tells us who the actors are at the beginning.

True   /  False
(7)  In the second sentence, it describes the 

main content of the series.




True   /  False
(8)  It doesn’t use any evaluative language.


True   /  False


B
Writing – Drafting your review
Use the box below to write your first draft of the TV show review you have chosen to do.   Remember that your review will be a mix of:

(a) naming – programme, type of programme, actors / actresses (and director) 

(b) describing – the type and / or content of the programme

(c) evaluating – the story / plot and how entertaining it is.


	











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Percentage of respondents













































































































































































The television can be referred to as ‘the TV’, ‘the telly’ (British), ‘the goggle box’, ‘the box’, etc.











TV Viewing Habits
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�





TV Shows





game / quiz shows





cartoons / anime





news / 


documentaries





soap operas





reality shows / celebrity news





educational programmes





sports programmes





thrillers / dramas





arts chatshows





sitcoms





I’ve noticed 


that …





It might be because …





I think …





I don’t think that …








Person A: A six-year-old boy who likes stories and learning about animals





Person B: An elderly woman who is intelligent and has a good sense of humour





�








Which types of TV shows do you watch most?





Well, I tend to watch a lot of sport...





I watch loads of documentaries.





Er, I vary between watching the chat shows and cartoons...





1 _______________





2 _______________





3 _______________





4 _______________














�





This programme is designed to entertain / shock / revolt / inform / educate / thrill / excite / make you feel …





The reason why the programme remains so popular is that …





What’s the main content of the programme & why is this interesting?








The secret to a 


TV show’s success





The characters are… / The host is…


(Describe her / his personality)





It’s divided into (…) sections.  


They are about (… minutes) long.


(Describe the parts)


Why might they appeal to an audience?





                                                                                                                                          


















































                                                           















































                                            


                                                                                                                                           





�





(1)  This (a) exciting fantasy-drama series from the writer, Bowles Chan, (b) cleverly uses the same plot as the Matrix movies. Split between two worlds: a 3-D planet-based world, and a space-age, hyper-technical 4-D one, it has non-stop action, and stars the 


(c) unstoppably handsome Kit Hipster, as a flying martial arts space-boy.  The show (d) sets its own standard in fantasy.  


(e) Not to be missed.
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