Learning English through Short Stories




A Reflective Dialogue Journal

Teacher’s Notes
It is recommended that the journal form an integral part of this module. The module journal is based on the principles of reflection (that is, students are asked to reflect on previous learning experiences) and dialogue (in that what is written is given over to the teacher and selected classmates for comment and response).

The dialogue within the journal can be done between the teacher and individual students or it can be extended to include a study group of students in pairs or groups of four maximum. 

Allowing students to decide who reads their journal strengthens the sense of ownership. The teacher always has access. Allow students to decide individually after the first lesson.

Points to note:

1.
We can ensure that the students recognise the journal’s relevance to the development of the module by:

a) Giving the first two lessons of the module over to an introduction to the use of a journal in the classroom.

b) Within these lessons ensuring the students are familiar with the benefits of journal keeping and its relevance to their studies and development as language learners.
c) Ensuring that dialogue through the journal forms a consistent part of the module.

2. 
Here are some of the benefits of keeping a journal:

a) A reflective dialogue journal is an essential tool in a student-centred approach to learning in that it ensures a constant dialogue between the journal keeper and the teacher.  
b) The journal is the property of the student and can only be read by the teacher and whomsoever the student nominates. This sense of ownership creates confidence in the student’s perspective on their own learning experiences. 
c) The journal gives the student experience of writing fluency in that the aim is not writing accuracy but reflection on their writing experiences. 

d) Students write more and write more often.
e) Students develop a sense of audience in their writing.

f) Students become aware of their learning needs and what impedes communication by attempting to express themselves though dialogue.

3. 
The following are some of the constraints arising from the introduction of a journal into the classroom:

a) 
Time and large class sizes are what probably worries teachers, but proper management and planning can help to overcome these problems. Examples of an efficiently managed journal would be:

i) Arrange to see each student’s journal about two or three times over the module. 

ii) The emphasis is on students building their responses and reflecting on their learning, not correction.

iii) Limit your comments to short phrases or asking questions such as “that sounds interesting” and “I’m not sure what you mean here.”
Catering for Learner Diversity
b) Learner diversity may be a problem in that some students may feel isolated by the inability to express themselves. The following approaches will help:

i)  
From the beginning stress that they should communicate what they feel in the journal in any manner they wish, which includes drawing a picture or expression of ideas in point form.

ii) 
When responding to pictures restate what you think they mean. This should encourage a written response. 

iii)
From the beginning stress that while images are acceptable there should always be progression though the stages from pictures to words to short sentences.
Learning Activity 1
Thinking about your learning

Give students the handout. Tell students to discuss their previous English lessons with a classmate and to share which lesson(s) they liked the most and which they liked the least.

As this is a reflective journal, this exercise asks the students to reflect on a previous learning experience and what they felt about it. If necessary, elicit particular lessons that they felt strongly about. 
A reflective journal is easier for the students to handle if they have guidance as to what elements of a lesson they could pass judgement on. Brainstorm some questions that will assist them with the task. 
Principally, these questions should be their own but what is being looked for are general headings. For example:


“What did I learn?”
“What was difficult about the lesson?”
“What was easy in the lesson?”
“Did I like it?”
“Did I understand everything?”
“What was enjoyable about the lesson?”
“What would have made the lesson easier for me to understand?”
“My biggest problem in the lesson was …”
“What did I want to know more about?”
Students work in groups to come up with questions. There is space for eight questions on the students’ worksheet. However, the number of questions is only for indicative purposes. Students should aim to write down questions that are meaningful and will help them reflect on their learning. 

Learning Activity 2 


Writing about your learning

Students find a partner, and discuss and choose which questions they will use for the lessons throughout the short stories module. Then they work individually to answer the questions about their chosen lessons.

Page S2 gives space for six questions but allows students to choose up to eight if they want to. 
This is an extensive writing activity and students should complete it to their own abilities. The emphasis is on reflection and expression of thoughts and feelings so students should not worry too much about spelling or grammar. The contents of this page are private and only the student who writes the answers can decide who sees it.
Learning Activity 3 


Responding to your partner 
Students exchange their completed reflection on their chosen lesson with their partner. They read their partner’s reflection and write some responses. Tell the students to offer some suggestions for one of the situations, two if possible.
The dialogue activity is a more demanding task than the previous writing exercise. Accept what can be delivered at this stage. 
*Before you start teaching any of the stories for the module, encourage students to keep a reflective dialogue journal so that they can think and write about their own learning. For a sense of ownership, you may ask students to keep their own notebook, which you may collect to give feedback and encouragement from time to time if you wish.

































































































































Focus:	Use of a Reflective Dialogue Journal


in the Classroom








Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


understand the use of a reflective dialogue journal


reflect on their experiences in the classroom in a journal


write their experiences in a journal





Time Needed





1 hour 20 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students discuss the concepts of a reflective dialogue journal


They form questions to be used in the journal


They take part in activities that raise awareness towards the concept of writing fluency


They write a response to the lesson in the journal





Materials Required





Handouts for Learning Activities 1-3
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