Learning English through Short Stories

If I Were A Gentle Wind
by Brad Philips



‘If I Were a Gentle Wind’ by Brad Philips
Teacher’s Notes
Introduction:
‘If I Were a Gentle Wind’ could prove to be a nice opener for the module. It gives a good insight into a more simple straightforward approach to writing from a first person point of view. At its lowest focus it is just a nice piece of imagination, and probably differs little from a basic reading comprehension. There is no problem with this approach as it is hoped that the students can recognise that a short story can take a very basic form.

What makes this different from a basic reading comprehension is the last three sentences. After these sentences are read, the story becomes a very effective piece of creative writing and should, when the students are capable of unearthing the meaning here, be exploited as such.

Focus:
An introduction to the basic approach to story writing through the first person narrative
Learning Activity 1

Part A

This part is for vocabulary preparation. As the approach adopted is one where the students may have a very basic knowledge, the basic vocabulary here can be exploited as a pre-reading task. To achieve this, do not give students the story until they have done this activity.
Ask the students to work in groups and think of any words they know that could fit under the four headings. Give them an opportunity to come up with whatever they want. 

Ask them to place the eight words that are found in the text under the four headings.
Answers:

Land – plains, mountains

Water – lakes
Animals/Birds – sparrows, eagle, loons

Plants – forest, meadows

Part B

Ask students to answer the questions predicting the setting and characters. It is not necessary to give them this terminology. Just use “Where” and “Who”. You could choose to give them the terminology if you feel that it would not hinder the exercise.  

Part C

Ask the students to read silently and, while reading, to look for the words that they have written in the table for Learning Activity 1A and write them down in the box in the order that they appear.
The words in the story that are given in Learning Activity 1A appear in the order below. Students may include other words they have come up with, e.g. trees.
	1. sparrow
	
	3. plains
	
	5. forest
	
	7. meadows

	2. lake
	
	4. mountains
	
	6. loons
	
	8. eagle


Part D

After reading, ask students to think about their predictions and what they now know about the story.
Part E

The questions are generated to ask the students to reflect on their reading at a very basic level.
Learning Activity 2
Part A 

‘If I Were a Gentle Wind’ is a piece of writing which the writer sees himself as a teenager who is moving on to being a man but is hindered by other people’s notions of him as still a child. It is probably aimed at his parents, elder siblings, teachers and anybody else who maybe doesn’t understand him.

The last three sentences of the story are crucial to seeing this as a work of fiction and not a simple composition about nature.

In this activity the questions are designed to focus the students on this part of the story, which is in essence the conflict around which the story revolves. 
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, you may personalise the questions to help them to come up with their personal response.
For more advanced students, they can be encouraged to involve the element of conflict as they create their own story in Learning Activity 3.

Part B 

Listening is a different experience from reading, not just a different skill practice. Storytelling forms a useful element to the module and the opportunity to tell a story and respond after listening will be exploited.

Part C
Ask students to choose one of the places or things they met in the story as their focus, or they can use one from the vocabulary box at the beginning of the lessons.  

Tell the students to brainstorm with their partner different adjectives to explain how they feel. Write their chosen place or thing at the top and the adjectives below.
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, Part C can be omitted entirely if it is deemed unsuitable. It is, however, a very useful addition to the module and should be used when possible. Students can be given a short list of places or things, e.g. eagle, tiger and forest, and provided with starters such as “If I were a…I would be (adjective) because…” to help them to express their ideas.
For more advanced students, give them the tasks individually but where necessary they should work with a partner.
Learning Activity 3
Part A

In class, students write the story in 100-150 words. 
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, ask them to write in fewer words, or simply write an outline of the story.

Part B

Students read the completed story in a group as the first step in the editing process. 
Part C

Tell the students to complete the story at home and add images or drawings that will help to make their work more interesting. The stories can be decorated and hung on the classroom walls if deemed appropriate.
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, remind them to check the tenses used in their writing and to add some adjectives/adverbs where appropriate.

For more advanced students, ask them to complete Learning Activity 4 before attempting Part C so that they can edit their stories while taking into consideration the feedback from their partner.

Learning Activity 4

Part A

Guide students to write down their feelings about their partner’s story.

Part B

Ask students to identify grammar or spelling mistakes in their partner’s story and suggest ways to make improvement.
As an alternative to this learning activity, students can be asked to complete the Feedback Form on Story Writing on page T59 to give their partner some feedback on their story.
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, omit Part B of the activity. They will just focus on the content of the story.
For more advanced students, ask them to complete both parts of Learning Activity 4 before attempting Part C of Learning Activity 3 so that they can edit their stories while taking into consideration the feedback from their partner.










Focus: Introduction to the First Person Narrative & Theme, Setting and Character





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


recognise and use the first person narrative


gain awareness of the concepts of theme, setting and character


use descriptive adjectives of feelings





Time Needed





3 hours 20 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students take part in vocabulary activities


They write a first person narrative


They write a review of a classmate’s story (optional)





Materials Required





Story ‘If I Were a Gentle Wind’


Handouts for Learning Activities 1-4
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