Learning English through Short Stories


Exhibition of Chinese Jade
by Edward Kai Chiu

[image: image1.jpg]



	Please refer to the print version of this package for the story. Alternatively, the story can be accessed at http://www.merlynspen.org/read/library.php




Please refer to the print version of this package for the story. Alternatively, the story can be accessed at http://www.merlynspen.org/read/library.php

Exhibition of Chinese Jade
by Edward Kai Chiu

Learning Activity 1

Read the story once and try to work out the meanings of the words in the box by studying the contextual clues in the story. Then fill out the blanks in the sentences below.
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1. His ____________________ was known by all because of his regular giving of his time and money to those who were in need of his help.

2. Everyone could tell that she was very old by her ____________________ skin. It was obvious she had spent too much time in the sun when she was young.

3. Business in the market was good as all the children were buying ____________________ of their favourite comic book characters.

4. As soon as he saw her, he was ____________________ by her dark beauty.

5. When he saw the diamond _____________________ hanging around her neck he was ____________________ by its sparkling light.

6. People came from far and near to seek his advice as they knew he was a _____________ man.

7. He would never give away or sell his father’s ring as he ____________________ it with all his heart.

8. Her long dark hair and her sparkling eyes were a ____________________ from her mother.

9. Her boyfriend gave her a ____________________ gold watch for Christmas.

Learning Activity 2

Paragraph 1

1.  Read paragraph 1. While you are reading, write down the two adjectives that the writer uses to describe jade in the story. 

_______________________________________________________________________

2.  Write one or two sentences on what the writer feels about jade in the space below and show your partner.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Learning Activity 3

Paragraph 2

In paragraph 2, the writer uses three more adjectives to describe the stone. He also uses nouns. Can you find them? Write them below. An example for each has been given to you.

	adjective
	noun

	
	

	warm
	courage

	
	

	
	


Note that these are nouns that we would normally use to describe a person. Why do you think these are nouns used to describe jade in the paragraph?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 4

Read the story to the end. Work in pairs or groups to answer the questions below.

1. Do you think the writer is talking about jade or something else, i.e. something more important than a piece of stone? Discuss.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2.
At the end of the first paragraph the writer says:

“Somehow this stone had enchanted me, even more than the little plastic figurines that were the rage for boys my age. In a sense, it represented a connection with my culture that I had not yet understood growing up in America.”

Now put yourself in the place of the boy in the story and imagine how you would feel if you were far from a home that you may never have seen but which had always been in your heart. How would you feel if you were looking at a piece of jade and also how would you feel if you had found your yu?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3.
If you were now living in another country, what parts of your life in Hong Kong would you miss and often think about? Talk about your favourite things, people and places. What would remind you of home? 

Here are some questions that can help you to imagine this thing or place:
a. Is it a place or a thing, something you can touch? Does it have a name?  



_____________________________________________________________________ 

b. What is your earliest memory of it? How old were you when you first saw it?  



_____________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________ 

c. Think about this thing or place. In the picture in your mind, is there another person or something else there?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

d. Is the picture in your mind a happy or sad picture? Is the sun shining or is it raining? Are you outside or are you inside?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

e. Now write down some adjectives that you would use to describe your memory to someone who didn’t know what it meant to you.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

f. How does the object that you described remind you of Hong Kong? If it could speak to you, what would it say about home? Write below what your piece of Hong Kong would say to you when it speaks to you.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

g. Now write below a description of your memory. Think about all the questions you answered above.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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