  Learning English through Short Stories


Jorinda and Jorindel
by the Brothers Grimm


‘Jorinda and Jorindel’
by the Brothers Grimm

Teacher’s Notes

Introduction:

This is a revision unit, which adopts a slightly different approach from that of the other units to provide students with further opportunities to examine plot, character, setting and theme. The different ways of opening and closing a story will also be considered. While most of the previous units asked students to read the story in chunks (as a means of involving them in the developing process of a text), here students are encouraged to read Jorinda and Jorindel from start to finish in a holistic manner, before they are asked to attempt the activities. 

The materials in this unit are divided into three parts: pre-reading, while-reading and post-reading, with each providing activities for choice. Teachers might like to select what they deem appropriate, depending on students’ needs and interests.
While students may have already read one of the stories ‘Old Sultan’ by the Grimm Brothers, you may ask them to read other Grimm’s tales which can be found in the following sites: 
· http://www.grimmfairytales.com/en/bio 
A website useful for all aspects of the writers’ work and life.

· http://www.apple.com/trailers/miramax/the_brothers_grimm/trailer/ 
A trailer of the Hollywood production of the life story of the Brothers Grimm. Particularly useful for setting the scene for Jorinda and Jorindel as the trailer tends to be quite dark and mystical.

If possible, the DVD of the film, ‘The Brothers Grimm’, could be used as a precursor to the story.
Below are other questions which could be followed or adapted:

a) If you lived in the same time as the Brothers Grimm, do you think you would have liked them? Why? Why not?

b) Which of the following stories do you think were not written by the Grimm Brothers?
· Cinderella (Grimm Brothers)

· Cowherd and Weaving Girl (Chinese fable)

· Snow-white (Grimm Brothers)

· The Fox and the Cat (Grimm Brothers)

· The Little Mermaid (Hans Christian Andersen)

· Hansel and Gretel (Grimm Brothers)

· The Golden Goose (Grimm Brothers)

Learning Activity 1

Pre-reading

A teacher-led class discussion on the work of the Brothers Grimm related to the homework would help to set the scene for the story.
Before the students start to read the story, ask them to number the paragraphs in the story for easy reference. Have them work on the activities in the handout to prepare them for the reading. For the vocabulary activity, students should complete and check their answers with their neighbours. 
Answers for Question 2:

d) setting the scene of the story

e) Other ways of opening a story may include starting with the end of the story and working backwards, giving the reader a shock, the writer describing his/her own thoughts or situation, or just putting down one catchy word, e.g. “Help!”.

Answers for Question 3:

a) maiden

b) gloomy

c) trembled

d) cage

e) mournful

f) chamber

g) meagre

h) shepherd

i) wept

j) disenchanted

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, you may ask them to work in groups for the vocabulary activity instead of working on their own.
Learning Activity 2

While-reading

This activity helps students to understand the plot, explore the characters, setting and theme. If possible, arrange students into groups so that they can work out the answers together.

Answers for Part A 

Question 1:

	Statement
	T/F
	Remarks

	The fairy lives in a castle, and has the power to change pretty girls into birds.
	T
	

	Jorinda is a shepherd and Jorindel is a pretty girl.
	F
	Jorindel a shepherd and Jorinda a pretty girl

	Jorinda and Jorindel take care not to go near the fairy’s castle.
	T
	

	Jorinda and Jorindel are lost in the wood.
	T
	

	Jorinda turns into an owl.
	F
	Jorinda turns into a nightingale

	Jorindel turns into a stone.
	F
	Jorindel is unable to speak or move because of the fairy’s magic

	The fairy takes the nightingale away.
	T
	


Question 2:

(a) It is strange because it is where he has the dream about the magical purple flower and where he finds it.
(b) It has the capability of destroying the fairy’s magical power.

Catering for Learner Diversity
To stretch more advanced students based on Question 2(b), consider asking the following questions on symbolism in the story:

1. What is the flower in the story a symbol of? (a symbol of hope/courage/faith/    restoration of order)

2. If symbolism was not used in the story, do you think the story would be less or more  

    interesting? (students’ own answer)

Please refer to the unit “Symbolism” on pages S59-S62 of the student’s handouts for more examples on the literary device.

(c) It takes him nine days.

(d) She is the bird in the cage which the fairy has taken down and carried with her as she runs away.

(e) Jorindel sets free Jorinda as well as the other maidens whom the fairy has turned into nightingales.

Answers for Part B

The Fairy:

	All day long she flew about in the form of an owl, or crept about the country like a cat; but at night she always became an old woman again. (para. 1)
	capable of changing shapes; powerful

	…but when any pretty maiden came within that space she was changed into a bird, and the fairy put her into a cage… (para. 1)
	jealous of pretty girls; cruel

	…the old fairy came forth pale and meagre, with staring eyes, and a nose and chin that almost met one another. (para. 5)
	ugly



	But she laughed at him (Jorindel), and said he should never see her again… (para. 7)
	enjoy seeing others suffer; evil

	…the fairy had taken down one of the cages, and was making the best of her way off through the door. (para. 11)
	angry and unforgiving, wilful


Jorindel:
1. See example provided in the student activity sheet

2. Helpless; there is nothing he can do

3. A determined and optimistic person; he doesn’t lose hope or give up despite failure

4. Brave and considerate; not only does he dare re-visit the dangerous castle, he also frees Jorinda and the other victims

Or, any acceptable answer

Jorinda:

Sympathetic – because Jorinda is pretty, innocent and does no harm to anybody; yet she falls victim to the fairy’s magic spell, is turned into a nightingale and for a while seems never able to see Jorindel again

Or, any acceptable answer

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, ask them to focus on one of the characters, e.g. the fairy, for character analysis. Further, they can be asked to work only on the descriptions in boxes 1, 3 and 5. Alternatively, provide them with a few adjectives (e.g. ugly, powerful, evil) and ask them which best describes the fairy, using examples from the story to justify their choice.
Answers for Part C

1.
Sun – fast setting

Castle – old walls
Song of the Nightingale – mournful
The owl – fiery eyes, screaming “Tu whu”
2. 
The dim and gloomy environment, as suggested by the setting of the sun and the castle’s old walls, sets the context for the meeting between the lovers and the fairy. The owl’s fiery eyes and unpleasant voice (“Tu whu”) add to the danger of the encounter. The melancholic mood of the scene is brought about by Jorinda’s mournful tunes after she is turned into a nightingale.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, instead of completing Part C of this activity, they can be asked to choose a scene in the story and draw a picture of it. Encourage them to refer to the story for details about the setting as they draw. Encourage them to try writing a few adjectives or descriptive phrases to help them to explain their drawing to their partner. Also, encourage them to share their views on each other’s work.

Answers for Part D

He does so because he wants to save Jorinda. He refuses to give up and is not afraid of danger. This is a story about hope and steadfast love.

Answers for Part E

Yes, the story ends with a success, as Jorinda succeeds in finding Jorinda and setting her free.

Learning Activity 3

Post-reading

This writing activity aims to stretch students’ imagination and encourage their creativity. You may revise with students the different ways of opening and closing a story before they work on the tasks. 
Catering for Learner Diversity
For writing a different opening, less advanced students can be asked to work in groups and share with the rest of the class what they have come up with. They can also vote for the most interesting opening in the class. For writing an alternative ending, they can take part in a class discussion on the options given and share their views on how the options will affect the ending of the story before they start to write. 
















Focus: Revision on Plot, Character, 


Setting and Theme





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


identify and understand the plot, character, setting and theme of a story


write a different opening for a story


write an alternative ending to a story





Time Needed





4 hours 40 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students conduct an Internet search to know more about the Brothers Grimm


They discuss and make predictions about the story


They take part in activities that enable them to understand the plot, explore character, setting and theme, and consider how the writer opens and ends the story


They write an alternative opening and ending to the story





Materials Required





Story ‘Jorinda and Jorindel’


Handouts for Learning Activities 1-3
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