Learning English through Short Stories



Metaphor and Simile
Teacher’s Notes
Introduction:

It is suggested that this worksheet on similes and metaphors be introduced before the start of the story writing activity on pages S73-S85 of the student’s handouts or after the first draft of the story writing activity is completed. With guidance at that stage the students may be able to insert metaphors and/or similes into the next draft of the story writing activity.

The concept of simile and metaphor is compared with their understanding of comparative adjectives.  

Examples are given of how similes are used (i.e. examples “A” and “B”), and how we construct metaphors (i.e. examples “C” and “D”). Example “D” gives an example of a cultural English metaphor and is used to show that we can understand “English” metaphors by looking at the context.

Answers for Learning Activity:
1. …is the apple…
a) -- Metaphor 
2. …has a heart of stone…
c) -- Metaphor 
3. …as proud as a peacock…
c) -- Simile
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, underline the key phrases for them and ask them to identify whether it is a simile or a metaphor and choose the correct meaning.

For more advanced students, ask them to underline the part of the sentence which is the simile or metaphor and write “S” or “M” in the bracket. Encourage them to come up with the meaning themselves instead of providing them with options. They can also be asked to think of other examples of similes and metaphors.
























Focus: Metaphor and Simile 





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


understand the use of metaphor in a story


understand the use of simile in a story





Time Needed





40 minutes





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students take part in a teacher-led discussion on the concepts of metaphor and simile


They work on multiple choice questions on the use of metaphor and simile





Materials Required





Handout for Learning Activity
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