Learning English through Short Stories


The Art of Storytelling

Today you are going to start an activity that will allow you to read a story of your choice, recognise those elements of a story that you have looked at and then prepare to retell your story to the rest of the class.

Before you tell a story you need to find one that you like, that you are interested in and one that you think will interest the rest of the class. This idea of having an audience is a very important consideration when making your choice, so think carefully when you look for a story.

There are different resources you can use when looking for a story. You can try these:

· Search the Internet using the sites that your teacher will recommend.

· Use your own resources; maybe you know a story that would prove to be useful. For the purpose of this project, you can use any resource.

· And, of course, make one up among your group. If you feel that you could attempt to write your own story in your group then go ahead.  

There are not many rules you need to think about for this activity except make it interesting for others as well as enjoyable for yourself.

Here are a few “do’s” to be getting on with:

· Do enjoy yourself.

· Do use any visual aids you think would help – PowerPoint, photographs, or anything that will help to make your story interesting.

· Do work as a team, helping each other, sharing tasks.

· Do go to your teacher when you have a question. 

Learning Activity 1

A. Find a group and look at the short stories you have gathered. Decide which one is the most interesting to tell. Before doing that, think about what makes an interesting story.

 What is the title of the story chosen within your group? ___________________________

B. The first thing you should look for when choosing a story is the theme as it will influence the way you tell the story. For instance, a comic romantic story should be told in a light-hearted way. Similarly, some excitement should be built into the process when telling a story about the adventures of a young man travelling in a foreign land. 
A general theme (e.g. growing up) can cover different areas or topics (e.g. childhood, relationship with parents, friendship). Look at the specific topics in the box below. Can you group them under the themes in the table?
Broken Heart  Childhood  Strange Food  Famous People  Heroes  Dreams  Time Travel

	Themes:
	Travel
	Growing Up
	Adventure
	Romance
	History

	Specific topics:
	Lost and Alone in a New Culture
	
	
	Jealousy
	

	
	
	Parents
	Fantasy
	
	Legends

	
	Journey


	Friendship
	
	First Love
	


C.
In your group, think about the theme for your story and fill in the story outline below.

Story Outline

	Name of your story
	

	Name of writer
	

	Theme

	Give a brief introduction to the theme of your story. Write or draw what your story is about.


	Characters
	Who appears in your story? You can write about them or draw pictures and write their names beside them.

Main characters:

Other characters:




Learning Activity 2

The things that happen in a short story, which build up from the beginning to the end, are called the plot. Below is a list of the events in a story that you have read, ‘Old Sultan’. They are mixed up and put in the wrong order. Can you number the events according to the order they appear in the story?

	9
	The boar and the wolf run away when they see the cat with three legs.

	
	The wolf wants to steal a sheep.

	
	Old Sultan and the wolf become friends again.

	2
	Old Sultan hears the shepherd’s plans. 

	
	Old Sultan tells the wolf what the shepherd plans to do.

	
	The shepherd decides to shoot old Sultan.

	7
	The wolf challenges old Sultan to a fight.

	
	Old Sultan is told he can live with the shepherd and his wife forever.

	
	Old Sultan asks the cat with three legs to help him to fight the wolf.

	
	Old Sultan rescues the child.
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Learning Activity 3

A. 
You should now have a better understanding of the theme and the characters of your story, but before you can tell your story, you will also need to know the plot well. Now complete a plot table listing the sequence of events in your story. Start from the beginning of the story and go through to the end.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


B.
Write a concise version of your chosen story in 100-150 words by connecting the events that you have outlined in Part A. Try adding dialogue or some more description of the characters to enrich the story. 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Learning Activity 4

A story, if told in an effective way, will become more lively and interesting. On the contrary, an ill-presented story will make the audience lose interest.
A.
You are going to tell your classmates your group story. Read the tips below and practise reading the fable ‘The Fox and the Crow’ with your partner. 
· Read the story aloud a few times and make sure you are using words that your classmates are familiar with. Make changes to your story if necessary.

· Think about the atmosphere that you would like to create for your story.

· Picture the story and its characters and setting in your mind. 

· Get right into the story when you start. 

· As you read, make sure you project your voice and emphasise the adjectives or verbs to make them stand out.

· Look at your audience in the eye and tell your story as if you were telling a secret that only you knew.

· Read with enthusiasm and sincerity but do not exaggerate. 

· Use your voice as well as hand and face gestures to help express how you feel.
· You can also vary the volume and speed at which you speak to show the change in action or mood.

· When you have finished telling the story, do not say anything like ‘this is the end of my story’. Show it simply by slightly changing your tone, speed, expression, etc.
The Fox and the Crow

	     A Fox once saw a Crow fly off with a piece of cheese in its beak and settle on a branch of a tree. 
     "That's for me, as I am a Fox," said Master Reynard, and he walked up to the foot of the tree. 
     "Good day, Mistress Crow," he cried. "How well you are looking today: how glossy your feathers; how bright your eye. I feel sure your voice must surpass that of other birds, just as your figure does; let me hear but one song from you that I may greet you as the Queen of Birds." 
     The Crow lifted up her head and began to caw her best, but the moment she opened her mouth the piece of cheese fell to the ground, only to be snapped up by Master Fox. 
     "That will do," said he. "That was all I wanted. In exchange for your cheese I will give you a piece of advice for the future: Do not trust flatterers.”
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B.
Now tell the class the story that your group has chosen and rewritten. Divide the roles of the narrator and characters among group members and rehearse. While the other groups present, fill out the Feedback Form on Storytelling given by your teacher.
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