Learning English through Short Stories



Writing a Short Story

Teacher’s Notes

Catering for Learner Diversity
This module adopts a comprehensive approach to writing the story by leading students to brainstorm ideas for the setting, atmosphere and characters before they work on the plot. Allow flexibility for students to make changes to any of these as they write. 
Teachers should also note that not every step should be followed with the same precision. For instance, you may ask your students to work on the plot first before they look into the details of the story, i.e. setting, atmosphere and characters. 
The writing activity should be approached in the light of the student’s ability. Where and when necessary, skip over or skim through some of the steps. With more advanced students allow them to pursue the learning outcome at their own chosen speed with minimal guidance. 

For less advanced students, consider arranging them to write the story in groups so that they can support each other and have more ideas and vocabulary for writing. Have groups comment on each other’s writing.
Learning Activity 1

The Setting
Form students into groups of four and give out a set of the Setting Flash Cards on page T57 to each group. Students take turns to describe the setting on the cards using adjectives.

Go over the “Points to Remember” with the students. 

The activity is designed to help students to use descriptive adjectives. Students in their groups complete the two exercises. Check students’ answers. Ensure the correct word form is used.

Learning Activity 2

The Atmosphere
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, this exercise on atmosphere may prove to be too difficult a concept and could be omitted.

The idea of atmosphere is how the story will “feel” to the reader. By using particular words, the story can create a picture in the reader’s mind of what the story is about. The activity is designed to get students to think about using individual words to create atmosphere.

Tell the students to rewrite their sentences from the previous activity on setting by using some of the words that they have identified as “mysterious” and “exciting”.  

Learning Activity 3

The Setting and Atmosphere
Remind students that they are in control of everything here and they can place their setting anywhere and anytime they choose.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, suggest some possible settings for students to start off with, e.g. a classroom/a friend’s place/a party, last summer holiday/when five years old/two weeks ago. Then ask them to come up with other ideas and encourage creativity. Question C on building atmosphere for the story can also be omitted if students have not learnt the concept of “atmosphere” in Learning Activity 2.

Learning Activity 4

The Characters

Give out a set or some of the Character Flash Cards on page T58 to each group and tell the students to lay them flat out on their desk. When choosing the characters, the students can also build a picture of their lives; where and when they lived, for example.

Remind the students that they should have a maximum of four characters in their story. When the students have made their choice, ask them to build their characters by completing the table. Make sure that students can distinguish main and minor characters. Remind the students that what they are creating is a picture in their minds about who their characters are and that not all the information that they include in the table has to go into their story.
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, have them focus on two or three characters. Provide them with suggestions such as (1) the personality of the characters may differ, which contributes to conflict or (2) they may recreate characters from stories, tales or movies they know.

Learning Activity 5

The Plot

Guide students through the steps for completing the plot planner. Remind them to make use of the setting, atmosphere and characters that they have developed in previous activities for the plot planner. Revise with students the concepts of “conflict” and “climax” if necessary.
Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, consider asking them to find a familiar fairy tale involving four characters and adapting it based on their imagination. Some popular fairy tales can be found at: http://www.fairy-tales.org.uk/. Alternatively, they may consider adapting the plot of a story/movie/TV drama they are familiar with.
Learning Activity 6

Writing the story

Remind students to bring their plot planner for this lesson. Tell students the number of words that you expect them to write, and ask them to invite their partner for some comments on their story. Go over the peer feedback form with students to make sure they know how to complete it.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students who are creating a group story, have them invite another group to give comments on their story. They should also be encouraged to use dialogue, which will probably make writing easier.
For more advanced students, encourage them to include dialogue in their story to make it more interesting. If you would like them to perform the story in Learning Activity 7, make sure they have a good balance of narration and dialogue in their story. Alternatively, you might like to ask students to refine their work before doing the activity. 

Learning Activity 7 (optional)

Performing the story – Reader’s Theatre
This activity is designed for more advanced students who have developed dialogue in their story.

Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students, as a replacement for this activity, you may simply ask students to read out their story in groups. Assign them different roles according to the narration and dialogue between characters in the story.
The idea of a Reader’s Theatre is presented to the students in a list format that highlights what it is and what it is not. Go through this list with the students. Emphasise that the most important focus of a Reader’s Theatre is the text, and that it is an opportunity to bring their story to life.

Arrange students into groups. Have students choose one story to work on and ensure they have a good balance of narration and dialogue for the performance. Depending on the number of characters, there can be more than one narrator, or a student can play more than one role. If they are taking more than one part, they can show that they are a different character by moving to another part of their reading space; sitting down or standing up to show that they are reading a different part; or taking off or putting on a piece of clothing, a hat for example. Guide students to complete their movement plans and think about any facial expressions or mimes they will use. Two movement plans have been provided in the student’s handout for use but extra copies may have to be made as needed, or you may simply ask students to draw their own.
Encourage rehearsal out of class time but ensure there is one final rehearsal in class before the performance day. 








































Focus: Writing a Short Story





Objectives





By the end of the lessons, students will be better able to:


plan a short story


write a short story


perform a story (optional)





Time Needed





6 hours (Learning Activities 1-6)


4 hours (Learning Activity 7)





Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities





Students brainstorm and build setting and atmosphere for a story


They brainstorm and build characters for a story


They plan the plot of a story


They write a short story and give peer feedback to each other


They perform a short story in the form of a Reader’s Theatre (optional)





Materials Required





Handouts for Learning Activities 1-6


Handout for Learning Activity 7 (optional)


Character Flashcards


Setting Flashcards


Plot Planner


Movement Plan (optional)
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