Preface
This resource package is designed and developed in support of the English Language Curriculum and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 – 6) (2007) and the Suggested Schemes of Work for the Elective Part of the Three-year Senior Secondary English Language Curriculum (Secondary 4 – 6) (2007)(. It provides learning resources and teaching ideas for the development and implementation of the elective module “Learning English through Short Stories”.
Aims
The rationale behind the package is that students will have ample opportunities to enrich their English learning experience and extend a range of language abilities through exploring short stories. Carefully designed and sequenced, the materials and activities in this package aim to:

· enhance students’ skills and interest in reading and appreciating short stories;
· help students to understand the concepts of narration, setting, character, theme, plot, etc. and to consider ways of creating mood / atmosphere as well as writing story openings / endings and dialogue;
· enable students to apply the concepts and techniques they have learned in story writing;
· provide opportunities for students to tell or perform a story.
How to use this resource package
This resource package comprises student’s handouts, teacher’s notes, supplementary materials and a CD-ROM. It largely adopts an approach that enables students to explore and experience the processes involved in the creation of a short story. The key learning focuses suggested in the SoWs for the module, e.g. setting, character, dialogue, theme, opening and closing, symbols and fables, have been reorganised and included in the three main parts of this package. The first part, “Keeping a Module Journal”, aims to help students to develop reflective thinking through journal writing and encourages students to give personal response to the stories they have read. The second part, “Reading and Appreciating Short Stories”, includes six short stories for reading and appreciation and provides a context for students to explore the various features of a short story. The third part, “Creating and Performing a Short Story”, examines some of the short story concepts more closely and introduces literary devices such as personification, metaphor and simile. It also provides guidelines on how students could keep their reading journal as well as write and perform a story of their own. Through engaging in a range of learning activities, students will respond and give expression to the imaginative ideas and feelings expressed in short stories through oral, written and performative means. They will also understand how the English language works in short stories and apply this understanding to their learning and use of the language. Given the range of learning activities in this package, teachers are encouraged to exercise careful planning, be selective about the materials and freely adapt them to suit their school contexts and students’ needs, interests and abilities.

Student’s Handouts
The student’s handouts (indicated by the page number prefix ‘S’) provide learning materials which enable students to read and appreciate a selection of short stories and explore the different features of the genre by working on tasks that will develop their language skills, cultural awareness, critical thinking skills and creativity.

Teacher’s Notes

The teacher’s notes (indicated by the page number prefix ‘T’) provide explanations of teaching steps and alternative teaching suggestions as to how to carry out the activities. Where appropriate, teachers may feel free to select and flexibly adapt the activities into assessment tasks to promote learning and teaching. 
To help teachers support “less advanced students” and stretch “more advanced students”, additional suggestions are contained in the “Catering for Learner Diversity” boxes. Suggested time allocations have been provided for each unit for teachers’ reference during lesson planning. However, the suggested time is for indicative purposes only and will vary according to students’ needs and abilities. Teachers should use their professional judgement to gauge appropriate timings with a particular group of students in mind.
References to websites that contain materials helpful to the learning and teaching of particular activities are also included in the teacher’s notes. The weblinks or addresses which were accurate at the time this package was published are yet subject to change. Teachers might like to make use of a search engine to regain access to any resources that have been relocated, or may look for similar resources on the web.

Supplementary Materials

The supplementary materials section provides additional teaching materials and resources for teachers’ use and reference. The following items are included in this section:
Flashcards that will help provide students with ideas on setting and characters for the story writing tasks are included.
Feedback forms for story writing as well as storytelling are provided to facilitate peer or teacher assessment in the course of the module. 
CD-ROM

The CD-ROM consists of an electronic version of the learning and teaching materials in this resource package and the text files are available in both PDF and MS WORD formats for ease of use and adaptation.
To further support the implementation of the module, other relevant online teaching resource materials for each module have been developed and can be accessed at the English Language Education Section website <http://cd.edb.gov.hk/eng>.  






( From this point forwards referred to as SoWs





PAGE  
i

