Analysing the Causes and Impact

Learning Activity 1
(a) According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, more than 25,000 people died of starvation every day in 2003. What do you think are the causes of starvation or hunger in the world? What impact do you think hunger has in the affected regions? Put your answers in the space below.


(b) Decide which of the following statements about hunger you agree with (A) and which you disagree with (D), and write ‘A’ or ‘D’ in the blanks given.
1. Hunger is a serious problem in the world.    


____
2. Hunger is the result of the lack of food in the world.

____
3. Human activities are the root of hunger.



____
4. Hunger affects children’s growth.



____
5. Hunger leads to high drop-out rates in school.


____
6. Hunger makes people work harder.



____
(c) Read the article below. Then work in pairs and answer the questions that follow.

HUNGER
With today’s high technology in food production, it is a surprise to many people that ending hunger is still one of the major tasks for the United Nations and many other non-government organisations. The word ‘hunger’, when used in our daily lives, simply refers to our desire for food; however, to 854 million people (Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations, 2006), hunger is something that could lead to death. 

Hunger is not an isolated problem. It is often the consequence of a combination of many other issues in our society. 

The root of hunger is not that we do not have enough food in today’s world, but that we do not distribute it evenly enough. According to the FAO (2000), while the richest 20% of the world population consume as much as half of the meat and seafood in the world, the poorest 20% consume only 5% of such protein-rich food. In other words, hunger arises from uneven food distribution among different income groups. 
Tragedies like natural disasters and wars are also common reasons that bring about hunger on a large scale. Floods, droughts and typhoons are natural disasters that often lead to a large reduction in food production. When a country is in war for a long period, farmland is also often destroyed, consequently resulting in hunger. 

Environmental pollution is another important contributing factor to the decrease in food production and hence hunger. If industrial development is not well controlled, the waste created can pollute farmland and rivers. In some cases, this brings about soil erosion and desertification. A likely effect of the loss of farmland is that prices of food are driven so high that most people are unable to get enough food.

What are the effects of hunger that lasts a long period of time?

Food provides our body with nutrients, which are necessary for growth and health. A lack of nutrients, which is sometimes known as malnutrition, naturally results in illnesses and sometimes even death. ‘Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger’ (2006)△ points out that ‘malnutrition in the form of deficiencies of essential vitamins and minerals continues to cause severe illness or death in millions of people worldwide.’ 
Children’s mental development can also be severely affected. The intelligence of hungry children is generally lower. These children’s ability to learn is limited, and as a result, schools’ drop-out rates are high in countries with serious hunger problems. This often leads to high illiteracy rates, making it even more difficult for these countries to develop.

It is obvious that when people do not have enough food, they lack the energy to take part in economic activities. When people get sick because of malnutrition, they are unable to work. In short, a lack of food contributes to lower productivity, and economic loss is an unavoidable result.

As seen from the above, hunger is seriously damaging to the affected people and countries. As individuals, we can of course reduce food wastage by ordering only what we can eat.  But more importantly, increased international efforts in providing financial aid and technological assistance are needed to put an end to hunger.

△ ‘Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger’ is a global education initiative that encourages people to help build a world free from hunger and malnutrition. See http://www.feedingminds.org for more information.

1. Why is it a surprise to many people that hunger is still a big problem in the world?

(a) hunger only means desire for food

(b) there is high technology in food production

(c) the United Nations has many tasks

(d) hunger is not an isolated problem

2. According to the FAO, how much of the world’s protein-rich food do the richest 20% of the population eat?

(a) 5%

(b) 20%

(c) 50%

(d) 80%

3. Which of the following is not mentioned in the article as a cause for the reduction of food production?

(a) floods

(b) droughts

(c) wars

(d) technology

4. What is malnutrition?

(a) hunger

(b) overweight

(c) underweight

(d) lack of nutrients

5. According to the article, which of the following does NOT help to solve the problem of hunger?

(a) increase overall world food production

(b) reduce food wastage

(c) provide financial aid to countries affected by hunger

(d) provide technology to countries affected by hunger

(d) In pairs, highlight where in the article the causes and impact of hunger are described. Then, complete the table below.

	Causes of Hunger
	Impact of Hunger

	e.g. Uneven distribution of food


	e.g. Malnutrition


Learning Activity 2
The use of a graphic organiser allows you to present your ideas more clearly and see whether the ideas are logically related. The causes and the effects of an issue can be organised in the form of the two graphic organisers below. 

(a) Read the article on hunger again. In your group, use a fishbone diagram and a spider map to present the causes and the effects of hunger in the space below.



(b) In the same group, choose a social issue that interests you. Brainstorm the causes and the effects of that issue. Use either a fishbone diagram or spider map to organise your ideas in the space below. However, in the diagram, do not name the issue. After you finish, show your work to another group and ask them to guess which issue you are referring to.

Learning Activity 3

What words or phrases can be used to describe causes and effects? Below are sentences about consumerism. The words and phrases that are used to describe causes and effects are highlighted.

One consequence of consumerism is over-production.

There is a causal relationship between consumerism and people’s need for recognition.

(a) Read the following sentences and underline the words / phrases that are used to describe causes and effects.

1. Due to jealousy, some teenagers may bully their peers.

2. The increasing respect for privacy has led to a review of the existing legislation*.

(b) Study the article on hunger again and underline all the words and phrases used to describe causes and effects. 

(c)
Which of the following expressions are used to describe causes and which of them describe effects? Write C (causes) and E (effects) next to the expressions. The first one has been done for you as an example.

	e.g. Since …
	C

	a. … due to …
	

	b. … give rise to …
	

	c. One of the main causes is …
	

	d. A serious effect of … is …
	

	e. … is a contributing factor to …
	

	f. … lead to …
	

	g. … owing to …
	

	h. … bring about …
	

	i. The reason why… is that …
	

	j. … because …
	

	k. … result in …
	

	l. As a result, …
	


(d)
Some words and phrases to describe causes and effects are left blank in the paragraph below. In pairs, complete the paragraph with appropriate expressions. 

e.g. Since     human beings are social by nature, we all feel the need to establish relationships with others. Good relationships with family and friends (1) ________________ a sense of security. Sometimes, we may follow others and do things we would not usually do (2) __________________ our wish to be accepted. This (3) __________________ a tendency to think or act like other members of a group. Children and teenagers are in the stage of forming their own identity. (4)___________________, they feel a particularly strong need to conform to the group they socialise with. In other words, their behaviour and minds are often influenced by peer pressure. This (5) ___________________ most teenagers dress in the same way, listen to the same type of music, use the same language, and worse, sometimes do the same bad deeds. In other words, peer pressure (6) ______________________ teenage crime.
Learning Activity 4
Work in the same group as you did for Learning Activity 2. Write a short text that presents the causes of the social issue you used in Learning Activity 2(b). You should use some of the expressions you learnt in Learning Activity 3.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 5
Your teacher will regroup you. You need to orally present the effects of the social issue you used in Learning Activity 2 to your classmates in the new group. 
Here are some tips about presentation for you to consider:
1. You should put down only key words, not complete sentences in your notes. When you present, you should not read a prepared text aloud.
2. Use some signposts like ‘first’, ‘second’, ‘to conclude’, etc. to help your audience to follow your points.
3. Maintain eye contact with your audience.
4. Pay attention to the quality of your voice, e.g. volume, speed and clarity.
5. Relax and look confident.

Use the space below to prepare your presentation.

Your teacher will give you some peer evaluation forms. While others in your new group are presenting, complete one form for each speaker.
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