Suggesting Solutions

Learning Activity 1

The repeated news of family tragedies that involve verbal and physical abuse*, and even murder of spouses and children, has raised grave concerns among the public. 

(a) From the information you have collected from the mass media, what types of family tragedies are there? In groups, complete the table below.

	Description of the incident

(When? Where? Who? What?)
	Type of family tragedy

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


(b) In pairs, brainstorm solutions that will prevent family violence from happening. Make notes in the space below.


(c) Now, brainstorm solutions that will reduce the impact family violence has on the victims. Make notes in the space below.


Learning Activity 2
Sometimes the solutions we suggest may not work in reality. ‘Unrealistic’ is a word that can be used to describe such suggestions. Below are a few examples of reasons why solutions are not realistic:
· too much money will be required

· there is not enough manpower to carry out the solution

· the public will oppose it

· the technologies involved are not currently available

· the cooperation of another government will be involved, which may not always be available

(a) Look at the suggestions below and explain in what way they are unrealistic:

e.g. To reduce school violence, the government should send a team of at least ten police officers to each school to patrol the campus during school hours.

(It is unrealistic because the cost involved is too high. 

1. One way to deal with the problem of global warming is to make it illegal for people to drive their own cars. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2. To improve the air quality in Hong Kong, factories in Shenzhen should filter the gas to remove all pollutants before emission.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3. I suggest that the importing of high-fat snacks be banned completely to stop people from getting obese.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
 
(b) Study the solutions you have suggested in Learning Activity 1. Are they realistic? Discuss in your group and make notes in the space below.


(c) Discuss with your partner and rank the solutions according to how likely they are going to be effective. (1= very effective; 5= very ineffective)

Learning Activity 3
What words or phrases can be used to suggest solutions? Read the following sentence in which the words / phrases for suggesting a solution to air pollution are highlighted.

To help resolve air pollution, we need to conserve energy.

(a) Read the following sentences and underline the words / phrases that are used to suggest a solution to the problem.

1.
I would recommend planting more trees as they will help to produce more fresh air.

2.
I propose that the government limit the number of cars on the roads.

(b) Look at the three suggestions given in Learning Activity 2(a) and identify the words or phrases used to suggest solutions. Write them in the space below.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

(c) The expressions below are often used for suggesting solutions. Some of the letters are, however, missing. Work out what the expressions are and put them on the right.

	1. to s_lv_
	

	2. to i_pr_v_
	

	3. to ad_ _ _ss
	

	4. it is a_vis_b_e that
	

	5. to _eal with
	

	6. I s_g_es_ that
	

	7. one way to p_eve_t this from 
wo_s_ning


	

	8. to c_m_ _t
	


(d) Use two of the above expressions and suggest solutions for any two social issues that you have come across.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 4
Your teacher will give you different roles to play in a consultation forum about family violence. Based on the information on the role card, you will need to:
(a) convince the other speakers that the solution you suggest is the most effective
(b) give specific details as to how the solution you suggest should be carried out
Before the forum begins, you will sit with people who share similar opinions with you. The discussion will help you to prepare for the forum. Use the space below to make notes.









































































































































































































































































































































































































































From the above, we can see that when we evaluate a solution, we should consider not only how effective it would be, but also any limitations that would stop it from working in reality.
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