Examining an Issue                                     from Various Perspectives
Learning Activity 1

Many social issues are controversial. In other words, different individuals and / or groups have different opinions about the same issue which often results in a heated debate. What opinions people hold are very often shaped by the context (e.g. their background, values) in which they view the issue. This is also known as ‘point of view’ or ‘perspective*’. When someone looks at an issue from a human perspective, they tend to consider human welfare* to be a more important factor when they form their opinions. On the other hand, someone looking at issues from a business perspective places more emphasis on money and financial interests.

(a) Read the article given by your teacher or the one you have collected. Answer the questions below.

1. What is the social issue presented?

_____________________________________________________________

2. Who (individuals and / or groups) are involved in this social issue?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. How are the individuals and / or groups involved?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 2

(a) In groups, examine the social issue of extensive use of plastic bags from various perspectives. Complete the matching exercise below.

	Excessive use of plastic bags

	The government (
	· We can tax the use of plastic bags. On the other hand, we fear that this will increase the cost of businesses and the cost of living for the public.

	
	· We produce plastic bags. We can use biodegradable materials, but this will inevitably increase the price per bag.

	Consumers (
	· We must do something to reduce the use of plastic bags. Otherwise, we need to build new landfills soon. The cost will be paid by us eventually.

	
	· We distribute plastic bags for free upon purchase. We can charge customers for the plastic bags, but this will reduce our competitiveness.

	Retailers (

	· Our biggest concern is taking our customers’ wishes into account.

	
	· We need cheap, convenient and durable containers for our purchases.

	Plastic bag producers (
	· We are concerned about the impact on the environment.

	
	· Plastic bags, which are not biodegradable, not only take up a substantial part of our landfills, but they are also a non-renewable resource.

	Environmentalists (
	· You can’t expect us to use a paper bag to carry a fish around.

	
	· Paper bags are no alternative to plastic bags. Paper is not durable and water-resistant. Besides, the energy demand in producing and transporting paper bags is much higher.
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(b) In your group, examine the two social issues listed in the tables and complete the boxes. You can use the table in (a) as reference. For each issue:

(1) discuss who are involved

(2) how they are involved and what they might say

	1. Slimming culture

	The government
	e.g. We can regulate the advertisements of slimming products. We can also educate the public. The medical cost of treating severely underweight people is our responsibility.

	
	e.g.  If we don’t do something about the slimming culture, the health care costs will have to be paid by us.

	People who use slimming products
	

	
	

	Nutritionists
	

	
	

	Fashion models
	

	
	

	Producers of slimming products 


	

	
	

	Advertisers who advertise slimming products
	

	
	


	2. Teenage pregnancy

	e.g. Teenagers
	e.g. We are curious about sex. We have a more casual and open attitude towards sex. However, many of us have little knowledge about safe sex.

	
	e.g. If the girl accidentally gets pregnant, she can get an abortion in Shenzhen.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Learning Activity 3

Your teacher will give you some information about a case of euthanasia (i.e. mercy killing) on a situation sheet and a role card. Study the information given on the situation sheet carefully and the instructions on the role card. You will need to express your views towards the court’s decision in this case according to your given role. 

(a) First, you will sit with people who play the same role and discuss your views towards the case. In your discussion, you might wish to consider the following:
· Where did Doctor Kind put the pill? Why?
· Did Mary Poor die because of what Doctor Kind did?
· Was Mary Poor’s wish to die clear enough?
· Did Mary Poor have the right to end her life like any other normal person? Is the right to die a human right that Mary should not be prevented from having?
· What are the responsibilities of a doctor?


(b) You will now need to write your opinions towards the court’s decision (Doctor Kind NOT guilty) according to your given role on an online discussion board. You can use the space below to prepare for your writing.


(c) Euthanasia is now illegal in Hong Kong. Now, you will express your own opinions towards legalising euthanasia. Follow your teacher’s instructions in this learning activity.











































































































































































































































































































































































































































Use the space here to make notes during your discussion.
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