Acknowledging Sources of Information

Imagine if someone copied the ideas or words from your work as if it was his / her own, how would you feel? 
You would probably feel it was very unfair. Therefore, it is essential that if we are using someone else’s ideas or words, we give the credit to the original writer by telling the reader / audience where we got the information. In other words, it is important for us to acknowledge the sources.

Learning Activity 1
(a) If the following statements are included in your research project, do you think you have to acknowledge the sources? Discuss your answer in pairs.

	Statements included in your research project
	Should you acknowledge the sources?
	Your reasons

	e.g. Hong Kong’s population is about 7 million.


	Y / N
	It is a well-known fact.

	1. The Hong Kong economy has transformed to a knowledge-based economy since the 1990’s.
	Y / N
	

	2. Hong Kong primary students spend a daily average of 2.6 hours watching TV.
	Y / N
	

	3. The media is a powerful tool in shaping social values.


	Y / N
	

	4. As at the end of March 2008, the number of Comprehensive Social Security Assistance cases was 285,773.


	Y / N
	

	5. British rule of Hong Kong was handed over to China on 1 July 1997.


	Y / N
	

	6. The blanket of greenhouse gases keeps the planet about 15ºC warmer than it would be without the cover.
	Y / N
	


From the table, we can see that acknowledgement of the source is necessary if the information:

1. is an expert opinion (i.e. information which can be only collected from another source, but not known to the general public, e.g. statistics, scientific findings, unusual examples)

2. consists of words or graphical information directly lifted from another text

3. consists of ideas collected from another text in a large amount (e.g. a whole paragraph) even though they may have been rephrased

(b) As homework, look for examples of acknowledgement of sources from printed materials or the Internet. Identify the reasons why the sources are acknowledged.

Learning Activity 2
Below is a paragraph you have read in your research project. You would like to include some information used in the paragraph in the report of your research results. 

	Source information

	Text:
	Renewable Energy Development in Hong Kong

	Authors:
	Dr. K.M. Leung and Jimmy W.W. Hui

	Date:
	8 April 2004

	URL:
	http://www.emsd.gov.hk/emsd/e_download/wnew/conf_papers/drpt045.pdf


When we discuss the topic of sustainable energy supply, there are actually many issues and problems surrounding us, and there is no single magic solution. The two important measures* that policy* makers in many countries usually have accorded high priority to are the promotion of energy efficiency and conservation, and exploitation of renewable energy sources. These two measures, one addressing the demand-side and the other addressing the supply-side, still cannot solve all of our problems. We have yet to explore other measures. Nonetheless, they are ranked high in our list of measures. That is why the Energy Efficiency Office of the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department, established in 1994, not only implements* energy efficiency initiatives, but also looks into the potential for wide-scale application of renewable energy in Hong Kong.
The following texts present three possible ways in which you can incorporate some of the ideas in the paragraph in your research report. 




(a) In pairs, discuss the following questions.

· Which of the three texts includes words directly copied from the source? 

Answer:  Text _____

· Which of the texts is a summary of the main ideas in the student’s own words?

Answer:  Text _____
· Which of the texts is a rewritten version in the student’s own words?

Answer:  Text _____
(b) Three common ways to incorporate others’ ideas or information into your own work, or in other words, three types of citations, are:

Direct quotation – example: Text ______
Summary – example: Text ______
Paraphrase – example: Text ______
Learning Activity 3
How is information cited from the original source? What words or phrases will help you to cite information from the original source? Refer to the citations in Learning Activity 2 to help you to answer (a) and (b) below.

(a) Underline the reporting verb in Text B that is used to introduce citations. 

Can you think of more such reporting verbs? Write them down below.


(b) Text C does not contain a reporting verb. What phrase is used instead to introduce the citation? Underline it. 

Can you think of more of such phrases? Write them down below.


(c) Below are some citations which contain the words and phrases you just learnt in (a) and (b). Follow the instructions in brackets and rewrite the citations.

1. To quote the 5 November 08 issue of the Hong Kong Post, ‘piracy has become part of mainland Chinese culture.’ 
(Rewrite this citation using the reporting verb ‘mention’.)
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2. ‘Causes of Hunger’ published by Oxfam Hong Kong (2006) suggests that one of the causes of hunger is uneven distribution of resources.

(Rewrite this citation using ‘According to’.)
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3. The ‘Air Quality and Health Fact Sheet’ published by the WHO (2008) points out that air pollution ‘is estimated to cause approximately 2 million premature deaths worldwide per year.’

(Rewrite this citation by putting the information of the source in brackets.)
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 4
Eating disorders are increasingly common in today’s society. 
(a) In pairs, discuss the following questions:
1. What kinds of eating disorders are there? 
2. In which age group do you think people are most likely to develop eating disorders?
3. Why do you think people develop eating disorders?
(b) Imagine that you are doing a research project on the topic of eating disorders and you have found some information online. You would like to use the information about the gender and age of people who suffer from the problem. 
Your teacher will give you some information about one of the three types of citations. Based on the given information, write a short paragraph that contains relevant information from the source below using the type of citation you are given. 

	Source information

	Text:
	Local Trend of Eating Disorders

	Author:
	Hong Kong Eating Disorders Association Limited

	Date of last update:
	2006

	URL:
	http://www.heda-hk.org/eng/02sitED_03trend.php


HEDA received 1345 hotline enquiry calls and identified 684 cases of eating disorders from 2000 to 2005. Among those identified cases, 60% were bulimic cases; 30% were anorexic cases and almost 10% were cases of eating disorders not otherwise specified △. Almost all of them were females. 70% of them were between 16 and 30 years of age. The prevalent onset age was from 15 to 19 years old. Because the Hong Kong government has yet to have a specialized plan for eating disorders treatment, there is no official figure on the number of people suffering from eating disorders. HEDA believes that there are many cases of eating disorders of different severity levels that are unidentified. 
△ ‘Eating disorder not otherwise specified cases’ are eating problems that do not fall into anorexia, bulimia, or binge eating disorders because the patients have some but not all of the symptoms of these disorders.
Write your citation here:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

(c) Get into groups of three. Using the citation you wrote in (b) and the information given by your teacher, you will now take turns to teach your group mates the type of citation you have used and draw your group mates’ attention to special features of this type of citation.






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Text A





In many parts of the world, there are two important ways to deal with the energy crisis. First, people are encouraged to use energy more efficiently so as to reduce the demand for energy; second, renewable sources are used to sustain the supply of energy. Other possible solutions still have to be investigated, but the two mentioned above are the main trends. In Hong Kong, the Energy Efficiency Office of the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department has put a lot of effort into carrying out both (Leung & Hui, 2004).





Text B





Leung & Hui (2004) remark that ‘the two important measures that policy makers in many countries usually have accorded high priority to are the promotion of energy efficiency and conservation, and exploitation of renewable energy sources.’





Text C





According to Leung & Hui (2004), as in many other countries, two ways to solve or alleviate the energy crisis have been used by the Energy Efficiency Office of the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department in Hong Kong: (1) to promote energy efficiency and (2) to investigate the use of renewable energy sources.
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