Supplementary Materials 2b

Research Project Form 

Planning the research project
	
	Make notes here when you discuss.
	Remarks

	Research topic:
	
	Which topic do you plan to research about? The guiding questions on the next page may help you to choose your topic.

 

	Search for background information:
	
	Where can you find background information about the topic? Put down the URLs of websites, the titles of books, etc. you think will be useful here.

	Primary research:
	
	What can you do to collect first-hand information and / or opinions about the topic? Which area of the topic can you survey people about? Which issues are appropriate for observations? Which for interviews? Do you have enough time and people to conduct primary research?

	Secondary research:
	
	Does the information you have collected present a representative view of the issue? Is any of the information biased? Write down the sources you find the most useful.


Some guiding questions on choosing your research topic:

1. Are most / all members of your group interested in the topic? 

2. What do you as a group already know about the topic? (You could find out some quick facts about the topic by using the encyclopaedia or Wikipedia.)

3. Is this topic a social issue? 

4. Is it a topic that has been discussed so often that it is quite difficult to get your reader or audience interested and to bring new insights to it?

5. Is there a particular aspect of this issue that you want to focus on? (e.g. Instead of doing a research project on sport ethics* which may be too broad a topic for study, you might want to concentrate on investigating the use of drugs in sport)
6. Is there enough available information about the topic? Where do you think you can find out more about this topic? Are there organisations or government departments that deal with this issue and might have information and data about it?
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