Fan Talk

Fan Letters
Learning Activity
Reading and Writing

Read the sample fan letters below and answer the questions that follow.

Letter A

	Dear Ada, 

I just want to tell you that because of you I have taken up windsurfing. At first I was afraid of the water, but when I heard you on television saying how easy it was, I decided to give it a try, and now I am out on the sea whenever conditions are right. Of course, I am not a great windsurfer like you, but I do get so much enjoyment from it as I zoom across the waves. Thank you very much!


Letter B

	Dear Mark,

I watch all your games and visit your fan website at least once a day. I bought your book on golf and have read every word three times. I have an “I love Mark Rowe” T-shirt and “MR Fan” cap. Now I have a favour to ask you. Can you please send me one of your old used golf balls? I promise I will treasure it and keep it as long as I live. 

Thank you in advance for your kindness. I will never forget it.


1. Are fan letters usually long or short?

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Are they written in a conversational/informal or formal style? Explain your answers with an example from each of the letters.
_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do the two letter writers write to their sports idols? What is the purpose of each letter?

_______________________________________________________________________________

4. Think of a sports player you would like to write to. Write a short letter to send to his or her website: 

Your letter should

· be short

· be conversational and informal in style

· show/state your purpose of writing


Unofficial Website Introductions

Learning Activity 
Reading and Writing

When a fan creates a website for her/his idol, s/he needs to explain in its introduction why the star deserves a site and why people should support the star. 
As in Text A below, the introduction may include the following:

· a reason for building the website

· the sports player’s biography, including her/his achievement and qualities

· appeal for interaction with your readers or for their help

Text A







Now read Text B and identify the main features of a website introduction.
Text B

	Some people have actually never heard of Celine Chau, one of the world’s best squash players. When I realised this I decided more information about her needed to be available. This is what has inspired me to prepare this website. It has taken a lot of time, but I am sure there are many ways in which it might be improved. If you have any suggestions please email me and I will do my best to implement your ideas. 
Celine was born in Hong Kong. She was always interested in racquet games and played tennis and badminton from an early age. A teacher at her secondary school recognising her talent introduced her to squash. She seemed born to play the game and within a year of starting to play it seemed impossible to find anyone who could beat her. Celine moved to Vancouver for her university studies and to find a coach adequate to her needs. She effortlessly wins championship after championship. I think she should be a household name. I hope this website will help to spread the message.


Choose a sports player you would like to honour and write an introduction for a website about her/him. 

Be careful with the tenses. Use the past to tell her/his story and the present to say what is true today.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Amin Patel is probably the greatest cricketer of our time. He has attracted thousands of fans to the game with his star quality and good sportsmanship. He has used his fame to help improve the world. His foundation has given an education to many children who would not have received one except for Amin. He is a great bowler and one of the greatest batsmen of all time. He even catches with incredible skill. For all these reasons I deeply admire Amin and dedicate this website to him. Your suggestions on how this site can be improved are most welcome. Please email me at aminfan@email.com.
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