Sports Film

Learning Activity
Viewing, Writing and Speaking

1. You are going to watch a film about basketball titled “Coach Carter”. Before you watch the film, preview the mind map below. As you watch the film, add some point form information to establish the characters, plot, setting, and conflict.


[image: image1]
2. After watching the film, complete the worksheet below with the help of your mind map notes. Work with a partner and discuss your responses to the film.

	Film Title:                               


 Date:                 
Director:
Cast:


	Story 

Give a short summary of the film (plot, theme, etc.).

What is the best part of the film?

Do you like the ending? Why or why not?



	Scenes 

What are the best scenes in the film? 

Why are they successful? (You may talk about the plot, characters or film techniques such as editing, use of camera angles, colour and music).



	Characters

Name three characters you like. What are their character traits? Use some adjectives to describe them.




	Messages

Who do you think this film is intended for?

Write down any memorable phrases or lines you remember from the film.
What can you learn about life from the film?



	Acting

Who do you think is the best actor/actress in the film?



	Overall comments on the film:



3.  You and your partner are going to use some of the information in the mind map and table in Questions 1 and 2 to give a short oral presentation on the film. Below is a sample presentation on the same film. Go over it to have an idea on how you can talk about the film and try to identify the focus of each paragraph. Put the appropriate letter from a-e in the brackets at the end of each 
paragraph of the text.

a. what the speaker likes about the film


b. summary of the story


c. what the speaker has learnt from the film


d. highlight of role/key action


e. what the speaker dislikes about the film

	Sample Presentation on “Coach Carter”

I would like to introduce you to a film called “Coach Carter”. As you can guess from the title, it is about a sport, the sport of basketball. Ken Carter is a successful African American. He goes back to his old school in a poor part of San Francisco and becomes the coach of the basketball team. The boys on the team are not very fit and lose all their games. Coach Carter is very strict with them. It is funny seeing their faces when he tells them to run up and down the gym hundreds of times. If they argue with him he punishes them. Some of them do not like it and leave, but they want to come back when the team starts winning. (    )

Coach Carter says the boys are student players. That means they must be good students as well as good sports players. He stops them playing when he finds their marks very bad. Some do not even go to class. They soon learn their lesson from him. (    )

I like the film because there are many good basketball games. The camera work is good and the music makes everything exciting. I think the acting is good too. Samuel Jackson is very good as the coach. I also found it interesting to see an American high school. It is not very like our school. The students are very badly behaved, no one wears uniform, there are big school dances and many other differences. (    )

Are there any problems? I think the film is a bit long and I didn’t like the side story of one of the boys with a girlfriend who is going to have a baby. (    )

The film teaches us not to give up, but always try our best. The boys do not win every game, but they become better people and their coach in the end is proud of them and they go to college. Please find time to watch this film. (    )



4.
Discuss with your partner how you are going to present your ideas to another pair and rehearse your presentation. The sample presentation is for reference only. You need not follow it in exactly the same way, but feel free to adapt it and include any points you think are appropriate.
5.
Form yourselves into groups of four with two pairs of students in each. Take turns to present your 


ideas to the other pair in your group. 














































































































































































       Name                  Trait/Quality























Plot


(i.e. sequence of events)





Conflict





Setting





Characters





COACH CARTER
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