Sports Writing

A Report on a Sports Event

Learning Activity 1

Speaking and Reading
A.
A friend is going to write an article on your school’s sports day/athletics meet. She asks you what you would expect and like to see in the article. In small groups, think of four items, such as the name of the winning house.


a.

b.

c.


d.

B. Read the following article on an athletics meet and answer the questions that follow:

	A Day to Remember

Wu Hong School’s Annual Athletics Meet took place last week and saw some splendid performances. 
Ho Chi Wai (6C) won the most medals, an amazing four gold, three silver and two bronze. Cynthia Leung (6A), our Head Prefect, topped the medal table for girls with one gold, three silver and one bronze. 
Eagles was the winning house, followed very closely by Bears, only five points behind. 
One of the most exciting events was the Grade B Boys 100m final. Gary Cheung and Ko Wai Hung were neck and neck* until the last moment when Ko managed a final burst of* speed and crossed the finishing line just ahead of his opponent. He later said he was disappointed not to have broken the record. 
The Form 6 versus Teachers Relay Challenge Cup was as ever highly popular with spectators who rushed forward to watch the race. 6C put in a good challenge but could not beat the science teachers, who had finished before some other teams, who won’t be named here, had got round three laps*! 
PE teacher and Meet organiser, Mr Tong, said the athletics meet had gone smoothly and that not many records had been broken. He said the only exception was Wong Mei Ling (1C) who broke the record for Grade C girls’ long jump. We expect to be hearing more about her in the coming years. 
The most dramatic moment came near the end of the Club Relay when Stanley Ho (4D) suddenly tripped up just before the finishing line and had to be carried off with a badly sprained* ankle. His misfortune cost the Swimming Club victory in the event.
The prizes were presented by Miss Rita Lo, Director of the Hong Kong Sports Association. 


*neck and neck – very close (from horse racing)

*burst of – increase in

*laps – a lap is one complete round of the race-track
*sprain – muscle injury
1. Match the paragraph numbers with the paragraph focuses.
	Paragraph 1 (
	· dramatic moment

	Paragraph 2 (
	· an exciting event with some description

	Paragraph 3 (
	· introduction + comment

	Paragraph 4 (
	· guest of honour

	Paragraph 5 (
	· top performer

	Paragraph 6 (
	· a popular event with some details

	Paragraph 7 (
	· winning house

	Paragraph 8 (
	· comment of the organiser


2. Which paragraph(s) contain humour?


_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Which paragraph(s) contain indirect speech?


_______________________________________________________________________________
4.
What questions do you think the reporter asked when working on the article? Write down three questions that s/he might have asked.
a. ___________________________________________________________________________
b. ___________________________________________________________________________
c. ___________________________________________________________________________
5.
The following sentences are taken from the article. Rewrite them by using direct speech.
a. He later said he was disappointed not to have broken the record.

____________________________________________________________________________
b. PE teacher and Meet organiser, Mr Tong, said the two days of athletics had gone smoothly and that not many records had been broken.

____________________________________________________________________________

c. He said the only exception was Wong Mei Ling (1C) who broke the record for Grade C girls’ long jump.

 ____________________________________________________________________________

6.
After reading the article, do you think the athletics meet was an exciting or boring event? Give 
your reasons.

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 2

Writing
Write an article about the sports day/athletics meet of your school. 
1. 
To plan your article, you should note down some information of the event:
	WHO






Participants? ______________________________________________________________________

Levels? __________________________________________________________________________
Houses or teams? __________________________________________________________________
Guests of honour? _________________________________________________________________

WHEN and WHERE
Date and time? ____________________________________________________________________
School name? _____________________________________________________________________
Location of the meet? _______________________________________________________________

WHICH 

Which sports? _____________________________________________________________________
WHAT    


           
   
     
What happened? ___________________________________________________________________

What was the most exciting or dramatic moment? ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
WHO

Who won? ________________________________________________________________________
Who was the winning house? _________________________________________________________
HOW

How did they win? __________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________



2.
Map your paragraph ideas and supporting details to plan the structure of your article. Feel free to

add or remove the boxes depending on the number of paragraphs you choose to write.
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3.
With reference to your notes and the mind map, write an article on the School Sports Day for the School Magazine. Make use of the style you have learnt from Learning Activity 1.

An Essay on a Sports Issue

Learning Activity 1
Speaking and Reading

1. What is a sport? What is your definition of sport? With a partner, brainstorm some definitions and be prepared to share one definition with the class. 
2. Discuss with your partner whether the following are sports or not. Write a short reason to justify your decision.
	SPORT?
	YES or NO ?
	WHY or WHY NOT?

	1. Bowling
	
	

	2. Golf
	
	

	3. Swimming
	
	

	4. Horse racing
	
	

	5. Skipping
	
	

	6. Dancing
	
	


3. With a partner, make a list of sports which involve animals. Do not think only of regular Hong Kong sports, but all kinds of sports around the world.

a.



b.



c.



d.

4. Read the one-sided argumentative essay below and do the activities that follow.

	Should hunting be allowed?

The shooting of animals or birds for the pleasure it gives is common in many countries around the world. In the United States, for example, many people have guns and may go hunting for deer, squirrels, and other small animals as a social or family activity. In France and Italy, bird hunting is also an activity welcomed by many people. Despite the concern that some people have about the pain that hunting may cause to animals and hence their argument that it should be banned, my opinion is that hunting is a fun-filled and healthy activity that should be allowed.

Firstly, hunting is good exercise not only for the body, but also for the mind. It requires a lot of strategies and planning. For instance, before you go hunting for animals, you will need to find out a lot of information, such as where their habitat is, when and how they usually appear, how you can attract them, or where to hide yourself in order not to be discovered. It also requires a lot of patience and perseverance as very often you will have to wait for a long while before you need to hold up your rifle or shotgun, after which, of course, will be a test of your shooting skills, which call for a quick and clear mind as well as fitness and agility.

Secondly, the wildlife population needs to be put under control, and hunting is one of the ways that help. Take Canada as an example, the population of seals has now grown to millions. If we do not try to hold down the number, we know from history that the animals will soon experience a tragic die-off when they are unable to find food and shelter. Such deaths will often lead to far more suffering on the animals as compared with those caused by bullets from the hunters’ rifles.

Another reason why hunting should be allowed is that for many years, it has been a source of pleasure, excitement and satisfaction for those who enjoy the activity. It provides an opportunity for people to relax in the peace and quietness of the wilderness while at the same time learn more about nature and enjoy the fun of hunting. Contrary to the view that hunters shoot for the joy of killing, many of them in fact love nature and animals more than the others do. In countries like Australia where people fall for the fascination of animals, vast areas of hunting grounds are available to provide animal-lovers with the adventurous experience of hunting animals like pigs, boars, rabbits and deer. It is through the activity that these animal-lovers get to observe and understand more about wildlife.

All in all, hunting is an activity that helps to tune up our body and our mind and contributes to solving the problem of animal overpopulation and maintaining our ecosystem. Only if we make sensible decisions on where, what and how to shoot, hunting is just like any other sports activity and I see no reason why it should not be allowed.


a. 
Introduction


Which is the sentence in the essay that first tells you what the writer thinks about hunting?


_______________________________________________________________________________
b.
Body paragraphs


In the essay, three main reasons have been given for the argument that hunting should be allowed. Evidence and examples are also given to support the argument. In the boxes below, write down the reasons the writer gives, and the examples or evidence s/he uses. Two examples have been given to you.
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c.  Conclusion

What advice does the writer give in the concluding paragraph?

_______________________________________________________________________________

d. The writer has used expressions that serve different functions in the essay. Find examples of the following from the passage. Two have been done for you as examples.
	Function
	Expression

	to give an example

	for example, 


	to express contrast
	

	to present a point/reason with order
	Firstly,


	to give additional information
	

	to explain a result
	

	to emphasise a point
	

	to conclude
	

	to give your opinion
	


e. Can you add some more expressions to the table above? Write as many expressions as you can think of in each of the boxes.
Learning Activity 2
Writing

Write an essay on the topic “Should betting on sports be allowed by law”.
You should:

1. Spend time thinking of arguments on either side of the issue. You may research your topic/issue in the library or on the Internet.
2. Collect examples for each point and define any unclear terms.

3. Look at your materials and decide how you are going to organise them. Plan your essay by mapping your paragraph points on a mind map with reference to the suggested structure for one-sided argumentative writing below.
4. Use expressions that you have learnt to organise and express your ideas. 
5. Avoid informal English and short forms.
Suggested structure for one-sided argumentative writing
Introduction:      Introduce the topic, give background information and state your stance

Body paragraphs: 
Present your arguments with one main argument in each paragraph, and each 




argument elaborated and supported by evidence/examples

Conclusion:        Summarise your arguments and restate the topic and your stance
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Article Title: 
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Paragraph 3





Reason
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Paragraph 4





Reason




















Evidence/Example


e.g. Many animal-lovers in Australia go hunting to observe and understand more about wildlife.





Paragraph 2





Reason


e.g. Hunting is good exercise for the body and the mind.
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Should hunting be allowed?








S37

