	Focus: Sports Songs

Objectives
By the end of the lesson(s), students will be better able to:

· share and enjoy sports songs

· write some simple sports chants

· demonstrate oral skills through presenting a chant/song

Time Needed
· 1 hour 20 minutes
Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities
· Students listen to some sports songs and sing along with them
· They read and write sports chants

Materials Required
· Handouts on “Sports Songs”



Sports Songs

Teacher’s Notes
Learning Activity 1

Listening 

This activity aims to provide an opportunity for students to enjoy listening to an English song related to sports. Teachers will need to judge whether the students know enough about sports in English speaking countries to be able to bring in their own favourite songs which are heard at sports events, or whether they will need to make a selection for them. Below are some songs which teachers may consider using for the activity.

Fans sing songs before and during a match. Some famous songs have become associated with various teams. The words are frequently changed (sometimes rather obscenely) or only the chorus is used. Among songs which can be heard are:
· “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 
Lyrics: http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/s/w/swinglow.htm
Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yU091YLgC9Q
· “Amazing Grace” 
Lyrics: http://www.constitution.org/col/amazing_grace.htm
Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_7E8GlMTJE
· “John Brown’s Body” 
Lyrics: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Brown's_Body
Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enz7XsKfRlw
The band Queen has supplied some very famous sports songs:

· “We Are The Champions” – the chorus in particular is very suitable for use 

    Lyrics: http://www.lyricsfreak.com/q/queen/we+are+the+champions_20112595.html
    Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vofSgnnnIrI
· “We Will Rock You” 
Lyrics: http://www.lyricsfreak.com/q/queen/we+will+rock+you_20112546.html
Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGaOlfmX8rQ
· “Another One Bites the Dust” – this idiom means to fail or to be defeated; the chorus fits the competition scenario very well 
Lyrics: http://www.lyricsfreak.com/q/queen/another+one+bites+the+dust_20112678.html
    Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWsJcg-g1pg
“Take Me Out To The Ball Game” is a very well-known baseball song.

Lyrics: http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/lyrics/ballgame.htm
Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AEAPgR1zGA
Another tune which is common belongs to the old song “I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles”. It has been rewritten countless times.

Lyrics: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I'm_Forever_Blowing_Bubbles
Music: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDcPFxKhz14&feature=related
There are also songs created for particular teams. These can be found on the websites of many American universities and British football clubs. In the U.S., these songs are called “fight songs”.

Some relevant websites are 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eton_Boating_Song
http://www.lyricsondemand.com/miscellaneouslyrics/worldcuplyrics/
http://www.liverpoolfc.tv/lfc_story/classics/1.htm
http://www.google.com/Top/Sports/Team_Spirit/Fight_Songs/
The selected song should be played once as students listen and write down some key words in the box. Teachers then elicit from students the words that they have written down and ask what they think the song is about. It will make the lesson more fun if the students recognise the tunes and freely join in. Again, teachers are in the best position to judge this. 
The notes on the features of songs help to draw students’ attention to language use. Teachers should go over them with students before playing the song for the second time.

Part A 

This is where the stress of words in a phrase or sentence can be discussed. Teachers can read the lines provided together with students, or can use any other texts to illustrate the stress of words.

Answers:
The same rhythm strong/weak/strong/weak/strong/weak/strong is adopted in every given line of the two nursery rhymes. The stressed sounds are underlined below:
1. Twinkle, twinkle, little star.

How I wonder what you are.       
2. Old McDonald had a farm. 

Part B

This part is where the concept of rhyme can be revised if it has been covered before.

Suggested answers:
Examples of words that also rhyme with star are afar, bar, car, far, jar and czar. Note that war does not rhyme with star though its spelling is similar to star.

Part C

Teachers can explain that repetition is often used in songs to repeat the theme or message. Remind students that the whole or a part of a line can be repeated for more variation.

Students can be shown the lyrics of the song “We Are The Champions” and be asked to identify where repetition is used:

http://www.lyricsfreak.com/q/queen/we+are+the+champions_20112595.html
Learning Activity 2

Reading and Speaking

Students read the chants and identify the song features that are present. As the features of songs are related to sound and rhythm, it is important that students be asked to read aloud the chants so that it is more likely for them to identify the features by listening to themselves.

1. We shall not be moved.

We shall not be moved.

We shall win the cup.

We shall win the cup.

We shall not be moved.

   (repetition)

2. If we’re going to win,

Clap your hands.

If we’re going to win,

Clap your hands.

If we’re going to win,

Stamp your feet and clap your hands!

If we’re going to win,

Clap your hands.
(repetition)

3. We’re going to win the game,

We’re going to win the game,

We’re going to win the game,

And soon you’ll see we’re right.  

(tune: “For he’s a jolly good fellow”)
(repetition)

*As students may not be familiar with the tune, teachers might like to play it on YouTube before asking students to chant the verse.  
4. We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup,

We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup,

We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup,

Just you wait and see,

We’ll be running round the stadium with the cup.  

(tune: “She’ll be coming round the mountain when she comes”)
(rhythm and repetition)

*As students may not be familiar with the tune, teachers might like to play it on YouTube before asking students to chant the verse.
5. Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,

Hate to beat you, but we must!
(rhyme and rhythm)

6. We are the greatest

Who you can’t beat
‘Cos we’ll never
Never take defeat!
(rhyme)

7. Listen to the sound,

Listen to the sound,

The beat of defeat!
(repetition)

8. One, two, three, four,

Who do we adore?

Five, six, seven, eight,

Who do we appreciate?

(Shout name of team)

(rhyme)

Learning Activity 3

Writing and Speaking

Teachers should arrange students into groups and ask them to decide if they want to write a sports chant for a sports team, their house, their class or their school. Share the success criteria with students before they write and rehearse. After students have written their chant, they should be given some time to practise reading it aloud. Encourage them to add some actions to enliven their presentation. Teachers may give out the “Group Presentation Feedback Form” on the next page for students to do peer or self-assessment.
	Group Presentation Feedback Form

Give feedback to your own and/or your classmate’s performance by circling the appropriate number under "Needs improvement", "Satisfactory" or "Good", and by completing the “Overall comments” section.


	
	Needs improvement
	Satisfactory
	Good

	Content
	
	
	

	· The information is suitable
	1
	2
	3

	· The information is interesting
	1
	2
	3

	Organisation
	
	
	

	· The ideas are well-connected
	1
	2
	3

	Language
	
	
	

	· Words are pronounced correctly
	1
	2
	3

	· Sentences are well-formed (e.g. with suitable tenses)
	1
	2
	3

	· Song features have been appropriately/well- used (optional)
	1
	2
	3

	Delivery strategies
	
	
	

	· The speech is given in a natural way and without much hesitation
	1
	2
	3

	· Words can be heard clearly
	1
	2
	3

	· There is enough eye contact
	1
	2
	3

	· Actions are well-used to enliven the presentation (optional)
	1
	2
	3

	Collaboration with group members
	
	
	

	· Members cooperate well in presenting the message
	1
	2
	3

	Overall comments:

What did you enjoy most about the presentation?

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Which areas could be improved on?

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________



*This is a general list of feedback criteria. Teachers might like to adapt it for use in their own classroom.

	Catering for Learner Diversity

For less advanced students:

You may ask them to rewrite the lyrics of the sports chants in Learning Activity 1 or complete sport chants through a blank-filling activity. Students can also be encouraged to use repetition in their chant to reduce the challenge of the task.
For more able students: 

You may encourage students to rewrite the lyrics of a short and simple song instead of a chant. They can also be encouraged to include some rhyme and rhythm in their work.
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