	Focus: Sports Product Review

Objectives
By the end of the lesson(s), students will be better able to:

· express judgements and preferences

· read and write reviews of sports products

· understand and use some of the vocabulary used in product reviews

Time Needed
· 2 hours 40 minutes 
Learning/Teaching/Assessment Tasks/Activities
· In pairs or small groups, students discuss sports products from the consumer’s point of view and consider how we make purchase decisions

· They read reviews to learn their structure and content
· They do some research on a sports product
· They write a product review
Materials Required
· Handouts on “Sports Product Review”



Sports Product Review
Teacher’s Notes
These lessons follow on from the work on advertising. After seeing the matter from the manufacturers’ point of view, we now switch to the consumers’. The writing task is not demanding but the vocabulary needed might be. However, by this point in the module the students should have built up a store of words relating to the sports they are most interested in. 
The students need then to either have access to the Internet to look at some product options or time to do research on their own at home. 
Learning Activity 1

Speaking 

Teachers can take one of the items of sports equipment into the classroom and ask for a few quick answers as to what s/he should think about before buying one. Students can then exchange their own thoughts on this. The discussion can end with a sharing of ideas. For all the products, one expects to hear about price, strength and appearance. Those who know more about a particular sport may have extra ideas about features such as weight and materials. For sports shoes, extra considerations will be size and comfort. When it comes to what the potential purchaser should be aware of, things like size, age, strength and skill need to be mentioned as well as the acceptable price range and whether the consumer is fashion-conscious or not. 
The class should be led into realising the customer needs to:

· analyse her/his own needs

· understand what different products are available

· try to match the two

The topics of consumer help, advice, product reviews, etc. can then be introduced.
Learning Activity 2

Reading

Teachers should introduce the sample review about a tennis racquet and point out that the numbers to the left of the text refer to the paragraph numbers. Students identify the focus of each paragraph and write down the letters in the column to the right of the text.

Answers:

	1. a
	5. b

	2. b
	6. b

	3. b
	7. c

	4. b
	8. d


	Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students:

To help them with the vocabulary related to the parts of a racquet, e.g. head, butt, sweet spot, frame, shock dampener, consider showing the picture of a tennis racquet at the following site:

http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/choosing-a-tennis-racquet.html

You may also bring a tennis racquet to the classroom for illustration purposes.



Learning Activity 3

Reading

Students should read the review on the AC jersey and answer the questions that follow. 

Suggested answers:

1. 
a. We should consider the fabric used as well as its durability and design.


b. The writer considers the jersey timeless, soft, very well-ventilated, comfortable, highly durable 
  and well-priced.


c. Students’ own answer.
2. 
No, the writers start and end their reviews in different ways. The writer for the jersey review
starts and ends with a question for the reader to think about, while the writer for the racquet 
review begins with a brief introduction and ends with a strong recommendation.
Learning Activity 4

Writing

Teachers should assign the writing task whereby students: 

· choose a product they have bought, would like to buy, and/or are familiar with

· do some research in some sport shops or on the Internet

· take point form notes in the table provided

· draft a plan for their product review

· refer to the language notes provided

· write a product review

Sufficient time should be allowed for going over the language notes with students to make sure they have some vocabulary and language patterns for writing their review. The assessment criteria on the “Product Review Assessment Form” on the next page should be explained to students before they write, and the form can be used for giving feedback to students. 

Web Help
Below are some websites which students can browse before writing their review. The websites will give them some ideas on which product they can write about and what they can include.

http://footcare.ygoy.com/how-to-choose-a-sports-shoe/
http://www.shopping.com/xCH-sports_and_outdoors
http://bicyclesinc.com/index.cfm
http://www.roadrunnersports.com/rrs/content/content.jsp?contentId=200098
http://www.drpribut.com/sports/shoes.html
http://www.mysimon.com/9015-11034_8-43215110.html
http://www.pricerunner.co.uk/sp/football_boots.html
http://www.reviewcentre.com/products2244.html
http://www.reviewcentre.com/search.html?searchstring=tennis+rackets
	Product Review Assessment Form

Give feedback to your own and/or your classmate’s performance by circling the appropriate number under "Needs improvement", "Satisfactory" or "Good", and by completing the “Overall comments” section.



	
	Needs improvement
	Satisfactory
	Good

	Content
	
	
	

	· The information is relevant
	1
	2
	3

	· The information is interesting
	1
	2
	3

	Accuracy
	
	
	

	· Spelling is accurate
	1
	2
	3

	· Language structures and grammar are appropriately used
	1
	2
	3

	Organisation
	
	
	

	· The information is well-organised
	1
	2
	3

	Vocabulary
	
	
	

	· A range of vocabulary is appropriately used
	1
	2
	3

	· Some sports vocabulary is used
	1
	2
	3

	Style
	
	
	

	· Appropriate tone and register are adopted 
	1
	2
	3

	· The format of the writing is appropriate for a product review
	1
	2
	3

	Overall comments:




*This is a general list of feedback criteria. Teachers might like to adapt it for use in their own classroom.




































































































































































































































































































































































































T36

