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Objectives

Ɇ to introduce the optimising measures for senior secondary
English Language ;

Ɇ to discuss effective strategies for planning and implementing
the optimised senior secondary English Language curriculum
(e.g. integration of the Compulsory and Elective Parts,
promoting the academic and creative uses of English); and

Ɇ to explore effective ways to enhance studentsŅEnglishlearning
through making differentiation arrangements and planning
co- and extra-curricular activities holistically
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Part 1 
Effective Strategies for Planning and Implementing the 

Optimised Senior Secondary English Language Curriculum



Measures to Optimise Senior Secondary English 
Language Curriculum ŀIn A Nutshell
Curriculum

ɆAdjust the lesson time according to that suggested in the Curriculum 
and Assessment Guide (2021)

ɆIntegrate the Elective Part into the Compulsory Part 

ɆOffer English -related elective subject and Applied Learning courses

ɆPromote academic and creative uses of English 

Assessment

ɆRefine the writing paper by reducing the number of questions and 
delinking it from the Elective Part

ɆStreamline the SBAby allowing flexibility in the number of texts to be 
read and viewed and delinking it from the Elective Part 



Review of 
School 

Curriculum
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Optimisation
of the Four 

Core Subjects 

Optimisation
of Elective 
Subjects 

Guiding Principles: 
Catering for learner diversity (in terms of interests, abilities and needs) 
and creating room and opportunities for students to: 
- take an additional elective subject or ApL course
- engage in remedial/enrichment programmes
- participate more actively in OLE/LWL/co -/cross -curricular activities

Holistic school curriculum 
planning

Reallocation of lesson time, flexible 
time -tabling & regrouping of 

students 



Suggested Time Allocation for the Senior Secondary Curriculum 
(Effective from S4 in the 2021/22 school year)

Source: Supplementary Notes to the Secondary Education Curriculum Guide (2017) (Published in June 2021 ) 

English Language 
accounts for
10.5% ŀ13% of the 
total lesson time for 
the senior secondary 
curriculum



Tips for Packing

Review School-based Curriculum Plan School-based Curriculum

üVertical Curriculum
(Knowledge and skills to be learnt  
across different year levels)

üHorizontal Curriculum
(Knowledge & skills to be learnt 
throughout the same year level) 

Compulsory Part +Learning Elements 



Integration of the Elective Part into the Compulsory Part 

Reviewthe learning and teaching elements of the existing school-based 
English Language curriculum

Identify learning  elements in elective modules (no longer limited to 2-3 
elective modules) that suit the interests/needs of students or 
complement OLE/LWL/co-curricular activities

Mapthe elements of elective modules to the Compulsory Part ofthe
school-basedSeniorSecondaryEnglish Language curriculum

Adjust the breadth and depth of learning and teaching

Curriculum 
restructuring

Effective 
task design



1) Using the Learning Elements as Extension
and Enrichment Components

A school-basedlife-planning
education programme
Ȱ2ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÊÏÂȱ

Å Understand the dynamics 
of an interview and how to 
prepare for one

Å Demonstrate oral English 
skills in a job interview

A job fair  

Workshop on 
analysingjob 

advertisements

Workshop on 
writing an 

application letter 
and a CV 

Workshop on job 
interview etiquette 

2 lessons 4 lessons 2 lessons

Activity: Having a mock job 
interview

An extension 
activity on 

Careers Day



2) Creating an Integrated Learning Programme/Module

Social 
Issues

Analyse issues, 
identify and 

define problems, 
consider related 
factors, justify 

views/arguments 
and draw 

conclusions

Debating

Teaching of common and 
transferable skills 

Links to OLE and LWL 
activities



Short 
stories

Techniques and 
language for 

setting,
plot development,
characterisation,

narration and
themes 

- Drama
- Film and 
film review 
in Popular
Culture

Teaching of common and 
transferable skills 

Links to OLE and LWL 
activities

2) Creating an Integrated Learning Programme/Module
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SS Curriculum: - 4 language skills
- grammar
- learning elements from elective modules 
- creative and academic uses of English

Review School -based Curriculum ŀ
Vertical Curriculum Planning

JS Curriculum:  - 4 language skills
- grammar
- language arts 
- RaC/ LaC
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Importance of Enabling Skills 
Enabling skills are essential skills that help students learn to learn. They 
ȰÅÎÁÂÌÅȱ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ɉÂÏÔÈ ÌÉÎÇÕÉÓÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ 
cognitive) in their learning.  Some important enabling skills include:

1. Phonics skills : essential skills for spelling, speaking and listening

2. Vocabulary building skills : essential skills for working out word meaning, 
spelling and reading 

3. Paraphrasing and summarising skills: essential skills for academic 
studies, reading and writing 

4. Elaboration skills : essential skills for writing and speaking 
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Synthesising Ideas and Paraphrasing Skills

My teacher is happy with my  

__________________________________________.
I got 30 marks for the English test last time.

I got 80 marks for the English test this time.

improvement / achievement / progress .

X My teacher is happy with my from 30 

marks to 80 marks.

Example 1

Example 2

I could only run 1km before I started 
training for running.

After training for 6 months, I could finish a 
half-marathon in 3 hours .

I am satisfied with my

__________________________________________.improvement / achievement / progress . 

X I am satisfied with my from only 1km 
to a half -marathon in 3 hours .
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Summarising Skills 

Summary:

The social distancing measures are effective 
in combating COVID -19. 

Original Text :

The social distancing measures, including
the closure of cafes, restaurants, gyms and
entertainment venues and compulsory use of
masks in public areas, are effective in
combating COVID -19, which has become
widespread in the world .

Original Text:

Beef, pork and lamb are rich in protein.

Summary:

Meat is rich in protein . / Meats are rich in 
protein. 

Removing unimportant details 

Providing a general term to cover specific terms  

Example 1 

Example 2



Connecting Different Text Types

Examples of Text Types for Key Stages 1 ɀ4 (P1 ɀS6)

What similarities can you 
identify in these two text types?



Format vs. Purpose/Feature

Letters to the Editor Speeches 

Purpose(s) of Text

Å to express opinions

Å to give suggestions

Å to call to action 

Language Feature(s) / 
Item(s)

Å to express opinions

- e.g. desirable, crucial

Å to give suggestions

- modals, verbs/phrases to make suggestions (e.g. 

suggest, what about é?)

Å to call to action 

- language to create urgency (e.g. imperatives, 

conditionals)

Å can be more formal Å can be less formal



Q4.  You work for the Park Hotel in Hong Kong. You would like to apply for a work transfer to the Shanghai branch of  the 
hotel.

Å Write a letter to MrWong, your manager.
Å Highlight your work experience, why you would like to transfer and how your transfer will benefit the organisation.  

2020 HKDSE Paper 2 (Writing) Part B

Q5. Somepeoplethink that the InternationalOlympic Committee (IOC)shouldincludea greater variety of sports in
the Olympic Games. However,for a sport to be considereda new Olympic event, it must meet the following
criteria: 1) appealto youngpeople; 2) promotegenderequality; 3) attract mediacoverage.

The IOC is inviting the public to suggestsports to be included in future Olympics. You would like to propose
DragonBoatRacing.

Å Write a letter to the President of the IOC.
Å Give reasons to support your opinion.  

Q6. To raisepublicawarenessof healthyeating,somecountriesnow legallyrequirefood manufacturersto put warning
labelson foodsthat arehigh in sugar,saturatedfat andsalt.

Å Write an argumentative essay.
Å !ÒÇÕÅ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ /2 ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄ ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÌÁÂÅÌÓ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÈÁÂÉÔÓȢ  

(Debating) 

(Sports Communication) 

(Workplace Communication) 



Differentiation Programmes



What Can We Do With the Time and Space Created?

Offering English-related elective subject (Literature in 
English)and Applied Learning courses  (e.g. Vocational 

English, Translation Studies, English for Creative 
Communication) 

Devising short customised pull-out enrichment/remedial 
programmes

Organising diversified activities to provide opportunities 
for using English e.g. OLE/LWL/co-/cross-curricular 

activities
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What Should We Consider When Planning for the Differentiation Measures ?

What are studentsŅ 
interests, abilities, 

needs & career 
aspirations ? How 
are they different?

Do students 
have a wider 

subject 
choice ? 

Is a flexible timetable 

adopted to facilitate 

regrouping of students 

in the same year level?

Are we making 
flexible use of 
learning time 
during and 

outside school  
hours?

What is the 
school 

context ? 



Part 2 
Infusing Elements of Academic and Creative Uses of 

English into Daily Teaching



Purposes of Learning and Teaching Academic Use of English

When do students need academic English? 

Åattending lessons, lectures and seminars

Åreading and understanding study materials of other subjects

Ådoing assignments and assessments of other subjects

What is/are the purpose(s) of promoting academic use of English?

Åto prepare students for further studies

Åto support students in learning other subjects through English



Characteristics of Academic Texts

Formal Objective

Technical Precise



Academic 
vocabulary

The passive 
voice

Nominalisation

Hedging  
words

Complex 
sentences

Cohesive 
devices

Language Features to 
Achieve an Academic Style



Formal words 

Wordsthat are less often used in daily casual 
conversations
e.g. observeĄwatch

identifyĄ find

Scientiststry to find the root causeof the pandemic.
Ą

Scientiststry to identify the root causeof the pandemic.

Subject-specific words 
and 

technical terms

7ÏÒÄÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȣ
Åare crucial to understanding the content of the subject

(e.g.photosynthesis, carnivore, isthmus); and 
Åoften appear in information texts and textbooks. 

Academic Vocabulary



Academic Vocabulary ŀ
verbs for instruction and presentation of ideas

Statement

Åstate

Ådeclare

Åobserve

Åreport

Åpoint out

Description & 

Explanation

Ådescribe

Ådepict

Ådefine

Åillustrate

Ådemonstrate

Åexplain

Ådiscuss

Åexamine

Åaccount for

View

Åbelieve

Åsuggest

Åclaim

Åopine

Åexpress

Analysis

Åanalyse

Åconsider

Åexamine

Åevaluate

Åjustify 

Argument

Åargue

Åcontend

Årefute

Åinsist

Åassert 



Academic Vocabulary ŀ
prefixes and suffixes

Prefixes Meanings Examples

semi- half semi-circle, semiconscious 

uni- / mono- one uniformity, monopoly

bi- / di- / du- two / double bipolar, dioxide, duplicate

tri - three triplicate, tripod

quadri- / quadru- four quadrilateral, quadruple

multi - / poly- many multi-purpose, polygon

pre- before prehistory, premature

post- after post-glacial, post-war

trans- across / through transnational, transplant

over- above / too much overgrazing, overestimate

under- below / not enough undergrowth, underestimate

inter- between / across interpersonal, international

intra- within / inside intrapersonal, intramuscular 

Suffixes Meanings Examples

-able having the ability to sustainable, inflammable

-less without stainless, weightless

-ive / -ous/ -ic
having the nature 

and quality of

addictive, corrosive, 

poisonous, infectious, acidic, 

carcinogenic

-ant / -ent / -eer /      

-er / -ee / -or (ess) /   

-ian / -ist

a person

consultant, resident, 

engineer, employer, 

employee, governor (ess) , 

historian, economist

-ance/ -ence/ -cy /  

-ness / -ment

quality/ state of 

being

dominance, convergence, 

deficiency, competitiveness, 

enhancement

-ity degree probability, elasticity

-ism
belief/ system/ 

practice

Darwinism, mechanism, 

terrorism



When do you teach students about the needs to use
nouns/nounphrasesin the curriculum?

Ɇgerunds 

Ɇdespite / in spite of

Ɇbecause of / due to / owing to / in view of

Nominalisation



Nominalisation

Compare these sentences:

ɆCooking refers to the transfer of heat from a heat source to the food .

ɆThe cooking of rice involves both a physical and chemical change

ɆThe cooking of Italy is very regionally diverse because until its

unification in 1870, Italy was divided into many separate states.



Why is the use of nouns and noun phrases common in
academictexts?
Ɇobscure context and agency

Ɇturn action into more abstract forms (e.g. facts, processes, concepts, ideas, 
possibilities) 

Ɇcreative a more formal impersonal tone

Nominalisation

Underweight people can eat more 
protein and carbohydratesto gain 
weight.

A higher intake of protein and 
carbohydrateshelps underweight people 
to gain weight.

Obsolete information should be 
removedfrom the website to keep 
it up to date.

Removal of obsolete informationis 
needed to keep the website up to date.



Hedging



The Passive Voice 

Thoughts from you:

Express your views:

How can I build on the foundational grammar knowledge to help SS 
students master the use of the passive voice in academic contexts? 



Complex Sentences

A 
complex 
sentence

A main 
clause

(A) 
subordinate 

clause(s)

Subordinate clauses:
1. Relative clause: A nurse is a professional who cares for 

sick people. 

2. Noun clause: Astronomers believe that there are 
billions of galaxies.

3. Adverbial clause:Players tend to be more aggressive 
even when they are not playing video 
games.



Cohesive Devices

Åconnectives/conjunctions
Åsignposting words
Åtransition/linking words
Ådiscourse markers

They:
ü indicate the change and 

development of ideas
within and across
sentences , paragraphs
and text

ü enhance logical flow of 
text



How to Promote Academic Use of English and Implement it 

Language 
across the 
Curriculum 

(LaC)

Reading 
across the 
Curriculum 

(RaC)

Co-
curricular or 

life -wide 
learning 
activities

Other 
Learning 

Experiences 
(OLE)

School  
contexts

Time/schedule

Subject choice
StudentsŪ 

needs
Collaboration and 

communication with other 
departments/committees



2021 Reading Paper Part B2 Q57

What to do in English Language Č Identify Generic Skills Common to Subjects

Flow chart of Photosynthesis  

e.g. Reorganising and presenting 
ideas and information in the 
form of tables and charts



e.g. 
Describing 
statistics 
and trends



e.g. Writing comparisons



What is Creativity?  

Creativity brings in changes or transformations and is manifested in new ideas, 
acts or products .

(A73, English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 ŀSecondary 6) )

Ånovelty and innovation

Å think out of the box

Must students create or invent something new?

e.g. writing a poem or short story
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Demystifying Creativity   

Transformationɀrefreshing change  

(new perspective/presentation)
Re-create old things to add a breath of freshness and break conventions

Inventionɀimaginative ideas + practical know-how

Come up with new ideas and present them in original ways

Discoveryɀnew knowledge and understanding (awareness & sensitivity)

Realiseor find out something unnoticed before
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Promoting Creative Use of Language in Senior Secondary English 
Language Classroom 

Example of Activities

Discovery
Close reading and textual analysis
(comprehension to appreciation)

Å Read texts (e.g. a poem, an advertisement, a flyer) to discuss the themes and 
give personal responses (e.g. choose the most powerful line / impressive part).

Å Analyse how words(e.g. sensory language, rhyming words, pun) and literary 
techniques(e.g. symbolism) are used to convey meaning and create effects. 

Transformation
Adaptation into another form 
Rewriting of existing texts
(re-creation and re-presentation)

Å Turn an extract from a novel / short-story into a script / conversation.
Å Draw a picture on a poem.  
Å Rewrite the lyrics to present another theme.
Å Create a parody of an existing text.
Å Change a part of the story (add a new character,  give a new ending).
Å Re-write a story using another point of view / narrative voice / plot sequence.

Invention
Generation of ideas and 
presentation in engaging ways
(production of written and multi-
modal texts) 

Å Brainstorm ideas and select quality ones to develop.
Å Learn and practiseusing different writing techniques in focused ways.
Å Edit writing to polish language, add variety and achieve effects.
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What to do in the Senior Secondary English Language Classroom

ÅEncourage students to play and experiment with the language

(fun and risk taking VS. rules and accuracy)

ÅHelp students see things and present ideas from fresh perspectives  

(developing thinking and language skills )

ÅDesign learning activities to heighten awareness and sensitivity to 
creative use of language and provide opportunities for application

Explicit teaching and focused practice of writing techniques

Limited rules can produce unlimited sentences ŀChomsky

44



Common Techniques in Creative Writing

Narrative Techniques (Fictional narratives) Literary Devices 

ÅCharacterisation (e.g. round or flat 
characters, portrayal of their look, 
thoughts, speech and actions)

ÅUse of setting
ÅDialogue
ÅNarrative perspectives and point of view 

(e.g. 1st or 3 rd person)
ÅPlot development (e.g. conflict, climax)
ÅNarrative sequence (e.g. foreshadowing, 

flashback and flashforward )
ÅStrategies for opening (e.g. into the 

middle or from the end of the event) and 
closing (e.g. resolution, twist, enigma, cliff -
hanger)

ÅImagery (vivid & sensory descriptions)
ÅSimiles and metaphors
ÅPersonification
ÅSymbolism
ÅContrast
ÅRepetition of words / sentence 

structures (e.g. parallel structure)
ÅPun
ÅRepetition of sounds (e.g. alliteration, 

assonance, rhyming words)
ÅRhythm (patterns of intonation and 

stress)
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What writing techniques and creative language can be taught in a focused way 
through these writing topics?

Explicit Teaching of Writing Skills and Techniques



S-T-E-A-L Characterisation







Vivid Descriptions 
powerful adjectives & sensory language to appeal to our senses
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Senses Example

Sight There I saw mybrother step out of a fiery red convertibleand 
walked into the classy hotel with white pillars and glowing 
chandeliers.
He wore a stylish slim-fit suit in smoky grey, looking sleek 
and smart.

Sound Vroom!His car sped past meand vanished around the corner 
of the street.

Taste 3ÅÅÉÎÇ ÈÏ× ×ÅÌÌ ÍÙ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÏÉÎÇȟ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ
help feelingsourand bitter with envy.

Touch My brother was clean-shavenand his hair was slickedback
with gel, looking as smoothas an egg tart.
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Sensory Language
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