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Purposes of Providing Vocational English ApL(VocE) 
for our Students

21-23  1st cohort 

22-24  2nd cohort

To strengthen 
students' English 

foundation

To help prepare 
students for their 
future studies and 

career development

To provide an option 
for students who are 
still in search of their 

goals

To cater for students’ different 

interests, abilities and aspirations



©  CALFSS 2022

Why do students choose this course?

I want to do business in the future, and I want to learn some business English.

I want to speak better English so that I can travel to different places.

I want to improve my English so that I can do better in my DSE exams.

I like drama. I want to be a famous actor in the future. So, I want to speak English well.

I don't like the other options. So I chose vocational English.
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1. Selection of a Service Provider

VENUE

ON-SITE SERVICE 

VS OFF-SITE 

SERVICE

CURRICULUM

COURSE CONTENT

ASSESSMENT SCHEME

L & T ACTIVITIES

TIMETABLE

WITHIN THE SCHOOL 

TIMETABLE VS NOT 

WITHIN THE SCHOOL 

TIMETABLE

SCHOOL DAYS VS THE 

WEEKENDS

FIXED TIMETABLE VS 

CUSTOMIZED 

TIMETABLE

STUDENT SUPPORT

ONSITE  SUPPORT VS  

REMOTE SUPPORT

Considerations for Providing ApL(VocE) 



INCLUDE 
VOCATIONAL

ENGLISH
IN THE 

SCHOOL 
TIMETABLE

+ Post-exam 

Period

2. Timetabling
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SCHOOL-
BASED 

TIMETABLE
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Collaborating with the 

Career Guidance Committee

Role of English Teacher –

Coordinator
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Subject Selection Support to Parents and Students 
(2022/23)

Stage 1

Oct – Nov (2022)
Class period: Sharing and discussions

Stage 2

Mar - May (2023)
Subject Selection Talk (For parents and students)
Taster Program
Small counselling groups

Stage 3

May (2023)
X3 Interviews
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Stage 1 (Oct – Nov 2022)
 Discussions and sharing 

during a Class Period

 Using “Finding Your 
Colours of Life” from the 
HKACMGM as a guide to 
self-understanding

Subject Selection Support to Parents and Students
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Stage 2 (Mar-May 2023)
 Subject Selection Talk

(for parents and students)

 Whole-day Taster Program
for all elective subjects

 Small-group counselling
(1 teacher + 6 students in a
group)

Subject Selection Support to Parents and Students
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Stage 3 (May 2023)

X3 Elective Subject Interviews
(ENG teacher interviews ApL(VocE) applicants)

Subject Selection Support to Parents and Students

Note: The deadline for submitting the confirmed 
student list varies from institute to institute.
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1) Student’s preference

2) Student’s ENG subject
performance

3) ENG teacher’s comment

4) Interview performance

Subject Selection Criteria - ApL(VocE)



Role of English Teacher – Coordinator

Communicating with the course provider/lecturer to 

ensure that students’ learning needs are catered for



English 
Language 

Curriculum
ApL(VocE)

Daily life/ 
Future 
career

Help them relate what 

they are learning to 

their daily lives or 

their future careers

Help them understand 

the relevance and 

importance of the 

course

Role of English Teacher – Student Support

Giving students 

encouragement
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• Distributing the HKUSPACE materials to students

• Ensuring all equipment and devices are ready

• Giving students any reminders

• Taking the attendance

• Conducting friendly, informal check-up rounds

• Communicating with the lecturer and assess 

students' learning progress

• Following up on any students' needs

Role of English Teacher – Logistics
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Challenges and Solutions
- students’ participation

e.g subject drop request    
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Students’ Performance
e.g. - their attendance rates

- their performance in the VocE course
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Tips for running ApL(VocE)

1. To help students make informed decision, 
we ensure that:

 students understand the ApL(VocE) 
qualification

 students know the difference between the 
English Curriculum (Core) and ApL(VocE) 

 students understand that they will have to 
fulfil the learning hours requirements (80 
hours in S4, 100 hours in S5). Therefore, they 
may have to do longer lessons than other 
students or they may have to do lessons on 
non-school days.

2. To collaborate with the Career Guidance
Committee in supporting students before
and during the course.


