
Phonics Teaching Series - (1) 
Enhancing Teachers’ 
Knowledge and Skills in 
Teaching and Developing 
Resources for Phonics at 
Primary Level



The Alphabetic Code

complex or 

advanced 

code

Advanced Phonics ~ 

150 LSCs / codes. 
E.g., Magic ‘e’ –

Alternative Spellings.

Basic Phonics ~ 

50 LSCs / codes. 
E.g., ‘sh’ for /sh/.

simple 

code Alternative Spellings, e.g., 

‘ch’, ‘ti’, ‘ci’, ‘ssi’ for /sh/.
Alternative Pronunciations,

e.g., ‘ch’ for /ch/ in ‘chin’, 

/sh/ in ‘machine’, /k/ in 

‘school’.

Silent Letters, e.g., silent ‘k’ 

in ‘knit, kneel, knight’.



Phonics Roadmap

Phonics teaching

 systematic

 generative

 accumulative 

Common Exception 
Words



Teaching and Learning the Complex Code



Curriculum Planning

Phonics is an integrated rather than a 

standalone part of English Language learning.

Phonics should be taught in context.

Reading Workshops
E.g., PLPRW/Space 

Town/DTS/School-based 
reading workshop

CDC English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - 6) 2004 p.98

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/primary%201_6.pdf

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/primary%201_6.pdf


‘Teaching Phonics at Primary Level’

‘Teaching Phonics at Primary Level’ p.13



General English Textbook-Linked Curriculums

Textbooks that 

adhere to the 

theme of the 

reading text

Textbooks that 

follow a 

systematic 

Phonics 

progression and 

adhere to the 

theme of the 

reading text



Panel / teachers use Roadmap / 
‘Teaching Phonics at Primary Level’ 

to check all Phonics sections

Supplement those that 
require prior teaching

Amend those that require 
adjustments

Team decides when / what / how to 
teach the Phonics sections

Integrating Phonics into Textbooks that adhere to the 

theme of the reading text



Panel / teachers use Roadmap / 
‘Teaching Phonics at Primary 

Level’ to check all Phonics sections

Link Phonics knowledge to the 
reading text

Look for more examples 
from the text to support 
the Phonics knowledge

Look for Phonics 
knowledge of the 

same level from the 
text 

Make use of the original 
suggested methods / activities to 

teach and practise these 
additional items

Integrating Phonics into Textbooks that follow a systematic 

Phonics progression and adhere to the theme of the reading text



Phonics Activities –
Demonstration and Practices



Planning

Implementation

Evaluation



1. Find the genre and Phonics from the Contents Page.

2. Go over the text to analyse the features of the genre and the Phonics.

3. Reread the text –

a. To decide how to support the Phonics with examples from the text or 

other sources, e.g., Reading Workshops, readers, websites. 

b. To consider if other Phonics of the same level can be taught.

4. Decide what, when* and how to teach the Phonics in a GE lesson and 

design level-appropriate activities to practise and consolidate the 

Phonics. *Pre- While- Post-reading Stages*



Implementation

Evaluation

• Discuss potential challenges SS may face and ways to further 

consolidate previously learnt Phonics.



KS1 Demo - ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ 

from ‘Let’s Experience and Appreciate Drama’ (LEAD), Adaptations of Classic Stories -

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LEAD/LEAD.html

'The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff’, Script, pp.4-6

Introduction and Scene 1



KS1 Demo – ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ - Planning

1. Find the genre and Phonics 
from the Contents Page.

A play

2. Go over the text to analyse the 
features of the genre and the 
Phonics.

level – KS1
genre – A play adapted from a classic story with 3 scenes. The 
4 main characters are the three Billy Goats Gruff – Little Billy 
Goat Gruff (LBG), Middle Billy Goat Gruff (MBG) and Big Billy 
Goat Gruff (BBG), and the Mean Old Giant (MOG).

3. Reread the text -
a. To decide how to support 

the Phonics with examples 
from the text or other 
sources, e.g., Reading 
Workshops, readers, 
websites. 

b. To consider if other 
Phonics of the same level 
can be taught.

The script is full of examples to support various Phonics 
features: Title and Scene 1

 LSCs – g for /g/; w for /w/; b for /b/; th for /θ/; m for 

/m/

 Initial Consonant Cluster – gr for /gr/
 Onomatopoeia – ‘trip-trap’

 Alternative Pronunciation – g for /dʒ/ in ‘giant’ (the soft ‘g’)
 Syllables and Suffixes – ‘green-greener-greenest’



4. Decide what, when and how to teach the Phonics in a GE lesson and design level-appropriate 
activities to practise and consolidate the Phonics: Pre- While- Post-reading Stages

Pre-reading

Decide on an LSC and introduce it using ‘What’s the 
sound?’# by reading a short text and deliberately 
missing saying the target sound for the class to notice. 

E.g., miss saying the g for /g/ sound in the first 
dialogue between the LBG, MBG, and BBG in Scene 1.

Other pre-reading activities:
 Introduce the target LSC using ‘Roll 

Call’.
 Get SS to practise some previously 

covered LSCs using ‘Phonics Bingo’.

While-reading

Get SS to practise saying the key dialogues using 
different expressions to show the nature of the main 
characters, e.g., the LBG is weak, the Mean Old Giant 
is mean.
SS can also roleplay the characters for the class to 
guess.

Other while-reading activities:
 Get SS to hunt for other Phonics 

items in the text such as initial 
consonant clusters.

 Get SS to listen and clap the target 
Phonics item, e.g., a consonant 
cluster, an LSC.

KS1 Demo – ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ - Planning



Post-reading

Come up with a new ending for the play. Tell SS that 
the three Billy Goats Gruff have set a challenge for 
the class - anyone who wants to cross the bridge must 
say a tongue twister now. Give an example tongue 
twister for the class to try, e.g., ‘The green, grumpy, 
granny goat goes to the grassy ground’.
Get groups of SS to create their own tongue twisters. 
Choose an LSC or consonant cluster that matches the 
ability of the SS. Provide SS with word banks if 
necessary. 
The finished tongue twisters can be added to the play 
as part of a new ending.

Other post-reading activities:
 Get SS to practise previously 

covered Phonics items using Phonics 
Wheel / Slides.

 Get SS to practise previously 
covered Phonics items using ‘Slap 
the board’.

 Guide SS to make Word Walls using
different patterns or artworks*.

KS1 Demo – ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ - Planning



Implementation

Evaluation

• Discuss potential challenges SS may face and ways to further 

consolidate previously learnt Phonics.



KS2 Demo - ‘Lively Lou and Lazy Lynn’ 

from ‘Let’s Experience and Appreciate Poetry’ (LEAP), Key Stage 2, produced by CDI



1. Find the genre and Phonics

from the Contents Page.
A poem

2. Go over the text to analyse

the features of the genre

and the Phonics.

level – KS2
genre – A poem about relationships with 22 lines. The 2 main characters are twin
sisters Lively Lou and Lazy Lynn.

3. Reread the text -
a. To decide how to 

support the Phonics 
with examples from 
the text or other 
sources, e.g., Reading 
Workshops, readers, 
websites. 

b. To consider if other 
Phonics of the same 
level can be taught.

The poem is full of examples to support various Phonics features: 
LSCs – l for /l/; c for /k/; and w and the Common Exception Word ‘one’ for /w/.
Rhymes – /-In/ in ‘Lynn-twin-in-din-grin-sin’; /-es/ in ‘mess-dress’; /ʃən/ in 
‘confusion-illusion’.
Pronunciations of simple past tense verbs ending in ‘-ed’:

KS2 Demo – ‘Lively Lou and Lazy Lynn’ - Planning

pronunciations
examples from 

the text
other possible examples

for verbs ending in an unvoiced consonant 

sound, ‘-ed’ makes the sound /t/
‘liked’

looked, hopped, cooked, 

kicked, danced

for verbs ending in a vowel sound or a 

voiced consonant sound, ‘-ed’ makes the 

sound /d/

‘stayed’
smiled, grinned, played, 

called, cried

for verbs ending in a /t/ or a /d/, ‘-ed’ 

becomes an additional syllable and makes 

the sound /Id/ 

change 

‘commit’ to 

‘committed’

added, divided, needed; 

shouted, started, visited



4. Decide what, when* and how to teach the Phonics in a GE lesson and design level-appropriate activities to practise and consolidate the

Phonics: Pre- While- Post-reading Stages

Pre-reading

Tell the class that you have got two girl cousins – Lively Lou and
Lazy Lynn. Show SS their pictures and ask if they can notice
anything special about the two sisters – they look alike and are
identical twins.
Use the following question prompts to guide SS to find out more
about the sisters when they were young: Who stayed in most of
the time? Who liked jam? Who committed some little sins? Note
down students’ answers on the board like this:
‘Lazy Lynn stayed in most of the time.’
‘Lively Lou liked jam.’
‘Lively Lou committed some little sins.’
Get SS to read and listen to the poem to check their predictions
and enjoy the poem.

Other pre-reading activities:

 Give SS a finished word sort

categorising the three

different ways to pronounce

simple past verbs with ‘-ed’

endings. Highlight the

graphemes of the ending

sound and introduce SS to

or remind them about vowel

sounds, unvoiced and voiced

consonant sounds. Guide SS

to discover the rules to

pronounce these endings.

KS2 Demo – ‘Lively Lou and Lazy Lynn’ - Planning



While-reading

Tell SS that you have bought a chat bot and used it to
read a few lines of the poem for the class. Pre-record a
few lines of the poem by mispronouncing# the ‘-ed’
endings with exaggeration –
‘Lively Lou and Lazy Lynn

One went out and the other stay/t/ in

One like/d/ jam and the other like/d/ cheese

Who was it that commi/dId/ /tId/ a little sin?’
Get SS to have a laugh and to correct the
mispronunciations of the chat bot.
Guide SS to discover the rules to pronounce the ‘-ed’
endings.

Other while-reading activities:

 Give or elicit more simple past
tense verbs ending in ‘-ed’ from
SS. Get SS to put these words
under the correct category
according to their pronunciations.

 Get SS to read the poem with
expressions.

 Get SS to roleplay Lively Lou and
Lazy Lynn by changing ‘one’ to ‘I’.

KS2 Demo – ‘Lively Lou and Lazy Lynn’ - Planning



Post-reading

Give or elicit additional simple past tense

verbs ending in ‘-ed’ from SS. Get groups

of SS to make use of these additional

verbs to write an additional verse for

the poem.

Get SS to cross groups and read aloud

their peers’ creation. The rest of the

class can act as ‘little teachers’ and give

feedback on their peers’ performances.

Other post-reading activities:

 Guide SS to make Word Walls using different
patterns or artworks*.

 Get groups of SS to do a Writing Spree and
Speed-Reading to write out and read aloud as many
simple past tense verbs ending in ‘-ed’ as they can
in 2 minutes.

 Get SS to make use of the simple past tense verbs
ending in ‘-ed’ to write a short paragraph, story,
poem, chant, tongue twister etc. as homework. Put
SS in groups and get them to take turns to read
out their peer’s creation in the following lesson.

KS2 Demo – ‘Lively Lou and Lazy Lynn’ - Planning



Implementation

Evaluation

• Discuss potential challenges SS may face and ways to further 

consolidate previously learnt Phonics.



Phonics Teaching 
Ideas + Resources

manageable, 
adaptable, 
extendable, 

and recyclable 
to Ts

multisensory 
and 

motivating to 
SS 



Teaching Phonics at Primary Level (2017), 

accessible via http://www.edb.gov.hk/Phonics_Pri_2017

http://www.edb.gov.hk/Phonics_Pri_2017


Dos and Don’ts


