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An Overview of the Six-hour Workshop: 
Creating Vlog Introductions (First 3 hours)
Theoretical Foundations
What are the key theoretical foundations supporting this workshop, such as 
the importance of creativity, freedom and constraints in task designs

Preparing to Teach Vlogs
Analyse Vlog language features (e.g., vocabulary, sentence patterns) and create 
teaching materials with authentic input using various e-resources

Essentials of Vlog Introductions
What considerations should be made when selecting, adapting, and using e-
resources to suit students’ diverse interests?

Hands-on Activities
Design lessons using e-resources to teach vlog introductions (e.g., annotate 
transcripts, research attractions).



An Overview of the Six-hour Workshop: 
Creating Vlog Bodies (Second 3 hours)
Vlog Body: Integrating Cultural Insights
Use tools to research and narrate cultural insights (e.g., traditions of Stanley 
Market) in vlog scripts.

Interactive Cultural Map
Explore e-resources like Interactive Map and MagicSchool to research 
cultural topics and improve script quality.

Creating Visuals and Video Production
What tools can facilitate sharing and engaging with a wider audience, and how 
can they promote authentic communication and global collaboration?

Hands-on Activities
Design lessons to teach Vlog body creation (e.g., drafting scripts using AI tools, 
editing videos in Canva).



Creative Language Use (English Language Education Key 
Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - Secondary 6) 2017)



Freedom and Constraint (Tin, 2012)

Tin, T. B. (2012). Freedom, constraints and creativity in language learning tasks: new task 

features. Innovation in Language Learning and Teaching, 6(2), 177–186.

Combinational Thinking: 

Combining known ideas to create 

new meanings.

Exploratory thinking

Investigating new language 

forms

Transformative Thinking: 

Expressing new concepts

Impose New Goals

Describe the Invisible and 

Unknown

Limit Choices

Focusing on Meaning Rather 

Than Form

Students  describe 
Stanley Market in 3 

sentences, using 
combinational 

thinking to blend 
known phrases 

(“bustling market”) 
with new ones (“a 
cultural treasure 

trove”).



The Learning Outcomes (English Language Education Key 
Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - Secondary 6) 2017)



Discussion

• Do you find using specific types of e-resources increases students’ 

intrinsic motivation and willingness to take risk with their English use?

• Do you believe allowing freedom or adding constraints is more 

beneficial for students’ development of creativity in a language 

classroom? Share your example!

• What are some challenges you face in implementing creative 

pedagogies in the classroom? (e.g., time constraints, curriculum 

requirements, access to resources)



Lesson Preparation

Creating a Travel Vlog 



Preparing to Teach Travel Vlogs – Key Steps & Tools

Research and Production Planning e-Resources involved

Common Vocabulary Usage:

Identify Vlog-specific words and phrases that are effective and 

appropriate for this text type.

Linguistic Analysis of Sentences:

Identify common sentence patterns and structures to enrich linguistic 

preparation.

Activity Design:

Teachers create in-class activities that scaffold learning, promoting 

student interaction and creativity. 

Platform Setup and App Selection:

Teachers set up platforms and select appropriate apps for vlog 

production.

Research Planning:

Based on peer feedback, teachers encourage students to write notes for 

conducting additional research on the chosen cultural topic to deepen 

understanding.

Export Closed Captions: 

Demonstrate how to export closed captions from YouTube videos.

Linguistic Analysis and Keywords: 

Use NotebookLM and other corpus tools to create corpora.

Transcription Tools: 

Utilise tools like YouTube to Transcript, NoteGPT, or Descript for 

transcribing podcasts and self-created corpora.

AI Tools: 

Leverage ChatGPT-4o, Perplexity, and Claude-3.5-Sonnet for 

generating tailormade content and teaching materials.

Spaced Repetition: 

Create Anki flashcards for effective learning.



Lesson Preparation for making Travel Vlogs

Genre Analysis
examining a type or style of writing / speaking in order to better understand 

the conventions, expectations, purpose, and target audience for that genre

Language features to identify:

• Word Frequency

• Collocations

• Keyness (genre-specific words)

• N-grams (phrases)

Corpus Analysis



Identify target language features

Use Antconc for 

data analysis

There is a better way to extract 

transcripts for usable data!
(more on that soon!)



Task 1

How would you search for common phrases 

in travel vlogs?

https://poe.com/s/bqVADGbY0uk12IRufgWF


Identify frequent language items

Persona: define your role / AI’s role

Context: provide relevant background information 

Task: specify what you want the AI to do

Format: indicate how you want the response presented



Identify frequent language items

Persona: define your role / AI’s role

Example:

“I am a Form 5 English language 

teacher preparing students for 

HKDSE exam who believes in 

developing autonomous learners 

through scaffolded practice and 

targeted feedback.”

Example:

“Act as a famous YouTube travel 

vlogger who has lived in Hong Kong 

for over 20 years, giving a workshop 

on making travel vlogs to senior 

secondary school students.”



Identify frequent language items

Context: provide relevant background information 

Student Information

Age / Form

English Proficiency level

Language background

Personality / learning styles

Curriculum Design

Learning Objectives

Syllabus / Scope

Assessment requirements

Practical Considerations

Class Size

Class Duration

Teaching Resources

Example:

“I teach a mixed-ability Form 5 ESL class 

where about 40% of students struggle 

with reading comprehension, particularly 

with inferential questions.”

Example:

“These materials will support preparation 

for Paper 2 Section B (writing) where 

students must demonstrate coherent 

argumentation and appropriate register.”

Example:

“The activity must be completed in two 

40-minute lessons which can be 

completed using only tablets or paper-

based materials.”



Identify frequent language items

Format: indicate how you want the response presented

Textual formatting

“highlight the listed target words in italics...”

“bold all changes you have made to the students’ draft”

Structural formatting

“... in 3 paragraphs, namely Problems, Solutions...”

“...with headings and page numbers labelled with”

Visual formatting

“... with a side-by-side comparison table”

“...in a three-column comparative table showing...” 

*Note: format ability depends on AI tools



Try it yourself! (1)

Scenario:

You want students to create a travel vlog for 

foreigners who are planning to visit Hong Kong. 

Craft a prompt that will help you identify the 

commonly used phrases in describing the street 

food and tourist attractions in Hong Kong. 



Identify frequent language items

Persona

Context

Task

Format

I am a secondary school English teacher aiming to identify high-frequency vocabulary 

in travel vlogs for Hong Kong to provide authentic input / design tasks for my 

secondary 4 students.

1. Identify at least 20 travel vlogs online and analyze their transcripts.

2. Compile a corpus based on these transcripts.

3. Review the created corpus and identify the 30 most frequent nouns and verbs in 

the form of a table.

Chain-of-thought (CoT) 

Prompting



Identify frequent language items

https://poe.com/s/IEvj7AsyqAkTF34N4kIP


Identify frequent language items

• real-time web search

• citations and sources

• multi-source comparison

Perplexity



Identify frequent language items

I am a secondary school English teacher aiming to identify high-

frequency vocabulary in travel vlogs for Hong Kong to provide 

authentic input / design tasks for my secondary 4 students. 

In order to compile a corpus of travel vlog transcripts, please 

suggest a list of 20 Youtube Videos that feature a vlog of a trip to 

Hong Kong.

https://www.perplexity.ai/search/i-am-a-secondary-school-englis-JnZeQANARxaUI5d.t6AqGg


Identify frequent language items

Transcription tools

https://youtubetotranscrip
t.com/

https://notegpt.io/

*Note: Transcriptions are rarely 100% 
accurate



Identify frequent language items Perplexity



Identify move structure

I am trying to identify the move structure for a vlog so that I can design 

authentic tasks for students to learn how to introduce tourist attractions 

in Hong Kong to foreigners. Analyze this YouTube Video 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcxobrrnL64) and its transcripts. 

Present the moves in the form of a table indicating what vloggers 

usually include in their video. Include 1-2 lines from the transcripts that 

reflects the function of the specific move.

Persona

Context

Task

Format

Perplexity

https://www.perplexity.ai/search/i-am-trying-to-identify-the-mo-qPHQlgeGS3ChkHd1I3mKHw


Identify move structure

• adapt depending on students' level

• Clear organization for writing vlog scripts

https://www.perplexity.ai/search/i-am-trying-to-identify-the-mo-qPHQlgeGS3ChkHd1I3mKHw
https://www.perplexity.ai/search/i-am-trying-to-identify-the-mo-qPHQlgeGS3ChkHd1I3mKHw


Try it yourself! (2)

Scenario:

The class is scheduled to travel to Hong Kong 

Disneyland as a field trip. They are required to 

produce a vlog describing their experience on 

at least two different rides.

You saw a YouTube Video (provided) that would 

be perfect for them to get a sense of what to do.

Craft a prompt that allows Perplexity to create 

cloze passage exercises for students for an in-

class listening activity.



Identify frequent language items

Review this YouTube video 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjwePL1Y_m8) where the 

Youtuber reviews a one-day experience in Hong Kong Disneyland.

Based on selected segments of the video, create three cloze passage 

exercises (100 words each) where students can train their listening by 

filling in the blanks while watching the video.

Pick segments that are rich in adjectives in describing the 

experience in taking a certain ride in Disneyland.

Persona

Context

Task

Format

https://www.perplexity.ai/search/review-this-youtube-video-http-vFkLbrk2QG6AD2MnMkiL_g


Identify frequent language items

• based on user-uploaded data

• up to 25 million words

• source citations

• audio overview feature



Identify frequent language items

Potential questions:

• What are the most common verbs / nouns?

• What are the “keywords” in this genre?

• What adjectives are used to describe HK cuisine?

• What expressions are used to indicate directions?

• What elements are involved in a travel vlog?



Identify frequent language items

Case 1

I am a secondary school English teacher aiming to 

identify high-frequency vocabulary in travel vlogs for 

Hong Kong to provide authentic input / design tasks 

for my secondary 4 students.

With reference to the sources:

Create a table with the following columns:

• top 10 common nouns

• top 10 common verbs

• top 10 fixed expressions

(ignore names of tourist attractions)

Any issue?

Are these helpful?



Identify frequent language items

Case 2

I am a secondary school English teacher aiming to 

identify high-frequency vocabulary in travel vlogs for 

Hong Kong to provide authentic input / design tasks 

for my secondary 4 students.

With reference to the sources:

Create a table with the following columns:

• top 10 common nouns

• top 10 common verbs

• top 10 fixed expressions

Any other 
issue?

Too simple?



Identify frequent language items

Case 2

These words might be too simple for 

secondary 4 students. Identify 10 

unusually frequent vocabulary items 

in this context compared to other 

genres.

Similar to the last enquiry, create a 

new table of required nouns, verbs, 

and expressions.



Identify frequent language items

Case 3

Present a table of 20 adjective phrases used 

in the sources used by the travel vlogger to

describe the food in Hong Kong: 

Column 1: the target phrase 

Column 2: an example sentence taken from 

the extract 

Please bold the target expression in the 

example sentence.

Beware of transcription errors!



Identify frequent language items

Case 4

Present a table of 20 fixed expressions in 

the sources used by the travel vlogger for 

navigation / direction: 

Column 1: the target phrase 

Column 2: an example sentence taken from 

the extract 

Please bold the target expression in the 

example sentence.



Generate tailor-made transcripts

Persona

Context

Task

Format

I am attempting to guide my secondary 4 students to create their own travel vlog for Hong 

Kong. As preparation for students, create a 5-min vlog script involving the following:

1.two tourist attractions introductions

2.a restaurant recommendation

3.travelling tips

4.cultural insights

5.[target words / phrases:] dim sum, cha chaan teng, foodie, ambiance, promenade, 

high-rise, hidden gem, cultural heritage, feast on, immerse in, haggle, savor, stumble 

upon, cram in, squeeze through



Generate tailor-made transcripts

https://poe.com/s/Esig49fL8bkijVMx8bjW


Generate tailor-made transcripts

Create lifelike speech!

Text-to-speech:

• select custom voices

• pick emotions

• adjust tone / speed

MiniMax 
Audio: 
Create 
lifelike 
speech



Try it yourself! (3)

2. Choose a voice

1. Upload the generated transcript

3. Click “Generate”

4. Adjust speed and pitch



Lesson Plan 1

Teaching Students 
the Essentials of a 
Vlog Introduction



Lesson Plan 1: Crafting Vlog Introductions (For Your Classroom)
Lesson Activities e-Resources involved

Pre-task

Listening: Watch a sample travel vlog to understand the sections and moves. 

Speaking: Discuss the elements that make the vlog effective, focusing on structure 

and language use. 

Reading: Analyze language features, including tone, storytelling elements, frequent 

use of pronouns, colloquial language, descriptive language, to understand how they 

contribute to the vlog's effectiveness. 

Research: Students join audio guided tours and conduct research about tourist 

attractions

YouTube/MiniMax

Google Arts & Culture (Talking Tours): An 

interactive AI audio guided tour of cultural sites.

InsertLearning: Scaffold text with questions, 

discussions, and media

Google Arts & Culture (Say What You See): Learn 

the art of descriptive writing and image prompting.

Task

Writing: Draft a script for the introduction of a travel vlog, following a structured format that 

includes a greeting, self-introduction, hook, and background information.

Speaking: Students rehearse their scripts with a virtual coach to enhance fluency, delivery, 

and confidence.

Filming and Editing: Students film their vlog with smartphones or webcams and use Canva 

for video editing and production.

Google Docs/Wordtune: Provide immediate 

feedback on students’ writing.

Rehearse with Coach: Provide real-time feedback on 

presentations.

Canva: Video editing and production

Post-task

Peer Evaluation: Watch peers' vlogs on YouTube and provide constructive feedback using 

a rubric to foster improvement and collaboration.

Reflection: Students complete an exit ticket to reflect on what they enjoyed, what 

challenges they faced, and what they have learned.

YouTube: Video sharing and peer comments

Socrative: Exit tickets for reflection and assessment



Lesson Plan 1

Pre-Task: Building 
Skills for Vlog 
Introductions





Listening Activity

• Activity: Watch a sample travel vlog

• Purpose: Help students understand the main sections 
of an effective travel vlog and the common moves in 
the introduction section (e.g., greeting, self-
introduction, hook, and background information)

• e-Resource: MiniMax Audio



Research Activity

e-Resource: Google Arts & Culture (Hong Kong)

Key features:
• An online platform with an impressive collection

of high-resolution images and videos of artworks,
stories, and cultural heritage from around the
world.

Activity: Conduct research on a tourist attraction 
Purpose: Help students collect relevant information 
for their travel vlogs







• Activity: Read scaffolded 
authentic online texts (e.g., 
travel blogs, articles about 
tourist destinations)

• Purpose: Help students identify 
language features used to 
describe travel experiences 

• e-Resource: InsertLearning

Reading Activity

Key features:

• available as a Chrome extension

• utilize authentic primary sources

• scaffold text with interactive questions, videos, live 

annotations

• embed discussions to help students share their 

ideas while reading

• enable students to annotate any web page



Hands-on Practice:
Using 

InsertLearning for 
Vlog Preparation



Hands-on Practice: InsertLearning 

• In this hands-on activity, you’ll learn to use InsertLearning 
to scaffold web research for Vlog creation by adding 
annotations, questions, and multimedia to webpages.

• Step 1: Go to https://insertlearning.com/ with your Chrome 
browser

• Step 2: Add the InsertLearning extension to Chrome

https://insertlearning.com


Hands-on Practice: 
InsertLearning 

• Step 3: Sign up or log in with your Google or Microsoft 
account

• Step 4: Select ‘Teacher’ as your role 

• Step 5: Navigate to a website. You can choose your  website 
you will teach

• Step 6: Click the InsertLearning icon in the toolbar (next to 
the URL bar) of your Chrome browser to launch the tool.



• Step 7a: Select the ‘Insert Question’ icon from the 
panel to add a question to any paragraph of the 
webpage 

• Step 7b: Type your question or select one from the list 
provided

• Step 7c: You can create open-ended questions or turn 
them into multiple-choice questions by entering 
options in the answer box.

Hands-on Practice: 
InsertLearning 



• Step 8a: Click on the ‘Insert Discussion’ icon from the 
panel to initiate a discussion thread on the content

• Step 8b: Add the discussion thread to any paragraph 
of the webpage

• Step 8c: Create open-ended questions to encourage 
dialogue and peer interaction

Hands-on Practice: 
InsertLearning 



• Step 9a: Use the highlight tool to emphasize key 
language items, vocabulary, or descriptive language.

• Step 9b: Add comments to the highlighted text to 
provide explanations or additional notes.

• Step 10: Attach sticky notes to embed images or 
videos to enhance understanding

Hands-on Practice: 
InsertLearning 



• Step 11a: Assign the annotated webpage to 
students by sharing a link (or via Google 
Classroom/ Microsoft Teams).

• Step 11b: Track responses and engagement 
through the InsertLearning dashboard

Hands-on Practice: 
InsertLearning 



Writing Activity

• Subject: The main focus of the image
• Description: Context and details about the subject
• Style: Artistic approach and visual framing (e.g.,

medium, lighting & framing)

Example:
A drawing of a happy shiba inu viewed from close up in a
field with wild sunflowers in anime style





Writing Activity

• Subject: The main focus of the image
• Description: Context and details about the subject
• Style: Artistic approach and visual framing (e.g., medium, lighting &

framing)

1. Temple Street Night 
Market

2. Tai O Fishing 
Village



Writing Activity

Subject-Description-Style

1. The photo captures the lively atmosphere of a
bustling night market in Hong Kong, the
Temple Street Night Market. The market is
filled with vendors selling colorful clothing,
accessories, and souvenirs displayed on tables
and hanging from stalls. Neon signs with
Chinese characters illuminate the scene. The
market is crowded and vibrant, with a mix of
locals and tourists exploring the stalls.

1. Temple Street Night 
Market

2. Tai O Fishing 
Village

2. The photo captures the tranquil
atmosphere of Tai O Fishing Village in
Hong Kong. The narrow waterway is
lined with stilt houses, shops, and boats
moored along the edges. A small blue
sampan is floating in the water, with a
person onboard. The village is set
against a backdrop of green, rolling
hills under a clear blue sky.



Lesson Plan 1

Creating a
Vlog Introduction 

(Main Task) 



Lesson Activities: Main Task

• Writing (to be covered on Day 2): Draft a script for the introduction of a travel 

vlog using Google Docs, following a structured format that includes a greeting, 

self-introduction, hook, and background information and using suitable 

phrases and vocabulary.

• Speaking: Students rehearse their scripts with a virtual coach to enhance 

fluency, delivery, and confidence.

• Filming and Editing (to be covered on Day 2): Students film their vlog with 

smartphones or webcams and use Canva for video editing and production.



Writing a Script with Google Docs

• Activity: Draft the introduction of a travel vlog

• Purpose: Build writing skills through 
teamwork, helping intermediate learners 
improve descriptive language

• e-Resource: Google Docs/Wordtune



Speaking Practice 

• Activity: Rehearse the scripts with a virtual 
coach before filming the vlog 

• Purpose: Help students build confidence 
and improve speaking skills (e.g., 
pronunciation, fluency, delivery)

• e-Resource: Microsoft PowerPoint 
(Rehearse with Coach)



Rehearse with Coach
• Step 1: Open your PowerPoint presentation. You may use the 

file titled PowerPoint Slides for Rehearse with Coach Practice.

• Step 2: Sign in with a personal Microsoft account (hotmail.com, 
outlook.com, live.com, msn.com), or an Microsoft 365 work or 
school account.

• Step 3: On the Slide Show tab, select Rehearse with Coach. The 
presentation opens in a full-screen view, similar to Slide Show.

• Step 4: Select Get Started at the lower right when you are ready 
to begin rehearsing.



Rehearse with Coach

• Step 5: As you speak, Coach gives on-screen guidance 
(in the lower-right corner of the window)(see 
example) about pacing, inclusive language, filler 
words, pronunciation, etc.

• Step 6: When you’re through, exit the full-screen 
view. Coach opens a Rehearsal Report that 
summarizes what it observed and offers 
recommendations.



Lesson Plan 1

Creating a
Vlog Introduction 

(post-task) 



Lesson Activities: Post-task – Reflect and 
Improve

• Peer Evaluation: Watch peers’ vlogs on YouTube and provide constructive 
feedback using a rubric to foster improvement and collaboration.

• Purpose: Foster collaboration and improve vlog quality through constructive 
feedback.

• Reflection: Students complete an exit ticket to reflect on what they enjoyed, what 
challenges they faced, and what they have learned.

• Purpose: Encourage self-reflection and assess learning outcomes.



Peer Evaluation

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/

• Activity: Students share their vlogs on 

YouTube, watch peers’ vlogs, and provide 

constructive feedback using a rubric (see 

sample rubric on the next slide)

• Purpose: Foster a collaborative learning 

environment by encouraging students to 

gather peer feedback before moving on to 

create other sections of the vlog

• e-Resource: YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/


Sample Rubric for Peer Evaluation
Criteria 1 - Needs Improvement 2 - Fair 3 - Good 4 - Very Good 5 - Excellent

Creative Use of 

English Language

Limited creativity; many 

clichés and repetitive 

language

Some creativity, but lacks 

originality

Uses some creative 

phrases; moderately 

engaging

Engaging use of language 

with some unique 

expressions

Highly creative and 

engaging use of language; 

very original

Content and 

Creativity

Content is unclear or lacks 

focus; minimal creativity

Content is somewhat 

relevant but lacks depth; 

some creativity

Relevant content; shows 

some creativity in 

presentation

Content is engaging and 

creative; clear narrative

Highly engaging and original 

content; very creative 

presentation

Vocabulary
Limited vocabulary; frequent 

repetition

Basic vocabulary; some 

variety

Good vocabulary; some 

attempts at varied language

Strong vocabulary; varied 

and appropriate use

Excellent vocabulary; highly 

varied and sophisticated use

Fluency
Frequent pauses; choppy 

delivery

Some fluency but noticeable 

pauses and hesitations

Generally fluent; occasional 

pauses

Mostly fluent; smooth 

delivery with minor 

interruptions

Highly fluent; seamless and 

smooth delivery throughout

Flow Disjointed; difficult to follow
Some logical flow; 

transitions need work

Mostly logical flow; some 

effective transitions

Good flow; effective 

transitions between ideas

Excellent flow; seamless 

transitions that enhance 

narrative coherence

Engagement
Little to no engagement; 

viewer disinterest

Some engagement; lacks 

excitement

Moderately engaging; keeps 

viewer's interest

Very engaging; captures and 

holds the viewer's attention

Highly engaging; captivates 

the audience throughout

Visual Presentation
Poor visual quality; 

distracting elements

Acceptable quality; some 

distracting elements

Good visual quality; 

enhances content

Very good visual quality; 

well-composed shots

Excellent visual quality; 

enhances storytelling 

significantly

Overall Impression
Lacks appeal; hard to 

recommend

Some appeal; may not 

recommend

Generally appealing; would 

recommend with 

reservations

Appealing; would highly 

recommend

Outstanding; must-see vlog; 

highly recommend



Hands-on Practice:
Socrative





Hands-on Practice: 
Socrative

• Step 3: Click on the “Library” tab located at the top 
of the interface. Then, then click on “Add Quiz.”

• Step 4a: In the pop-up window, select “Import 
Quiz” to import a sample quiz.



Hands-on Practice: 
Socrative

• Step 4b: Click on the pen icon to edit 
questions, the bin icon to delete questions, or 
use the arrows to rearrange the questions.

• Step 4c: Click the “Save and Exit” button to 
finish.



Hands-on Practice: 
Socrative

• Step 5a: Click on the “Library” tab located at
the top of the interface. Then, then click on
“Add Quiz.”

• Step 5b: In the pop-up window, select “Blank
Quiz” to create a quiz from scratch.



• Step 5c: Enter a title for your quiz.

• Step 5d: Add questions to your quiz by selecting the 

question type (Multiple Choice, True/False, or Short 

Answer). 

Hands-on Practice: Socrative



• Step 6a: Click on the 
“Launch” tab located at 
the top of the interface. 
Then, then click on the 
“Quiz” icon.

• Step 6b: Choose the quiz 
you want to launch from 
the pop-up window.

Hands-on Practice: Socrative

• Step 6c: Select the Delivery 
Method and adjust the 
settings. Click on the 
“Launch” button to launch 
the exit ticket.

• Step 6d: Share the “room 
name” with your students



• Step 6c: Select the Delivery Method and adjust the 
settings. Click on the “Launch” button to launch the 
exit ticket.

• Step 6d: Share the “room name” with your students

Room Name: WONG1234

Hands-on Practice: Socrative



Discussion & Reflection

This workshop emphasized the importance of creativity in 

enhancing language learning through travel vlogs. 

1.How can you incorporate creative tasks, such as vlog-making, 

into your existing curriculum? What challenges do you 

foresee, and how might you address them? 

2.Which specific e-resources do you find most effective for 

encouraging the creative use of English?



1

Effective Use of e-Resources to Enhance 
Students’ English Language Skills and 

Promote the Creative Use of English at the 
Secondary Level

Session 2

Caleb Acton and Leo Yu
Language Centre, HKBU



Session 1 Recap: Building the Foundation for 
Travel Vlogs

• Overall framework—creating a travel vlog
• Tools for preparation of the lesson
• Tools for scaffolding texts, doing research and assessing 

students’ engagement through exit tickets

Now, we’re ready to focus on technologies that can help us tell 
stories.



Creating Vlog Bodies (Second 3 hours)
Vlog Body: Integrating Cultural Insights
Explore tools to support narration, foster language creativity, and integrate 
cultural insights into Vlogs.

Interactive Cultural Map
How can we promote editing and language awareness through e-resources to 
ensure high-quality production?

Creating Visuals and Video Production
What tools can facilitate sharing and engaging with a wider audience, and how 
can they promote authentic communication and global collaboration?

Hands-on Activities
What are practical ways to use technology to design materials and teach?



Coffey & Patel’s (2023) Intersemiotic Approaches

Coffey, S., & Patel, D. (2023). Sparking the imagination: Creative language pedagogies as 

intersemiotic translation. Language Learning Journal, 51(5), 564–578.

Recognising somatic and emotional 

investments connected to learners’ 

identities

E.g., Activities like 'seeing and touching' 

and rehearsing scripts helped 

participants verbally and mentally 

engage with materials

Multiple modes of communication (like 

visual, auditory, and textual) to enhance 

language learning

INTERSEMIOTIC 

APPROACHES
EMOTIONAL AND 

EMBODIED LEARNING

Rethink conventional views of 

language and learning

CHALLENGING 

TRADITIONAL METAPHORS

ACCESSIBILITY 

OF ACTIVITIES

Creative unleashing is 

instant, without needing 

prior artistic skills

E.g., vlogs can be made 

with devices that students 

already own and are 

familiar with

Moving beyond prescriptive teaching 

methods, allowing for more creative 

and personal expressions

E.g., experiment with English idioms 

that demonstrate multilingual identities

TRANSGRESSIVE 

PEDAGOGY

E.g., Students use various art and visual 

materials to represent themselves. They can 

include background music, voiceovers, and 

on-screen text to enhance their storytelling

E.g., In vlog making, prompt students to 

reframe their language using metaphor 

analysis, self-dialoguing, and narrative sound 

bites to creatively explore the language uses



The basics about 
Narrating and 

Storytelling

Why?



Why Storytelling for Travel Vlogs?

‘Digital storytelling inspires students to think creatively and
communicate confidently, transforming classroom English
into compelling narratives.’ (Bai, 2023, adapted)

‘Digital storytelling empowers students to use classroom
English in real-world contexts, sparking creativity,
strengthening communication, and building skills with tools
like vlogs.’ (Itani-Adams, 2021, adapted)



Setting the Stage for Vlog Body Creation

• Our goal is for students to create a travel vlog that showcases their English 
skills and creativity.

• Within that process, multiple tasks are completed where students practise 
the skills and acquire the knowledge necessary to complete the vlog.

• By practising these skills in authentic ways, like narrating a market visit or 
describing a local festival, students stay motivated and see the real-world 
value of their English learning (Chen & Brown, 2012)



Narrating and Storytelling in Travel Vlogs

Listening, reading, speaking and writing will all be used to 
tell a story in a travel vlog.

Watch 
Vlogs

Analyze 
language

Write 
Scripts

Record 
Vlog



From Scripts to Videos: The Next Step in Vlog 
Creation

Input (Learning from Vlogs)
• Listen to the audio in travel vlogs and identify the storytelling techniques 

(e.g., tone, pacing).
• Read transcripts to identify vivid language (e.g., “bustling market”).
• Analyse content and structure (e.g., how vloggers describe cultural insights).
• Research Hong Kong Island spots for students’ own vlogs (e.g., Victoria Peak’s 

history).

Output (Creating Their Vlogs)
• Plan vlog content (e.g., a 3-minute vlog on Stanley Market).
• Write script drafts with descriptive language (e.g., ‘The Star Ferry glides 

across the shimmering harbour’).
• Receive peer feedback in Google Docs (e.g., ‘Add more sensory details!’).
• Edit scripts for clarity and engagement, using various AI tools.



Lesson Plan 2

Expression of 
Cultural Insights in 

Vlogs (pre-task) 



Expression of Cultural Insights
Lesson Activities e-Resources involved

Listening:

Watch a selected YouTube clip with a guided handout focusing on 

content and delivery.

Listening and Speaking:

In small groups, discuss observations on effective communication 

by the speaker to analyse their techniques.

Research Planning:

Using peer feedback on the vlog introduction, students conduct 

further research on their chosen cultural topic to enhance their 

understanding.

Drafting:

Students create an outline focusing on the cultural insights of their 

selected tourist attraction. This outline will be submitted for peer 

feedback before developing a script that emphasizes the cultural 

relevance for the intended audience.

• Padlet’s Map for interaction

• MagicSchool for ideation

• Google Docs to compile scripts, provide writing templates, and 

highlight sections for focused peer feedback

• Poe or Wordtune for editing

• Mindomo for mind maps  





Listening & Speaking Activity

• Ask students to discuss whether any of the following features the speaker has 
used when introducing the culture of Tai O fishing village:
⚬ Descriptive language: vivid descriptions to paint a picture of the village’s 

scenery, people and atmosphere
⚬ Cultural context: background information about the village's history, 

traditions, and customs 
⚬ Visuals: video footage to showcase the unique aspects of the village, such as 

architecture, local markets
⚬ Comparisons: comparisons of people’s lifestyle between Tai O and city to 

highlight its unique features and cultural differences
⚬ Engagement: activities or places to visit to explore or learn more about Tai 

O



Lesson Plan 2

Pre-Task: 
Researching with 

Padlet & 
MagicSchool







Lesson Plan 2

Expression of 
Cultural Insights and 

Augmented by AI 
Tools







Use a Mindmap AI tool to examine the 
structure of a script

http://www.mindomo.com


Lesson Plan 3

Canva video for 
creative expression



Let’s orient ourselves:

• Students have already...
⚬ observed and analysed
⚬ written outlines
⚬ written scripts
⚬ gathered materials (research, photos, 

videos)
⚬ practised narrating

• Video creation happens near the end

• The vlog is the ultimate task
⚬ Accessible through the necessary completion of 

many other tasks and skills practice



Canva video editing for creative expression

Basic functions needed for editing travel vlogs
• Part 1 adding video clips and images
• Part 2 using transitions and animations
• Part 3 adding text overlays, captions, and 

subtitles
• Part 4 incorporating background music or 

voiceovers



Let’s start with setting up our Canva video

• Look at the Canva worksheet handout
⚬ Complete the “Getting Started”
⚬ Complete Step 1



• Selection and sequencing of visual elements develops narrative 
competence (Kress & van Leeuwen, 2001).

• Students develop more nuanced vocabulary and syntactic structures 
when required to narrate visual content (Kress & van Leeuwen, 2001).

⚬ Requires deep cognitive processing and stimulates linguistic 
creativity

⚬ Example: Students using a metaphor to describe the feeling of 
entering a new, unique location.

• Transmediation--translating meaning from one sign system to 
another: visual-->linguistic

Part 1 - Why should we use video clips and 
images?



Part 1 - Video clips and images

Browse the photos and videos

Brainstorm and jot down a few notes about a 
narrative you could tell with this media. 

(In your classroom, students would already have 
written their narratives and scripts.)



Part 2- Why should we use transitions and 
animations?

• Transitions and animations are visual 
conjunctions

• Linguistically, they’ll cultivate awareness of 
cohesive devices and discourse markers



Part 2- Transitions and animations

Work on Step 6 to create a flow between the 
scenes and images.

Consider: How would you describe the visual 
transition using language?



Part 3- Why would we use text overlays 
and captions?

• The multimodal juxtaposition of spoken 
and written language increases 
metalinguistic awareness as students 
consider how these modes complement 
or contrast with each other.



Part 4 - Why would we add voiceovers and 
music?

• Strengthen oral fluency, prosody and pronunciation 
through multiple recordings and refinements

• Help increase awareness of intonation patterns and 
stress

• Matching verbal content to visual rhythm requires 
sophisticated register awareness

• Adding music can be another example of transmediation-
-translating meaning from one sign system to another



Review and Adjust

• Review your project

• Click the “Share” button

• Click “Public View Link”

• Post your public link to the Padlet and share it with 
the class



Reflection

• How might you scaffold this activity for students 
with different English proficiency levels?

• In what ways does this multimodal approach 
(combining visuals, audio, text, and speaking) 
encourage more creative use of English than 
single-mode activities?



Recap

• In a unit where we are creating a travel vlog, one section of the unit 
could focus on the storytelling elements of a travel vlog.

• Reading, listening, writing and speaking skills are all engaged using 
interactive and collaborative tools such as YouTube, InsertLearning, 
Google Docs, and Canva.

• The production of the student’s own travel vlog is an example of 
digital storytelling that helps the student develop an authentic voice, 
engenders motivation and provides significant input and output of 
authentic language.



Lesson Plan 4

Sharing of Students’ 
Vlogs Online



Why should we share the students’ work?

• It increases students’ motivation and egagement because they 

know it will be seen by others (Wahbeh et al., 2021).



Platforms to share:

• Students can comment on each other’s 

work-interactive feedback environment

• Privacy settings range from public to 

password-protected

• Simple interface

• Authentic real-world contexts--mirrors 

travel content creators share their work

• Unlisted or private video options

• Comment features for feedback

• Playlist functions to organize videos by 

theme, destination, language focus etc.

Padlet YouTube



Extension Activities:

• Language-focused watch party: Students take notes on effective language techniques 

used by their peers. Brief discussion after each video as a class or completed in small 

groups.

• Written travel reviews: Students writer formal reviews of their classmates’ travel vlogs, 

focusing on content and language use. Reinforces critical listening and writing in a 

particular genre.

• Cross-cultural exchange: Partner with a class from a different region or country and 

have students exchange vlogs.  



Final Remarks



Final discussion questions:

• How might the travel vlog creation process motivate your specific 
student population to use language in ways that traditional assignments 
don’t?

• In what ways could you adapt the vlog project to accommodate 
different proficiency levels within the same classroom? How might you 
scaffold the activity for learners of different proficiencies?

• What technological barriers might you face in implementing this 
project, and what creative workarounds could address these 
limitations?



Final discussion questions:

• In what ways could you assess this type of creative language production 
that would fairly evaluate both language accuracy and communicative 
effectiveness? What would your assessment criteria include?

• Beyond language acquisition, what transferable skills would this project 
develop in your students that might benefit them in other subjects or 
future careers?



Ethical use of AI and Information Literacy
• Definition of Information Literacy (IL): The ability to effectively and ethically use 

information, fostering responsible citizenship and lifelong learning (Education Bureau, 
2024).

• Importance of Ethical Use: 
⚬ Respect intellectual property rights and privacy
⚬ Avoid initiating or participating in cyberbullying; promote a safe digital environment

• Evaluating Information:
⚬ Equip students with skills to assess the reliability, accuracy, and bias of information 

sources
⚬ Encourage critical thinking skills to discern credible information from disinformation

• Digital Well-being:
⚬ Promote healthy internet usage and awareness of digital footprints to protect personal 

reputation
⚬ Encourage responsible social media etiquette and understanding of online risks

• Integrating Information Literacy into Curriculum:
⚬ Embed IL skills into key learning areas, providing authentic learning contexts (Education Bureau, 2024)















Thank you for listening. 

Let us know what you think.
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