
Course Objectives

◆ To provide insights into the promotion of values education by building a reading culture 

within and beyond the English classroom;

◆ To introduce the resources that support the planning and integration of values education 

into the school English Language curriculum through reading; and 

◆ To share examples of designing diversified English learning experiences and teaching ideas 

that foster students’ positive values and attitudes through reading.

Building a Reading Culture: 

Experience Sharing Session on Promoting Values Education in the 

School English Language Curriculum (Secondary Level)



Planning and Integration of 

Values Education into the 

School English Language Curriculum 

through Reading



Promoting Values Education

in the School Curriculum



Final Report of Task Force on Review of School Curriculum (2020)

Six Directions of Recommendations

Whole-person Development

Values Education and Life 
Planning Education

Creating Space and Catering 
for Learner Diversity

Applied Learning

University Admissions

STEM Education

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/renewal/taskforce_cur/TF_CurriculumReview_FinalReport_e.pdf


Recommendations for Values Education and Life Planning Education

◆ Provide multifarious Values Education (VE) related learning

experiences in the curriculum to broaden students’ perspective

◆ Engage teachers in professional development activities

Directional Recommendations of the Task Force on 
Review of School Curriculum (A Leaflet)

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/renewal/taskforce_cur/TF_CurriculumReview_Leaflet_e.pdf


Values Education Curriculum Framework 

(Pilot Version) (2021)

Promoting Values Education under Various Cross-curricular Domains 

moral education

civic education

national education (including Constitution, Basic Law
and national security education)

anti-drug education

life education

sex education

media and information literacy education

education for sustainable development

Examples

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/moral-civic/VE_CF_20211129_r.pdf


Respect for 
Others

National 
Identity

Integrity

Empathy

Diligence

Unity

Filial 
Piety

The Twelve Priority 
Values and Attitudes

Perseverance

Responsibility

Benevolence

Law-
abidingness

Commitment

Added in 2021

Added in 2023

Optimised in 2023

Promoting Values Education in the School Curriculum

Values Education

Curriculum Framework 



• To provide students 
with authentic learning 
experiences so that 
they know how to put 
positive values and 
attitudes into practice

• To nurture 
students’ 
empathy and 
positive attitudes 
towards life

• To enhance students’ 
understanding of positive 
values and attitudes and skills 
in making moral judgements 
and decisions

Cognition

Affection

Promoting 
Positive  
Values & 
Attitudes

Action

Secondary Education Curriculum Guide (2017) –

Booklet 6A: Moral and Civic Education: 

Towards Values Education

Promoting Values Education in the School Curriculum –
Major Components: Cognition, Affection and Action



ELE KLACG 2017

Schools are encouraged to focus on the proper values and
attitudes that align with their school mission,  school contexts, 
stakeholders’ views,  students’ needs and major concerns

Exploring a variety of value-laden issues and stimuli for 
critical and imaginative learning experiences

Making use of everyday life events and a variety of learning and 
teaching resources to provide contexts for cultivating values in 
students 

Integrating Values Education into the School English Language Curriculum

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/renewal/ELE/ELE_KLACG_P1-S6_Eng_2017.pdf


Promoting Reading in the 

School Curriculum



Vertical/horizontal 
alignment

Life-wide learning 
experiences

Learning within/
beyond the 
classroom

Cross-KLA/
Cross-departmental 

collaboration 

Integrating Values Education into the School English Language Curriculum

Departmental 
Major Concerns/ 

Curriculum Planning 

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
EDUCATION

SCHOOL 
DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN/
MAJOR 

CONCERNS

Using reading to create 
relevant contexts



Booklet 6B: Reading to Learn: Towards Reading across the Curriculum, Secondary Education Curriculum Guide (2017)

Creating a Favourable
Reading Environment 
and Atmosphere

Raising Students’ Reading 
Interests and Motivation 

Making the Most of Technology 

Bringing in External Resources 

Strengthening Communication 
and Building a Culture
of Collaboration

Providing a Diversified 
Range of Appropriate 

Reading Materials

Allocating Time 
for Reading 

Building a Reading Culture

Adopting a 

Whole-school Approach 

e.g. reading skills development, DEAR, a flexible 

library schedule, promotion of RaC

e.g. a well-equipped library, reading corners, e-reading 

facilities, a wide range of reading activities

e.g. a wide  variety of reading materials to cater for 

students’ needs and interests,  a text-rich environment

e.g. effective use of information technology for e-

reading , e-reading resources beyond the classroom

e.g.  Recognition of reading performance, reading ambassadors, a 

range of reading activities within and beyond the classroom

e.g. engaging subject teachers and the teacher-

librarian in reading promotion, promotion of RaC

e.g. effective use of community 

resources ,  resources from 

public libraries and the EDB, 

parents’ support



Integrating Values Education in 

the English Language Curriculum

through Reading



Learning to 
Read

InterestsTopics

Enabling 
skills

Reading 
skills

Text Types

English Language 
Curriculum

The Interaction between the 
Reader, Text and Context

Use of Reading 
Strategies

e.g.
• Grammar
• Prefixes/Suffixes 
• Verb endings 
• Plurals

e.g.

• Letter sounds

• Letter patterns

e.g.

• Pictorial clues

• Contextual clues

• Prior knowledge

• Knowledge of text types

Building a Reading Culture

CDC English Language Education Key Learning Area English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - 6) 2025



Learning to 
Read

InterestsTopics

Enabling 
skills

Reading 
skills

Text Types

English Language 
Curriculum

The Interaction between the 
Reader, Text and Context

Use of Reading 
Strategies

The Reading Process

Teaching Strategies for 
Reading across Key Stages

KS3 

and 

Beyond

Teacher 
Support

KS1

KS2

Building a Reading Culture

CDC English Language Education Key Learning Area English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - 6) 2025



Values 
Education

Reading 
across the 
curriculum

• Strengthening the connection between English Language and various cross-curricular 
domains to facilitate whole-person development

Learning to 
Read

InterestsTopics

Enabling 
skills

Reading 
skills

Text 
Types

English Language 
Curriculum

Reading to 
Learn

Building a Reading Culture



Text Types

Reading 
Activities

Values & 
Attitudes

Post-reading 
Activities

Modules /
Units

Other Examples

Strengthening the Connection between English Language and 

Various Cross-curricular Domains  to Enrich Students’ Learning Experiences

Values & 
Attitudes

Modules /
Units

Text Types

Reading 
Activities

Post-reading 
Activities

English 
Language &

English 
Language & 

MusicScience



Rewriting the 
lyrics of a song / 
Song Dedication 

Activity

English 
Language &

Features of 
biographical 

texts

Learning from 
success stories of 
famous scientists 
through project 

work

Grit, 
perseverance

Research on 
Famous 
Failures

English 
Language & 

Music

Literary devices 
in lyrics

Analysis of the 
literary devices 

/ Song 
appreciation

Hope, empathy, 
respect  for 

others

Successful 
People and 

Amazing 
Deeds

Precious 
Things

Other Examples
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Science

Strengthening the Connection between English Language and 

Various Cross-curricular Domains  to Enrich Students’ Learning Experiences



Modules/Units

• Nature & environment/

Precious things

Positive 
Values & Attitudes

Content objectives

• To explore the poet's appreciation and 

affection for trees

• To cultivate positive values and 

attitudes (e.g. resilience, 

perseverance)

Language objectives

• To explore the vivid imagery and 

stylistic features of the poem

“Survival”
(A Poem) Language Skills 

Development

Values EducationEnglish Language Education

Survival, “Developing Students’ Listening 
and Viewing Skills” Video Series (EDB, 2025)

An Example

Integrating Values Education into the School English Language Curriculum 
Using Reading as an Entry Point



Module

• Teenage life/ 

Getting along with Others

Positive 
Values & Attitudes

Content objectives
• To learn about the story “Wonder”

• To cultivate positive values and 

attitudes (e.g. perseverance, 

respect for others, benevolence)

Language objectives
To explore:
• story/filmic  elements (e.g. plot development, 

characterisation, point of view)
• the use of positive and negative adjectives to 

describe personality

Wonder 
(A Fiction/Movie)

Language Skills 

Development

Values EducationEnglish Language Education

Pages 50-67

Promoting Positive Values and Attitudes 
through English Sayings of Wisdom (SOW) at 

Secondary Level​​​ (2020)

An Example

Integrating Values Education into the School English Language Curriculum 
Using Reading as an Entry Point



Resources in Support of the 

Promotion of Values Education in 

the School Curriculum
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Information of SOW Campaign 2025/26

Themes
School Activities

Sayings of Wisdom

Competitions
Learning and Teaching Resources 

Overarching theme:
SOW the Reading Seed – Discover as You Read

Sub-themes:
- Dream Big, Read Bigger
- Wisdom Unites, Stories Connect

- “SOW Your Discovery” Multimodal Composition Contest
- SOW Readathon 2025/26
- “We Write · We Sing” Music Competition 2025/26
- Animal Photopoetry Creative Challenge 2025/26
- Filmit 2026: Student Film Competition
- Once Upon A Book Storytelling Competition 2025/26
- Story to Stage Puppetry Competition for Primary Schools 2025/26
- Time to Talk Public Speaking Competition 2025/26

Experience sharing sessions on building a reading culture and 
promoting values education on the school English Language 
curriculum

- Promotional videos on SOW Readathon
- SOW posters
- Resources in support of competitions

Quotes by famous authors

EDBCM No. 
169/2025



SOW Readathon 2025/26

Registered schools will organise an array of learning 
activities within and beyond the classroom, based 
on students’ needs and interests, to promote 
reading, appreciation of SOW as well as proper 
values and attitudes, and actively engage students 
in performing their roles as SOW Reading Rangers.

Participating students of registered schools, who 
are the SOW Reading Rangers, will be awarded a 
certificate issued by the EDB upon completion of 
three or more challenges with teachers’ 
validation.



SOW Readathon Video Series 

The video series showcases success stories of fostering a school-wide reading culture in the school 
English Language curriculum and the reading journeys of the Outstanding SOW Reading Ambassadors in 
the SOW Readathon 2024/25.

Reading Captains –
The Door of Fun

Reading Rangers – Wings of 
Imagination

Reading Rangers – Voyage of 
Time and Dreams

Reading Captains –
The Door of Confidence

Reading Rangers – Power of 
Mind and Soul

Reading Rangers – Cosmos of 
Curiosity



Submission 
deadline:

13 March 2026 
(Friday)

Adjudication:

April to June 
2026

Result 
Announcement: 
Late June 2026

“SOW Your Discovery” 
Multimodal Composition Contest

Students are invited to: 
- read a book of their choice; 
- create a multimodal text to share:

- a saying of wisdom (SOW) taken from the 
book; 

- their discovery from the book 
(e.g. new knowledge/ skills/ 
lessons learnt/ insights/ understanding)

animation e-bookinfographic vlog
educational 

game
animated 

poster

L&T Resources available



“We Write ‧We Sing”

Music Competition

Workshops for teachers:

November – December 
2025

Deadline of Entry 
Submission:

23 January 2026 (Friday)

Announcement of 
Results:

Late March 

Student Performances 
and Awards Ceremony:

23 May 2026

A music competition co-organised by the Arts 
Education Section and English Language 
Education Section of the Curriculum 
Development Institute, EDB and Hong Kong 
Baptist University which cultivates students’ 
creativity and enhances their singing and 
appreciation abilities through engaging in 
lyric writing, song composing and singing 
performance



Animal Photopoetry Creative Challenge Application Closed

Pre-competition 
Briefing:

26 January 2026 
(Monday)

Competition Day:
6 February 2026 

(Friday)

Announcement of 
Results:

April 2026

A photo-taking and poetry writing competition co-
organised by the English Language Education 
Section and the Arts Education Section of the 
Curriculum Development Institute of the EDB, in 
collaboration with Ocean Park Hong Kong

Anthology

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/Animal%20Photopoetry/Anthology/index.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/Animal%20Photopoetry/Anthology/index.html


SOW Motivational Talk Videos – An Anthology of Winning Entries

SOW Motivational Talk Videos Resource Kit

To share the positive messages delivered by awardees and foster 
students’ development of proper values and attitudes through 
appreciating the beauty and meaning of English sayings of wisdom

Latest Learning and Teaching Resources



The SOW Campaign Fifth Anniversary Virtual Exhibition 

The Virtual Exhibition:

The exhibition organised on 20 September 2025: To commemorate the fifth anniversary of the 
SOW Campaign, the SOW Campaign Fifth 
Anniversary Exhibition was held on 20 
September 2025, showcasing the campaign’s 
five-year journey from the 2020/21 to 2024/25 
school years. 

The exhibition featured award-winning student 
works, the achievements of participating 
schools, SOW learning and teaching resources, 
and other highlights of the campaign. 

https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibition/14727128/sow-campaign-5th-anniversary-exhibition


ELE Section Webpage 

www.edb.gov.hk/ele

http://www.edb.gov.hk/ele


www.edb.gov.hk/sow

SOW Webpage 

http://www.edb.gov.hk/sow

