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Objectives 
At the end of this seminar, you should know more 
about: 

 

 
 the relationship between learning, teaching and assessment 
 the current practice in designing assessment papers 
 the design of quality English Language papers for internal 

assessment 
 the design of quality assessment items 
experience sharing on steps to design quality assessment 

papers 
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Today’s Programme 
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Part 1 
• The relationship between learning, teaching and assessment 
• Observations on the design of school-based internal assessment papers 
• Principles for designing quality assessment papers 

Part 2 
• Quality English Language Papers for Internal Assessment 

Break  
Part 3 
• Experience sharing on Designing School-based Assessment Papers and 

Reading Worksheets for lower primary students 

• Q & A 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regarding today’s programme,  we would suggest how leadership and management can be put in practice through a framework. 



Part 1  
Current Situation & 
Principles for designing internal assessment paper 
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Learning-teaching-assessment Cycle 

Activity 1 
Share with your group members, 
• What is your school’s assessment policy for summative and 

formative assessments? 
• How do you set your internal assessment papers? 
• What makes a set of quality assessment papers? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment is the practice of collecting evidence of student learning in terms of knowledge, skills, values and attitudes through various means when carrying out learning tasks, assessment tasks, tests, examinations etc. 



Food for Thought: 
1) How frequent is the summative and formative 

assessment? 
2) Are they mainly pen-and-paper assessments? 
3) What is the weighting for the different papers, e.g. 

listening, speaking, reading and writing? Should the 
weighting for the assessment of KS1 and KS2 students be 
the same? 

 

 

Suggestions 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To make the assessment tasks more challenging to students, you may consider the following suggestions:Making use of WH words to design questionnaires and interview people to obtain informationEncouraging students to ask questions at the end of the lesson, e.g. clarify the areas that they are not clear aboutMaking use of WH words to brainstorm ideas for writing / speaking activities



The relationships between  
learning, teaching and assessment 
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Learning-teaching-assessment Cycle 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessment is an integral part of the learning-teaching-assessment cycle. It is the practice of collecting and interpreting information about pupils’ learning, and serves a variety of purposes. It helps teachers to collect students 'learning data, to understand students’ strengths and weaknesses, and plan for further improvement.Therefore, the design of assessment tasks should be appropriate / good enough to reflect students’learning. I’d like to revisit the purposes of conducting assessment, then go through the main points / rationale in designing learning and assessment tasks  in this part.



A) Task-based approach  

Learning  and  Teaching 

 Designing tasks with familiar 
topics/ contexts to relate to 
students’ learning/ personal 
experiences 
 

 Designing tasks to help students 
see the meaningful use of  
language in context  

Assessment 

 Familiar contexts used, e.g. students 
asked to process or produce texts on 
familiar topics in the GE, Listening and 
Speaking papers 
 

 Not always providing contexts for 
meaningful and purposeful use of English 
for communication 

Observation 
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B)  Coverage of a variety of text types 

Learning  and  Teaching 

• Widening students’ exposure to 
different text types and including 
different text types in reading and 
writing papers  

Assessment 

 Familiar text types, including both information and 
narrative texts covered in the GE papers 

 
 Lack holistic curriculum planning to ensure 

exposure to a wide range of text types  
 

 Limited text types in writing 

Observation 
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C) Progressive Development                  
of Reading Skills 

Learning  and  Teaching 

 KS1 Reading Skills 
      e.g. identifying specific information; identifying 

pronoun reference; guessing meaning of unfamiliar 
words; making predictions 

 
 KS2 Reading Skills 
 e.g. skimming a text to obtain the main idea; making 

inferences through contextual clues; understanding 
intention, attitudes and feelings through choice of 
language  

 
 Suitable weighting between assessment of reading 

skills and other aspects of English language learning,  
e.g. grammar and vocabulary 

Assessment 

 Reading comprehension part 
often modelled on the TSA 
papers, e.g. MC questions 

 
 Some basic reading skills 

covered, but little assessment 
of in-depth reading skills 

Observation 
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D) Development of Thinking Skills 

Learning  and  Teaching 

• Setting open-ended 
questions to stimulate 
students’ thinking and 
facilitate integrative and 
creative use of English 

Assessment 
 Some open-ended questions in the reading 

comprehension part, though some quite 
ambiguous 
 

 Students asked to talk about themselves or 
their personal experience in the Speaking 
papers 

Observation 
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E) Catering for Diverse Learning Abilities 

Learning  and  Teaching 

Adopting various assessment 
activities, e.g. oral 
presentations  to allow students 
to demonstrate their speaking 
skills 

Assessment 
 All students asked to attempt the same assessment 

papers 
 Optional items included for bonus marks to 

challenge the more able students 
 

 Special arrangements  provided for the students 
with Special Educational Needs, e.g. assessment 
items read aloud by teachers, longer time allowed 

Observation 
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General Observations of Internal 
Assessment Papers and Suggestions for 
Improvement  

General English Paper 
 Paper Design 

Assessment of Learning 
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Coverage of a variety of text types 

 Familiar text types, including both information 
and narrative texts covered in the GE papers 

 
 Lack holistic curriculum planning to ensure 

exposure to a wide range of text types  
 

 Limited text types in writing 

Observation 
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Suggestion 



P.17 of the English Language Curriculum Guide  

(Primary 1-6) (CDC, 2004) 

• Are you familiar with the 
suggested list of text types 
from the ELCG for  P1-6 
(CDC, 2004)? 
 

• How do you review the 
text types your students 
are familiar with? 
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• Purpose of tasks not 
meaningful to students 

• Contexts across items 
unrelated 

• Form-focused assessment items 

Observation 
Suggestions 
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Reading Grammar and Vocab Writing Total 

40 (4 parts) 40 (4 parts) 20 (2 parts) 100 

35 (4 parts) 50 (5 parts) 15 (1 part) 100 
36 (3 parts) 50 (5 parts) 14 (1 part) 100 
40 (3 parts) 40 (5 parts) 20 (1 part) 100 
20 (2 parts) 54 (5 parts) 16 (1 part) 90 
42 (2 parts) 70 (8 parts) 28 (1 part) 140 
41 (4 parts) 47 (5 parts) 12 (1 part) 100 
28 (2 parts) 48 (5 parts) 24 (1 part) 100 
20 (2 parts) 70 (8 parts) 10 (1 part) 100 

 
 

Suggestions 
Observation 
(Weighting) 
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Item design 
A) Reading Comprehension 

Assessment of Learning 

General Observations of          
Internal Assessment Papers and 
Suggestions for Improvement  

18 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The assessment should be aligned with daily learning and teaching.     评估应与日常的学与教紧扣Having a clear assessment focus in each part of the papers     选择评估的重点A variety of assessment modes     多样化的评估模式



Suggestion 

GE Paper – A) Reading Comprehension 

1. The question intents are 
mainly on:  
 

 specific information, connection 
between ideas 
 

Other questions intents are 
covered: 
 

 supporting details, inference, 
rhymes and unfamiliar words  

Observation 

19 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples and answers:The cyclist was shocked / frightened and his legs are painful.The accident happened in a morning.  (When) My father’s car hit a cyclist and the cyclist was thrown off the bicycle.  (Who, where and what) Luckily, nobody was seriously hurt and everyone was sent to the hospital. (ending)



Do you set the following reading questions? 
What can you assess with these questions? 

Answer the questions in complete sentences. 
1. What holiday are Lucy and Didi going to 

have? 
2. Who is the sender of the letter? 
3. What sports does Lucy like? 
4. How long has Kate practised ballet? 
5. What do you want to do in your coming 

summer holiday? Why? 

Suggestion 
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2. The comprehension 
questions are : 
• merely multiple-choice 

questions 

Observation 
 

 

Suggestion 



 
 

Suggestions 

3. Awareness of text type 
features and coherence of ideas: 
 The text type features and 

target audience are unclear 
 

 Ideas sometimes not coherent 

Observation 
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General Observations of          
Internal Assessment Papers and 
Suggestions for Improvement  

Item design 
B) Vocabulary and Grammar 

Assessment of Learning 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The assessment should be aligned with daily learning and teaching.     评估应与日常的学与教紧扣Having a clear assessment focus in each part of the papers     选择评估的重点A variety of assessment modes     多样化的评估模式



GE Paper – B) Vocabulary and Grammar 

1. The contexts provided can be more 
meaningful to students. Some 
assessments are form-focused practice. 

Observation Suggestions 
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GE Paper – B) Vocabulary and Grammar 

Observation 

2. Careful consideration of 
assessment objectives is necessary: 
 
e.g. Vocabulary knowledge of clothing 
items and the use of “in” and “with” when 
describing the clothing and appearance – 
Students can work out the answers easily 
by referring to the examples given 
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3. Form-focused assessment items  
- knowledge of the context not required 
- Examples provided for clear guidance 

Observation 

Suggestions 
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4. Careful consideration of the 
amount of support to students 

Observation 

GE Paper – B) Vocabulary and Grammar 

Suggestions 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
E.g. P6 Part G adjectives to describe Christmas presents 



Writing Paper 
 

General Observations of          
Internal Assessment Papers and 
Suggestions for Improvement  

Assessment of Learning 
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1. Too much guidance for students: 
• picture cues 
• key words 
• guiding questions 
 

Observation 

 
 

Suggestions 
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2. Lack of freedom for development 
and organisation of ideas 
 

Observation 

 
 

Suggestions 
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3. The target audience and text type 
are not specified 

Observation Suggestions 
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Directions for improving the internal assessment papers 

 Providing a theme for the assessment paper 
 Appropriate coverage of text types 
 Careful consideration of weighting 

Paper Design 

Reading 
Comprehension 

Vocabulary and 
Grammar 

Writing 

 The question types should not be limited by the design 
of TSA papers, e.g. MCs 

 Providing opportunities for students to demonstrate a 
range of language skills and to express their opinions 
and views 

 Opportunities should be provided for the application of 
grammar items and structures for purposeful 
communication 

 Provision of tasks or activities to promote the use of 
integrated language skills 

 Two writing tasks, i.e., a short and a long one, can be 
designed  
 to arouse students’ awareness of  text type 

features 
 to cater for learner diversity 32 



Part 2  
Quality English Language Papers for Internal 
Assessment 
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Basic Considerations  
when designing an assessment paper 
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Item Design 
• Assessing language knowledge and 

skills 
• Setting the question intents based 

on students’ prior knowledge and 
learning experience 

 

Paper Design 
• Selecting a meaningful theme 
• Identifying an organisation 

framework  
 



 
 The assessment paper comprises a variety of tasks or activities to 

ensure that major aspects of learning and teaching are covered. 
 

 The activities are appropriately contextualised and related to 
students’ learning / personal experiences.  

 
 A variety of text types is included. 
 
 Assessment is not confined to pen-and-paper tests only. 

Points to note when designing an internal assessment paper 
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 A full range of language knowledge and skills should be assessed 

through a variety of question intents. 
 

 The question intent for each assessment item should be well defined.  
 

  Opportunities should be provided for students to apply the knowledge 
and skills in a new but familiar context. 

 

Points to note when designing individual assessment items 
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Part 3  
Experience sharing on Designing  the School-based 
Assessment Papers and Reading Worksheets for lower primary 
students 
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by Ms. Melanie LAU and Ms. Jessie SIN 
St Patrick Catholic Primary School (Po Kong Village Road) 



Activity 3 

• Read the two sets of Reading and Writing papers 
• Discuss in groups and comment on the design of the papers: 

1) What are the differences? 
2) What are the possible challenges for students if they are asked 

to do the new papers? 

38 
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A meaningful context is given.  Tyler 
visited his uncle and aunt in Canada 
at Christmas. Read and find out what 
happened to Tyler. 

The instruction provides a clear 
purpose for students to read and 
complete the task. 

An open-ended question for 
students to predict Tyler’s present 
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Reading a timetable to complete a 
dialogue between Mum and Tyler 

Reading skills – locating 
information from a timetable 

Vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge – names of activities, 
time, preposition of time 

Q5 is an open-ended question for 
students to finish the dialogue 
based on the clue given 
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Reading four notices about 
interest classes (open cloze + 
open-ended question) 
- Reading skills, e.g. connection 

between ideas (Q1), locating 
specific information (Q2, Q3), 
making inference (Q4), making 
prediction (Q5) 

- Vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge – names of interest 
classes, days of the week, the 
simple present tense 
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Reading a letter and completing 
the open cloze  
- Grammar knowledge – WH 

words, prep of time, 
appropriate verb forms 

- Vocabulary knowledge – 
names about activities, Mid-
Autumn Festival, weather 

- Reading skills – making use of 
contextual clues/grammar 
knowledge to fill in the missing 
key words 

How 
weather 

 sun 
beach 

in 

Which 
looking 

moon       cake 
at 

tidy up / 
clean up 
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Reading a leaflet 
- Reading skills, e.g. locating 

information by referring to 
headings/sub-headings 

- Vocabulary and grammar 
knowledge – preposition of time, 
word collocation 
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Reading a dialogue (Open-cloze) 
- Reading skills, e.g. locating 

specific information by referring 
to a chart 

- Vocabulary knowledge – weather, 
clothing items, days of the week 

- An open-ended question for 
students to complete the 
dialogue based on information 
given in the chart 
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Apart from a piece of long writing, a short 
one is included to cater for learner 
diversity 

Guiding questions have been provided to 
help students elaborate their ideas  
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Tips for improving the design of assessment papers 
(Reading and Writing) 
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Planning 

• Setting clear assessment objectives for the assessment paper 
• Think of a theme/topic which is familiar to students, but slightly different from the theme 

provided in the textbook 
• Including different types of questions, e.g. MCs, Q&A, open-cloze, open-ended questions 
• Relating the open-ended questions to the texts 
• Allowing both the more-able and less-able students to demonstrate their abilities by designing 

easy and more difficult parts 

Implementation 
• Briefing students about the task requirements before asking them to do the paper 

     Evaluation 
• Treating assessment as part of the learning process and exposing to similar 

activities in daily learning & teaching 
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Experience Sharing on Designing Reading Worksheets 
Strengths 

A variety of text types, e.g. shopping lists, advertisements, posters, 
notices, newsletters, stories, comics has been covered. 
 

Different modes of assessment, e.g. multiple-choice, open-cloze, 
open-ended questions, have been designed. Opportunities have been 
given for students to demonstrate their performance. 

 
A range of question intents have been set for the assessment items. 

 
Some reading tasks are connected to the writing tasks. 
 

47 

 



Experience Sharing on Designing Reading Worksheets 
Suggestions for improvement 

• Providing a theme/context for the tasks designed  
 

• Including more school-based elements in the assessment tasks 
 

• Ensuring a balanced coverage of both narrative and information 
texts 
 

• Reducing the level of difficulty, e.g. sequencing, scanning for 
specific information for each option given, items which involve 
numeracy skills 
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Reading Worksheets 
Ways to Cater for Learner Diversity 

• Sharing the assessment focuses 
with students 
 

• Indicating the more difficult items 
and providing support if necessary 
 

• Promoting self-directed learning, e.g. 
giving choices, helping students to 
reflect on their own learning 

• Reducing the  reading load and number 
of items 
 

• Indicating the more difficult items and 
providing support, optional for them 
 

• Reducing the MC options from 4 to 3 or 
2 
 

• Reducing the level of difficulty at KS1, 
e.g. sequencing, scanning for specific 
information for each option given, items 
which involve numeracy skills, making 
inference 
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More able students Less able students 



Small Steps for Improving  the Reading 
and Writing Paper 

•Thinking of 2/3 themes for the paper 
•Careful consideration about the weighting 

Overall 
design 

• Assessing both reading and language skills 
in one task 

Vocabulary 
and Grammar 

• Connecting reading and writing parts 
• Designing two writing tasks, i.e. a short and 

a long one to cater for learner diversity 

Reading and 
Writing 
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Designing Quality Assessment Papers 
 Providing a theme with meaningful contexts for the 

summative assessment paper for purposeful 
communication 

 A variety of text types is included 
 The question types should not be limited by the design 

of TSA papers, e.g. MCs 
 Allowing students to demonstrate the range of language 

skills and to express their opinions and views 
 Careful consideration of weighting 

1) Principles for 
designing internal 
assessment paper 

2) Quality English 
Language Papers for 
Internal Assessment 

3) Experience sharing on 
Designing                        

School-based 
Assessment Papers  

 Assessment is not confined to pen-and-paper tests 
only so that students can demonstrate their diverse 
abilities. 

 The question intent for each assessment item should 
be well defined.  

 Allowing both the more-able and less-able students to 
demonstrate their abilities by designing easy and more 
difficult parts 

 Open-ended questions should be designed to stimulate 
critical thinking and facilitate integrative use of the 
language.  

 Exposing to similar activities in daily learning & teaching 
 51 
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