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Effective assessment 

• Task 1: What makes assessment effective? 
Come up with your own definition of 
effective assessment and share it with 
some neighbors. 

What? 



Assessment (I) 

 

Formative 
AfL, AaL 

Summative 
AoL 



Assessment (II) 

Assessment of learning (summative) 

Assessment for learning (formative) 

Assessment as learning  

(self-assessment) 
 



Effective assessment  
• How can we achieve effective assessment?  

How? 



Effective assessment  
• How can we achieve effective assessment?  

How? 

Preparation 
for 

summative 
assessment 

Interactive 
assessment 

Quality  

feedback 



Preparing our students for 
public exams 
• Receptive Skills (listening and reading) 

• Identification of testing points of individual 
items 

• Productive Skills (speaking and writing) 

• Developing understanding of the marking 
criteria 

On the part of both 
the teacher(s) and 

the students!  



Reading and Listening 



Identification of testing points 
of listening/reading items 
• Two critical questions: 

• Which listening/reading skill/strategy is 
being targeted in each item within the 
assessment task? 

• How could we provide training in those 
skills/strategies commonly tested in 
public examinations? i.e. converting 
testing points to teaching and learning 
points 



Identification of testing points of listening / 
reading items (Cont’d) 

Possible pedagogic implications: 

• Formative use of summative tests (blending 
assessment tasks and learning tasks)  

• Tailor-making assessment items according to 
the students’ ability levels, covering a range 
of skills/strategies 
• Example: ‘Michael Jackson’ listening task 

• Detailed reading to explore strategies for 
reaching the answer 
• Example: ‘Koreans’ HKDSE reading task 



Tailoring-making Assessment Tasks: 
‘Michael Jackson’ Listening Task 

• Listen to two of us reading aloud the text on P.1-2 of the 
Task Sheet and answer the questions following it. 

• Read the text carefully. What’s the genre of the text? Is it 
familiar to average ability Hong Kong secondary 
students? How about the language? Is it accessible to 
them? 

• Which listening skill is being elicited in each question of 
the task? Would your students find the questions 
difficult? 

• In groups of 3-4, try to design two more challenging 
questions for the task. Again decide which  skill is being 
elicited in each. 



Tailoring-making Assessment Tasks: 
‘Michael Jackson’ Listening Task (cont’d) 

Some example questions: 

• Why would MJ called his first charity  organisation 
‘Heal the World Foundation? Give two reasons from 
the text. (Inference) 

• Name one difference between ‘Heal the World’ and 
‘Heal the Kids’ Foundation. (Connection between 
ideas) 

•  The interview focuses on MJ’s____________. (Gist) 

 Tailor-making Assessment items based on texts suitable for your 
students may help bridge them with the tasks that they meet 

with in the public examinations.  



Tailoring-making Assessment Tasks 

Some factors to consider: 

• Training listening/reading skills in context (of the 
text), with the students schemata activated 

• Manipulating ‘text’ and ‘task’ difficulty 

• Identifying the ‘testing point’ of the questions with 
the students, thereby making students’ aware of 
their own strengths and weaknesses in 
listening/reading =>promoting self-assessment/ 
assessment as learning 

 



Detailed Reading: “Korean’ 
Reading task 
• Skim through the ‘Korean’ text on P3 

of the task sheet. Is it a difficult text 
for your students? Why/why not? 

•Which paragraph do you think is the 
most difficult? Let’s try reading it with 
our students.  



Detailed Reading: “Korean’ 
Reading task (cont’d) 
• Task taken from HKDSE 2015 PART A =>meant to 

be read by all SS students 
• Detailed reading may help stretch the more able 

students to tackle the more challenging 
questions  and scaffold the less able ones for the 
less challenging questions, through asking 
probing questions focusing on the testing points 

• Detailed reading as a transferrable metacognitive 
skill; ultimately the students are to ask 
themselves questions while reading texts on 
their own =>Potential for assessment as learning 



Speaking and Writing 



Developing understanding of the marking 
criteria for speaking and writing tasks 

• Three critical questions: 

• What would be the focus(es) of each 
criterion in the marking rubrics? 

• What differentiate(s) the different levels 
under each criterion? 

• How can we help our students attain 
higher levels in all criteria?  



Developing understanding of the marking 
criteria for speaking and writing tasks 
(Cont’d) 
Scoring Guide Task: 

• Read the TSA writing scoring guide and 
discuss with your partners what exactly 
is/are being elicited in each of the four 
criteria. 

• How can we help the students to achieve 
the high levels in all the criteria? 



Developing understanding of the marking 
criteria for speaking and writing tasks 
(Cont’d) 
Possible pedagogic implications: 

• Use of graphic organisers to help the students 
generate ideas as well as elaboration of such 
ideas 
• Example: Joint School Dance Speaking Task 

• Use of sentence-making tables for building 
language complexity and features of the 
target genre based on a sample text 

• Use of writing frames 
• Example: Proposal Letter Writing task 



Example for the use of graphic organisers: 
Joint-school dance (TSA 2012) 

The Dance Club is organising a joint-school dance. You and 
two other members of the club are talking about the 
dance. 

In your discussion, you may include: 

•  who can join 

• when and where to hold the dance 

• activities e.g. ice-breaking games, election of the dancing 
king and queen… 

• dress code e.g. colour, style… 

•  anything else that you think is important 



Example for the use of graphic organisers: 
Joint-school dance (TSA 2012) Ver 1 



Example for the use of graphic organisers: 
Joint-school dance (TSA 2012) Ver 2 



Example for the use of sentence-making 
tables : Proposal letter (Task sheet P5) 

Making the students read a sample text for meaning, then analyse the genre features 
and typical sentence patterns: 

 
 

October 15, 2015 
 
Mr. Nadim Dalwal 
English Language Coordinator 
Dar Al-Jandal School, Riyadh  
 
Dear Mr. Dalwal, 
Subject: Proposal To Hold An ELT Book Fair At Your School 
 
Dar Al Jarad Publishing and Distribution House is pleased to invite your school to host an English Language Teaching (ELT) book fair. 
 
We at Dar Al Jarad believe it is essential that we work directly with schools in Riyadh in order to enhance English literacy among students. We 
have chosen to approach your school to host one of these events because we are aware of your high educational standards and your interest in 
improving English literacy at your school. 
 
Objectives: 
Our objectives for holding the book fair at your school are as follows: 
• To empower both teachers and students with our valuable ELT educational resources which include: readers, textbooks, support materials, 

and exam books. 
• To introduce the students and the teachers to new ELT resources that are available in the market and how these resources can enhance 

literacy in the classroom. 
• To familiarize parents with new ELT materials and the selection process that Curricular Coordinators go through when developing an English 

program. 
• Benefits: 

Direct benefits that will come from hosting a book fair will be: 
• The school will receive valuable publicity which will result in increased student enrolment. 
• 15% of the proceeds from each title sold will go toward supporting the school’s English program. 
• The school staff and administration will work closely with the ELT distributor which will enhance cooperation between the school and Dar Al 

Jarad. 
• …. 
•   

 
 
 
 



Example for the use of sentence-making 
tables : Proposal letter 

Section Function in the text Typical language/sentence patterns (examples) 

Subject To state what the 

letter is about 

A noun phrase beginning with ‘Proposal to…’ 

e.g. Proposal To Hold An ELT Book Fair At Your School 

Introduction 

(first two 

paragraphs) 

    

To…   

Objectives  To…   

  

  

Benefits 

  

To…   

Arrangements

   

To…   

Conclusion To…   



Example for the use of writing frames: Proposal letter 
_________________(Date) 

_________________ (The receiver’s full name and position) 

_________________ 

_________________  

Dear Mr/Ms___________, 

Subject: _____________________________________________ 

  

(introduction) 

I am_________________________________________________ (introducing yourself). Our group 
have_______________________________________. I am writing to________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ (state the reason for 
writing) 

  

Objectives: 

Our objectives for holding___________________________________________________: 

- To… 
- To… 
- … 



How? 

Preparation for 
summative 
assessment 

Interactive 
assessment 

Quality  

feedback 

Interactive Assessment 

 



27 

Effective Formative Assessment Practice: 
Interactive assessment 

• requires that the teacher-assessor 
intervenes during learners’ spoken 
performance to… 

 
• scaffold  and support  learners in producing  

an assessable performance that they know  
learners are capable of producing in 
everyday settings 

 
• stimulate and challenge  them to reach  

a higher-level performance than that being 
produced 
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Interactive assessment (Cont’d) 

Interactive Assessment Task 

• Watch the following example of interactive 
ssessment for an IP task in a CMI school. Note 
how nervous and lacking in confidence the 
student seems at the beginning. How does the 
teacher provide appropriate scaffolding and 
support? How does the teacher challenge and 
extend the student?  

Video 

IPresent.mpg
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Interactive assessment (Cont’d) 

How does the teacher in the video provide scaffolding and 
support the student in the presentation? 

1. “Why is the sack important to the rest of the story?” 
2. “What about that pack of cards? You said that the third 

man gave him a pack of cards?” 
3. “T: Uumm. What did that devil help the man to do?” 
4. “T: Okay. They can find out whether the son will live or die. 

Okay. How about if you were given that glass and you 
could find out whether you would live or die?” 

5. “T: What would you do if you have that glass and you 
found that death was standing at the head of your bed? 

6. “Anything else?” 
7. “No? If you have one week, you can’t travel to a lot of 

places. So,” 
8. “Ah, okay.”  
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Interactive assessment (Cont’d) 

Using Mediational Strategies 

Mediation and support via … 

 

• Guided Questioning 

• Probes and Prompts 

• Responsive Back-Channelling 

• Strategic Use of Waiting Time 

• Non-Verbal Cues 
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Static Assessment Interactive Assessment 

T as examiner/rater T as mediator 

T as observer 

Feedback after assessment 

Testing Environment 

‘Delayed’ Improvement 

Measurement-Oriented 

Assessment of Learning 

Learning for Assessment 

Traditional Assessment 

T as partner 

Feedback during assessment 

Support and Challenge 

Performance Enhancement 

Improvement-Oriented 

AfL within Learners’ ZPD 

Learning through assessment 

Educative Assessment 

(Stiggins, 1998) 



How? 

Preparation for 
summative 
assessment 

Interactive 
assessment 

Quality  

feedback 

Quality Feedback 

 



Effective Formative Assessment Practice: 
Providing quality feedback 

Feedback Conference Task:  

•Watch how the teacher gives 
feedback to the students after they 
perform a GI task and identify some 
qualities of good feedback (AfL). 

•How does this feedback conference 
promote self-assessment on the part 
of the students (AaL)? 
 

 



Providing quality feedback (Cont’d) 

What and How feedback is provided? 
Focusing on the strengths first/more (+ve 

reinforcement) 
Helping the students to express their ideas 

while articulating their feedback (demand on 
evaluative language) 
Justifying the comments with evidence 
Making concrete suggestions (including 

language expressions involved) as to how the 
students can improve 
Based on assessment criteria 

 



Your Show Time! 

Setting up Effective Assessment Task: 

• Based on the following text on Michael Jackson’s Heal the 
World, try to apply some of the effective assessment 
strategies we’ve discussed  in this workshop to incorporate the 
text meaningfully in an English lesson with effective 
assessment practices. Share your brilliant ideas with the rest 
of us! 



Effective assessment in the TLA Cycle 

Teaching, 
Learning, 

Assessment 

Setting/adapting 
appropriate 
texts/tasks 

Detailed Reading 

Interactive 
assessment 

Providing 
Quality  

feedback 
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