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Introduce yourselves – which forms do you 

teach? 

Why have you come to the workshop today? 

Do you use e-learning resources with your 

students?  Which ones? 

Which skills do they help students practise? 

 

 Meet your colleagues 
 



Where to…? 
O

rie
n

ta
tio

n
 

 
4/f 

East 

West 

wing 
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What to do with…? n
 

Please 
switch 

it 
off 

until the 
break  
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Aims 

To 

(1)Consider the design of tasks using computer-mediated 

communication  

(2)Focus on scaffolding and sequencing activities for 

integrated language skills development 

(2) Gain some hands-on practice to consider the use of a small 

 range of computer-mediated communication tools  

 

“Technology is about people” 



Outline of the day: 
 

Overview 

 

• what the students say 

 

• introduction to key concepts 

Lesson Demo 1 

Break 

Lesson Demo 2 

Explore Further 

Resources 

 

• listening and reading input to 

support speaking development 

 

• writing extension task 

• reading and listening input 

 

• writing to prepare for speaking  

• explore a tool supporting speaking 

 

• explore a tool supporting writing 



What current resources do you use 

to develop skills? 
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Text books? 

Authentic sources: 

newspapers? 

Exam practice materials? 



How do we integrate skills? 

www.britishcouncil.org 

Through cumulative 

sequential tasks 
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Through simulations that 

involve sources of data 

How do we integrate skills? 
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Through task-based  

project development 

How do we integrate skills? 

We created an 

online magazine 
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Are there different types of task? 

Macro tasks 

Micro tasks 
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Computer-mediated communication 

Using computers 

for real-time 

or  

spoken, written or 

image-based 
communication 



What do students say about using technology? 
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Classroom based research 
 

10 lower intermediate S5 students 
 

iPad activity  

 – Ss filmed themselves delivering an 

 oral version of a story before 

 writing the review up 
 



 

 

 

 

 

F2: …when we speaking, we are difficult to see our body movement and this 

time, when I watched back the video, I found I don’t have enough eye 

contact. 

 

F3: Although it is strange to look back the performance, it can help me know 

what mistakes that I had made in order to have some improvement. 
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Do you think it’s better 
than doing a speaking 

task without a camera? 
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100% Is there a gender difference? 

80% 
Is there a proficiency 

difference? 

70% 
Who does task repetition 

help? 



www.britishcouncil.org 

Can it be 
interesting? 

Can I achieve 
something in a 

real space? 

Can it  
help my language? 

Can it raise 
their self-

awareness? 



 

• Which technology / e-resources are 

available? 

 

• How can you use them? 

 

• When can you use them? 
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Consider some e-resources 

 

Todaysmeet.com 



www.britishcouncil.org 21 

But students might write all sorts of things I don’t want them to! 

They could. But: 

• most of our students use text chat all the time with friends, so they don’t 

get over-excited about it and already behave appropriately 

• teachers can establish routines of behaviour with students just like they do 

for every other aspect of class, and students will very quickly learn what is 

acceptable and what is not.  

But they aren’t using “proper” English so what’s the point? 

Text chat language is proper for text chat work. Some advantages: 

• students can later re-read the text chat, and analyse HOW the language is 

different to different styles of writing. This can be a powerful awareness-

raising activity. 

• one purpose of using text chat may be to facilitate IDEAS generation, rather 

than focussing on language. So mistakes, abbreviations and informality may 

not be important – just ideas 

• enables participation for students who are shy to speak.  

• makes students WANT to participate, and enjoyment is the first step to 

increasing their motivation to learn. 
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Summary 

Variety of ways to 
integrate skills 

Students indicate that e-
resources can help them 

Task design affects the 
outcome 
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• Public, shared, 
displayed, 

• Commented on 

• Already 
participating in 

real world 

• Between 
school and 
student 

•  Preparing for 
the real world 

• Participatory 
literacy 

• Fluency/ 
meaning driven 

• Taught literacy 

• Accuracy/range 
driven 

Classic 
literacy 

Emergent 
literacy 

Wider 
community 

involved 

School 
community 

involved 

Classic and emergent literacy 



 

Practical Demo 

60-second ideas  

to change the world 
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1 Text-type: argument and justification 

2 Skills: sequential 

Basics about the lesson 

www.britishcouncil.org.hk 



What are we going to do? 
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1  show examples and set 

up an opinion task 

2 listen to an original idea 

and argument 

3  discuss reactions and read 

for main points and details 

4 provide an opportunity to 

record a 60-second idea 

5  collaborative writing 

extension task 

Mentimeter 

Popplet 

Vocaroo 

PBWorks 
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In your opinion 

what are the world’s top three problems? 
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1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

Online dice 

Mentimeter 

http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks1/maths/dice/index.htm
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It looks difficult to design a graph like that! 

It’s really not. You just go to the website, write a question, write 

the options, and the website makes the graph for you. Easy! 

They might. But:  

• you don’t know what students are doing all the time anyway. 

• trusting students is key to being able to make advances in how 

we think about teaching.  

• students can achieve a lot and learn to take responsibility, 

when we just let go of a little control. 

But my students might do other things on their phones instead! 
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Compare your ideas  

to what a student writes online 

 

http://www.factofun.com/top-10-problems-world-today/
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60-second ideas 

to change 

the world 

http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20120626-edible-books-target-world-hunger
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60-second ideas 

to change 

the world 

(1) What’s the problem? 

(2) What’s the solution suggested? 

(3) What example is given? 



www.britishcouncil.org 33 

Edible Books?  

Unlikely or possible? 

(1) What type of technology 

would we need? 

(2) What would books  

taste like? 

(3) How would we remember 

the content of the books? 
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60-second ideas 

to change 

the world 

(1) Why is the Complete Works of Shakespeare 

suggested? 

(2) What’s your opinion of this suggestion? 



www.britishcouncil.org 35 

38 pl_ys 

154 s_nn_ts 

2 l_ng p_ _ ms 
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http://popplet.com/app/#/2429772  

	

http://popplet.com/app/%23/2429772
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http://popplet.com/  

http://popplet.com/


The vast majority of students we work with CHOOSE to use popplet 

when we give them a choice between brainstorming on paper or 

brainstorming on popplet. Enjoyment is the first step to building 

motivation to learn. 

 

 

Not necessarily. Popplet helps students focus on the PROCESS of 

ideas development, rather than the PRODUCT. For example: 

 

• Lesson 1: start a mindmap of notes on popplet 

• Lesson 2: return to it and expand each bubble into a sentence. 

• Lesson 3: shuffle the sentences around to help plan ideas 

development, delete ideas you don’t like 

• Lesson 4: use those ideas to build up an essay plan, add images to 

label parts of your plan 

• Lesson 5: finalize any gaps in your essay.  

 

All of this could use just ONE popplet document. 
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Why can’t they just do brainstorming on paper like usual? 

But the result is the same, it’s just a hi-tech version of paper! 



www.britishcouncil.org 39 

Read the 

article 
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Read the 

article 

Locate a 

key 

problem 
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Your 60-second idea 

to change the world 

Decide 

an 

original 

solution 

Read the 

article 

Locate a 

key 

problem 
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• Simple idea 

• Say it in another 
way 

Main idea 

• Who would 
benefit? 

• How would they 
benefit? 

Benefits 
• One specific 

example 

• End with a quote 
or question 

Example 
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How do you use vocaroo?  

http://vocaroo.com/i/s1yeQxgNLGEE
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But I can hear other groups in the background on the recording! 

This doesn’t matter at all because by recording themselves, 

students find that they: 

 

• WANT to listen to themselves, over and over again 

• WANT to re-record themselves over and over again 

 

This means they gain MORE PRACTICE at listening and speaking, 

and they also gain MORE SELF AWARENESS of their own 

strengths and weaknesses. 

 

It is the process of listening to it and re-doing it several times that 

is important, not the final product. If students simply talk to their 

partner instead, they would probably just do that one time and 

then finish.  
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PBWorks 
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I’d never do that. It looks so complicated! 

Writing on a wiki is just as simple as writing and editing a Word 

document.  

Neither do I. You don’t need any knowledge like that to create 

and use a wiki. If you can use Word, you can use a wiki.  

I don’t know anything about computer programming! 

Every tool needs a bit of time to play around on before you feel 

comfortable. You can start by just using it as a space to type text 

and have others read and edit it. 

I still don’t know how to use it! 
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Why can’t students just write on paper like usual? 

Writing on a wiki encourages students to WANT to go back to texts 

later and edit them, which means they may learn more from the 

process of reviewing and editing their work and each others work. 

 

Writing on a wiki enables teachers and students to SEE the learning 

progress because you can easily see all the changes that students 

have made to documents, and compare different version of those 

changes through time. 

 

Writing on a wiki enables students to work together on writing for 

homework – when they are collaborating online – at home. 

 

Writing on a wiki is often quicker for teachers because for most 

people it’s quicker to type comments than to handwrite. 



What did we do? Screenshots of logos from 

https://www.mentimeter.com/ 

http://popplet.com/  

http://vocaroo.com/  

http://www.pbworks.com/  
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1  show examples and 

set up an opinion task 

To engage in 

forming an 

opinion 

2 listen to an original 

idea and argument 

To expose Ss to 

the text and 

macro task 

3  discuss reactions 

and read for main 

points and details 

4 provide an 

opportunity to record 

a 60-second idea 

To provide an 

opportunity for 

opinion forming 

To provide an 

opportunity to 

record, reflect 

and share 

5  collaborative 

writing extension task 

To consolidate 

knowledge and 

collaborate on 

skills development 

Mentimeter 

Popplet 

Vocaroo 

PBWorks 

https://www.mentimeter.com/
http://popplet.com/
http://vocaroo.com/
http://www.pbworks.com/
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Reflection 



 

Practical Demo 

 

Facebook No No 
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1 Text-types: news item; debate 

2 Skills: sequential 

 

 

Basics about the lesson 
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What are we going to do? 
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1  work with key language 

2 read and discuss 

scenarios 

3  listen to different points 

of view 

4 prepare language and 

ideas for role play 

5 extension  online role 

play task 

Quizlet 

Curriculet 

Padlet 

TodaysMeet 
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Which is more serious? 

 

Have any of these happened to you? 
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Doesn’t it take a long time to make all those different games? 

No. The website makes the games for you. The only thing you have 

to do is go to the website, type in your words, type in your 

definitions, and then all those games are instantly ready. This 

takes 1 minute of the teacher’s time. 

But students would only want to play the games, not try to learn 

the words! 

Playing the games on quizlet is the process that HELPS them to 

learn the words – this is the purpose of the tool.  

Can students make their own vocab set on quizlet? 

Yes. Anyone can make a vocab set on quizlet. Just go to the 

website. You can also use all the thousands of vocab sets that 

other people have made available to the public on the website for 

free. 



Listen to the news report 
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http://padlet.com/rebeccafarmer82/2tk46oyy8v7n
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But students might post all sorts of things on the board! 

They could. But: 

• students can write all sorts of things any time they want already, during 

a normal paper-based task when you share papers around the class.  

• teachers can establish routines of behaviour with students just like 

they do for every other aspect of class, and students will very quickly 

learn what is acceptable and what is not. 

Isn’t this the same as paper-based ideas sharing? 

It depends how you set up the activity. A few advantages: 

• Teachers and students can INSTANTLY see EVERYONE’S contributions, 

rather than seeing only one at a time, like when you pass papers 

around.  

• Students can easily edit the padlet, save it, come back to it, re-use it.  

• You can pin images and videos from the internet, and links to other 

websites by just double-clicking the page. We can’t do this on paper. 
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TodaysMeet 
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But students might write all sorts of things I don’t want them to! 

They could. But: 

• many of our students use text chat all the time with friends, so they don’t 

get over-excited about it in class and already know how to behave 

• teachers can establish routines of behaviour with students just like they do 

for every other aspect of class, and students will very quickly learn what is 

acceptable and what is not.  

But they aren’t using “proper” English so what’s the point? 

Text chat language IS proper for text chat work. Some advantages: 

• students can later re-read the text chat, and analyse HOW the language is 

different to different styles of writing. This can be a powerful awareness-

raising activity. 

• one purpose of using text chat may be to facilitate IDEAS generation, rather 

than focussing on language. So mistakes, abbreviations and informality may 

not be important – just ideas 

• enables participation for students who are shy to speak.  

• makes students WANT to participate, and enjoyment is the first step to 

increasing their motivation to learn. 



What did we do? 
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1  work with key language 

To provide a 

topical 

framework 

2 read and discuss 

scenarios 

To activate 

students’ 

critical thinking 

3  listen to different points 

of view 
To notice 

stance and 

language 

4 prepare language and 

ideas for role play 
To share ideas 

for language 

and ideas 

5 extension  online role 

play task 
To build role 

play confidence 

through writing 

Quizlet 

Curriculet 

Padlet 

TodaysMeet 
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Why use semi-authentic 

materials? 

 

How were skills 

sequenced? 

 

Where was support given 

for students who need it? 



Hands-on time: Explore 
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Tellagami 

Create a 30-second animation 

- using voice recording 

https://tellagami.com/ 

Animoto 

Create a 30-second animation 

- using writing text 

https://animoto.com/ 

Jigsaw: Fill a friend in 
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